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ABSTRACT

The study emphasizes the exacerbated areas of conflict and distance between religions and sects in
Iran’s southeastern province of Sistan and Baluchestan. Within the framework of a qualitative study
and based on the grounded theory, interviews were conducted with 25 young people from different
regions of Sistan and Baluchistan who have been living in Zahedan over a six-month period. Following
the principle of theoretical sampling, semi-structured interviews were conducted with the participants.
The findings were coded and analyzed through the Strauss and Corbin method. In open coding, the
interviews were read multiple times, resulting in the extraction of approximately 95 meaningful
concepts. These were then synthesized into 7 main and abstract categories as well as 16 subcategories.
Finally, a core category "conflicting forces and disintegration of interactions between religions and
sects,” which is comprehensive and concise, was extracted capturing all the main categories and
narrative of the data. This research demonstrates that factors such as discrimination, non-acceptance
of others, lack of wisdom among some religious scholars, and the absence of free discourse in a socio-
cultural context shaped by economic problems and influenced by geographical factors as well as the
intervention of factors such as extreme ethnic and religious prejudices, led to the formation of an
extremist and biased network with internal and external interests, which work towards preventing
interaction between religions and sects. The outcome of this process is humiliating and insulting
actions of people, as well as a change in their perception of religion.
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INTRODUCTION

This research focuses on the role of conflicting forces in disrupting interactions
between religions and sects in Sistan and Baluchestan province. This province
possesses rich and, at the same time, resilient ethnic and religious characteristics,
making it an excellent case study. In other words, considering its diverse ethnic and
religious environment, the issue of interaction or distance between religions in this
province can be a highly significant subject for study and therefore, this topic was
chosen for this research.

PORPUSE

The main objective of this research is to answer the questions: What role does
conflicting forces play in creating distance or discord among their followers? What
factors contribute to the distancing between religious and sectarian groups? As such,
the current study concentrates on studying the underlying factors that lead to the
emergence of distance between religions and sects in Sistan and Baluchestan
province.

METHODOLOGY

As said before, the research has been conducted in the framework of qualitative study
and is based on the grounded theory. For that purpose, interviews were conducted
with 25 young people from different regions of Sistan and Baluchistan who have been
living in Zahedan. Following the principle of theoretical sampling, semi-structured
interviews were conducted with the participants. The findings were coded and
analyzed using the Strauss and Corbin method. Approximately 95 meaningful
concepts were extracted from what was collected from the interviewees. These
concepts were then synthesized into 7 main and more abstract categories and 16
subcategories in axial coding.

FINDINGS

In this research, the central and core category is "conflicting forces and disintegration
of interactions between religions and sects" that consistently emerges from the data
to which all other main categories is relate with. The central phenomenon shows how
cultural conditions resulting from ethnic and religious values, as well as social,
economic, and political circumstances, contribute to religious polarization and
distancing between religions in Sistan and Baluchestan. The above core issue is called
so because it is constructed from the categories ie. "reduced trust in religious
authorities," "unjust social structure and disintegration of religious interactions,"
"integration of religious and ethnic affiliation and the construction of biased group
identities,” "dominance of a non-interactional and divisive culture between religions,”
"economic and cultural geography as a social divisive factor,” "propagation of



exclusive intra-group interactions,” and “the perpetuation of derogatory behaviors in
collective interactions.” As per the findings, it must be acknowledged that conditions
conducive to religious and sectarian conflicts are still being observed in the province.
Nevertheless, the requirement of today's world is constructive interaction and mutual
communication to improve the quality of life in all dimensions. Unfortunately, that
process of interactions between religions, ethnicities, and sects either do not take
shape or develop at slow pace or most often encounter with problems due to power
dynamics and sometimes under the influence of traditionalist atmospheres within
different societies. This is akin to the theory of clash of civilizations which suggests
cultural clashes. It must be noted that countries with rich cultural and religious
diversity like Iran, necessary measures have not been taken to create conducive
environment for resolving conflicts between religions and sects, and actions against
certain political and governing bodies involved in propagating discord and
divisiveness. This claim is substantiated by the current research data, as almost all
participants with diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds emphasized the existence
of ethnic and religiously-motivated discrimination in various areas of social life,
hence, this inequality and injustice is a clear reason for the emergence of conflicts
between religions.

CONCLUSION

The research results testify the role of religious scholars in instigating conflicts
between religions and sects. People's sensitivity towards the words and actions of
religious scholars is greater in societies which are under the influence of a theocratic
government, and the basis of policymaking is ideological and the clergy themselves.
Since the majority of people perceive religious figures and scholars as the
representatives of their religion, it is a bit natural that the people are more influenced
by this group in religious matters and related issues. As this research has
demonstrated, the biases and sometimes irrational and unwise attitudes of certain
religious scholars, as well as their contradictory speeches and behaviors in personal
and social matters, have been sources for changing people's perceptions of the overall
religion and, ultimately, in creating distance between religions and sects. Given the
necessity of constructive interaction for comprehensive development in Sistan and
Baluchestan province, where people suffer from numerous problems and
deprivation, it is essential to create a platform for open and logical dialogue between
religions and sects. This includes the need to eliminate ethnic and religious
discrimination in employment, granting important managerial and executive
responsibilities, and offering urban and rural privileges. Adopting a national and
non-sectarian perspective in solving citizens' problems and implementing unity-
oriented educational programs in schools and universities can also help promote
harmony. Additionally, mutual respect among followers of different religions and
sects, acceptance of others, recognition of minority rights, refraining from extreme
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ethnic and religious biases, establishing constructive interactions, focusing on
commonalities and concord among religions, and engaging in collective actions
aligned with the goals can all lead to a reduction in differences and the approximation
of religions and sects.

NOVELTY

Although numerous studies have been conducted on the characteristics of religious
convergence and the importance of interfaith interactions, there have been fewer
investigations into the factors and forces leading to divergence and distance between
religions and sects. The significance of this issue is particularly felt in Iran, a country
known for its notable ethnic and religious diversity, specifically in Sistan and
Baluchestan province. Therefore, efforts have been made in this study to address this
research gap to some extent.
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