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Evaluation and Prioritization of Affecting Geographical Factors

on Iran's Defense Power
Afshin Mottaghi Dastanaee ™ *
Sajjad Najafi *

Abstract

Iran's special geopolitical position in the region has created threats to the country at
different times, which has made the necessity of full military preparation to deal with the
inevitable threats for Iran. Also, the need to strengthen the country's defense power is
considered as a basic and important principle in the country's foreign policy. Among the
various factors affecting the defense power of the country, geographical factors have a
prominent and decisive role. In this regard, this study aims to evaluate and prioritize the
affecting geographical factors on Iran's defense power. In this library study, based on ¥+
experts’ opinions, YY geographical indicators were counted. Second, with the formation
of an expert group, similar indicators were merged and YA factors were determined.
Third, the value of the factors was determined and ranked based on the opinion of
experts, and ) important and effective factors were determined again. Finally, using the
importance-performance of IPA analysis method, the value of the importance and
performance of each factor was determined separately based on the Likert scale. The
results indicated three high priority factors that have high importance and performance
(natural and forced geographical conditions and special geographical terrain; spatial
density of the country and the amount of population density in different and border areas
of the country; zoning and the prioritization of border areas based on risk and possible
threats) and four factors with high importance and low performance (strategic location
of the southern coasts and possession of numerous islands; strategic breadth and depth
of the country; geopolitical weight of the country; communication and maritime situation
of the country and access to open waters).

Keywords: Power, Defense Power, Iran, Futurology, Performance Evaluation, IPA

Analysis.
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