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ABSTRACT

Nonfiction is a new type of narrative literature influenced by the praxis of cultural-political
discourses in the representation of reality. The dominant discourse seeks to display its desired
patterns of action and life, with fictional literature being one of its channels. This study was
conducted with the aim to highlight the semantic construction of Afghan immigrant women in the
contemporary fictional literature in Afghanistan through the theoretical perspective of Homi K.
Bhabha and Theodor W. Adorno. It also aims to identify the representations of these women in the
nonfiction literary genre and interpret them according to the cultural context of the destination. To
achieve this goal, “Border” from Why Shouldn’t Make Darkness My God? A collection of short
stories by Masoumeh Jafari, a contemporary Afghan writer, was selected as the case study. It was
analyzed using Seymour Chatman's narrative method in three sections of story, discourse, and
ideology to illustrate the concept of Afghan immigrant women from lingual and ideological
perspectives. The findings show that the identity of Afghan immigrant women was changed
according to the cultural discourse governing the society, leading to identity diffusion (confusion)
and their re-immigration to new land rather than their homeland to deal with this crisis. The
interruption and cultural interference of the host society with the Afghan immigrant women is
represented through the marginal and protesting voice of the author of "Border” to the existing
situation and the context of the dominant realities, reflecting the "critical" function and
"emancipation” of art in the analysis and criticism of the structures of domination and oppression.
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INTRODUCTION

More than 99 years have passed since the emergence of Afghan fictional literature
which has experienced many ups and downs and borne the heavy responsibility of
social, political, and cultural developments in this century because literature, both
poetry and fiction, enters the arena in the midst of the development and is
represented with a special language. In the field of Afghan fiction, women entered
this literature a quarter of a century later and continued to step forward, although not
continuously. Simultaneously with extensive social and political development, female
Afghans started to write and represent the social realities with a special perspective
according to new emerging conditions that had facilitated their contribution to social
issues (Rafizadeh, 2018, 2). The conditions of the last four decades of war and conflict
in Afghanistan, among which immigration was an inevitable consequence, affected
many writers there as the biographies of many Afghan writers indicate that most of
them have been migrating a part of their lives in two or three countries (Mosavi and
Hosseini, 2021, 402) and they have represented their lived experiences from this
reality in stories and novels. Given the cultural conditions of Afghanistan and the
minor roles of women in the social arenas, immigration has caused many
opportunities and hardships for Afghan women, and thus these facts have been used
as a basis for reflection in fictional literature. In particular, female writers have
considered the phenomenon of immigration with a special view from a feminine
perspective and represented it in their works (Rafizadeh, 2018, 3). Therefore, raising
the knowledge of female Afghans about their status in society has been an important
development in recent decades. Women and related issues have been important
topics in Afghan fictional literature. The categories such as "woman", "Afghan
woman", and "Afghan immigrant woman’, and their conceptual constructs in the
context of critical art are considered important parameters in identifying the value
importance of these women. Due to this knowledge, women describe these situations
with a critical view. The evaluation of Afghanistan's fictional literature not only
introduces the general situation of Afghan society, but also provides researchers with
the concerns, dreams, opportunities, and collective feelings that are reflected in this
type of literature (Rafizadeh, 2018, 2). Therefore, the examination of novels,
collections of contemporary stories, and nonfiction by female Afghan writers as
active members of this society, who have deeply tolerated and understood the pain of
inequality and different kinds of violence against women (Hoseynansari, 2019) can
provide the context to explore and reflect the appearance and position of migrant
women or types of misogyny from many novels and stories, and also criticize social
traditions, inequalities, the fight against traditional values of patriarchy, and express
the oppression on Afghan immigrant women with a careful approach to fictional
literature and the worldview of contemporary female Afghan writers.


https://contemporarylit.ihcs.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=90312&_au=o%2Cforoh++mosavi&lang=en
https://contemporarylit.ihcs.ac.ir/?_action=article&au=27596&_au=maryam++Hosseini&lang=en

PURPOSE

The present study aims to investigate the construction of the concept of female
Afghan immigrants in contemporary fictional literature of Afghanistan to identify
their representations in the literary genre of essay (short story), interpret them based
on the cultural context of the host country and explain the nature of its identity as a
new situation in evaluating the immigrants' problems.

METHODOLOGY

The nonfiction "Border” from the collection of short stories "Why Shouldn’t Make
Darkness My God? by Masoumeh Jafari, a contemporary Afghan writer, was selected
as a sample and analyzed and studied with the theoretical insight of Homi K. Bhabha
and Theodor W. Adorno, using the Seymour Chatman's narrative analysis in three
sections, story, discourse, and ideology, to reveal its narrative language and
ideological positions on the concept of female Afghan immigrants.

FINDINGS

The nonfiction "Border" is about a young Afghan immigrant girl who, on the one
hand, has experienced a kind of forced migration due to the unfavorable economic
and security conditions of Afghanistan and their effects on the normal routine of her
family's daily life, and on the other hand, due to her father's final decision to leave
Afghanistan. Therefore, she has been living in Iran with her family for 17 years.
According to this story, as the girl steps into her youth, she faces an identity crisis, a
wandering identity crisis, as she is not only unable to adapt to the host country, but
also cannot forget the memory of her motherland, as if this feeling of wandering,
longing, confusion, and displacement has no end for her. Meanwhile, the life
conditions and bitter experiences have given the main character the ability to
overcome the slippery border and weakness created by migration through awareness,
will, and existential capacities; hence, with an informed and critical mind, especially
regarding the identity crises experienced in Iran, she curiously and demandingly
searches for a new way to overcome identity sufferings and achieve a normal life free
from any anxiety and regret. Therefore, the young girl decides to re-immigrate to a
new land and not her homeland to achieve a life free from stress and regret.

CONCLUSION

This research represents a combination of characteristics, mental state, behavioral
patterns, social status, and familial and social relations reflected from the young
Afghan immigrant girl in the nonfiction "Border" as an example of female Afghan
immigrants' situation abroad (Iran) and implies that the complexity of the identity
process occurs not only at the intersection of conflicting cultures or civilizations but
also at the intersection of politics and power relations. Critical art (contemporary
fictional literature of Afghanistan, using the nonfiction genre) has utilized its
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function and role inside the nonfiction to analyze and criticize the structures of
domination and oppression of the host society and overcome such situations by
presenting true awareness. According to Adorno, this function is an important role
of art.

NOVELTY

In this study, three significant points can be considered as the turning points
compared to previous studies, especially domestic ones in Iran: First, most previous
Iranian studies paid attention to the causes and contexts of migration but paid less
attention to the reason and nature of these changes and their relationships with the
discourse of the story. Second, there are few domestic studies about migration
literature using fictional genres (nonfiction) and thus it is impossible to compare the
results of this study. Third, most of these studies often focused on the construction of
female immigrants in the Afghan society rather than in the host (destination) society.
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