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ABSTRACT

According to prevalent narratives, firstly, the Iranian revolution was the outcome of the dominance
of the religious-traditional part of the society over the modern part. And secondly, it was the same
religious-traditional section that took power and had their sway over the Iranian society after the
victory of the revolution. This article wants to challenge both of these narratives. From this article’s
perspective, the religious-traditional section of pre-revolutionary Iran itself can be divided into
political and non-political parts. The discourse of “political Islam” was different from those of
traditional and conservative ones which prevailed among large parts of the religion-oriented
population of Iran. But the second and more important point is that even the pre-revolution
discourse of political Islam did not remain the same, after the revolution and with the establishment
of the Islamic Republic in the 1980s. It was found that during the post-revolutionary era, a new
discourse was emerging as a result of the conjuncture of the event of war and “Imam Khomeini’s
charisma”. This discourse shaped an ideology that gave legitimacy to the Islamic Republic in the
sixties, inevitably demanded obedient and conservative subjects and could not remain the same
discourse that nurtured rebellious revolutionary subjects prior to the revolution.
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INTRODUCTION

In the decades leading up to the 1979 Revolution, one of the active forces in Iran's
social field was the religious one. Prevailing narratives point to two main aspects.
First, the primary conflict in pre-revolutionary Iranian society was between modern
and traditional-religious forces and the collapse of the Pahlavi rule was due to the
dominance of same traditional-religious forces. Second, the same people of pre-
revolutionary era with traditional-religious orientation turned into hegemonic after
the victory of the revolution. Regarding the first point, it should be noted that the
whole religious population was not revolutionary. In other words, the main part of
the religious forces and their representatives, the clergy, had a conservative mindset
and did not want a revolution. Only a small fraction of the religious forces
synchronizing with leftist and anti-colonial Muslims turned into a political force.
But this is not a novel point at all. The more significant and perhaps new claim the
article wants to highlight is that the discourse of the 1980s was not the same as that
of the 1960s and 1970s. These discourses created two different types of people. The
question this article aims to address is what was the arrangement of socio-political
forces (or the ratio between the signifiers) befor and after the revolution; and what
kind of people did each of these two different arrangements create among the
Islamist forces.

PURPOSE

Te paper aims to analyze forces especially traditional-religious ones in pre-and post-
revolutionary era in Iran. In prevailing narratives, firstly, the Iranian revolution was
caused by the dominance of the part of society. Secondly, it was the same
traditional-religious section that took power after the revolution and became
dominant. Both of these points have been challenged in the article.

METHODOLOGY

(U]

In the paper, the sign of "people” is understood in opposition to "Raeiat". "People”
here refers the group who has certain rights and the government must recognize
these rights officially. On the other hand, "Raeiat" represents those who have more
"duties” than "rights" before the government. The second lot is merely obliged to
follow the rulers and respect their sanctity. In this perspective, the modern state
under whose rule “citizenship” is possible, unlike the "traditional” one, is a secular
system (and not a holy one) that derives its legitimacy from the people (not from
any transcendental sphere). In this view, the state pushes for development planning.

From the perspective of the current article, the transition from "Raeiat” to
"people” (or the formation of "modern state”) becomes possible when a central
power can unify the entire population under a single and unified control. This
central power is the same modern state. Such a state uses different ideologies to



legitimize itself. The traditional government controls society through tribal
divisions, while the modern state through bureaucracy, controls every individual
from a single center. In such a state, (whether Nationalist or Islamist) the "people”
are the subjects of the state’s sovereignty, directly controlled and “created” by the
state. The "people” emerge when the state successfully creates its subjects. Therefore,
contrary to the common narrative, "people” are not a collection of free and
autonomous individuals who live according to their personal choices and the state
respects their freedom and autonomy, rather they are various subject created by the
state in different ways, who serve the state’s interests; a group within national
borders who are under a hegemonic ideology. The article's question is about the
types of “people” created by the Islamic Republic during its early years (that is, from
the beginning until the death of Ayatollah Khomeini), and how they differ from
Islamist subjects of the 1960s and 1970s.

This writing, as it is clear from the terminology, is in the framework of theory
and method of discourse analysis (in the sense of Laclau and Mouffe). The raw
materials or data were collected from a wide range of works including books,
newspaper articles, music, movies, etc.

FINDINGS

The religious discourse of the 60s and 70s was divided into two parts. One is
“prescriptive theology" which was traditional and conservative. The other part was
"political Islam" or "Islamism,” which was revolutionary and transformative. In the
traditional "prescriptive theology" (of which the "Practical Treatise" is considered a
full-fledged symbol), religion was a matter pronounced from above, by the religious
authority. Establishing religious duties consisted of a defined set of rules, beliefs,
and customs. A hierarchical system ruled over religion, in which, there was
comprehensive knowledge from above, and the follower was obedient and executor
at the lower level. The relationship between the follower and religion was
“obedience”. Religion was the personal relationship of each religious person with
the other world, which was established through and with the guidance of scholars,
and individuality and stability were its two main characteristics. The main concern
of this stream, “clearing doubts”, was to demonstrate the compatibility of Islam with
modern science and rationality. For them, what is called modernity was not the
emergence of a new type of rationality that would understand the world from a
different foundation. For them, modernity meant material progress and spiritual
backwardness of the West; a sinful development spread to us and its development
was denied to us.

On the other hand, along with this conservative theology, a revolutionary
theology also gradually emerged which was challenger and combatant. This
theology, of which Shariati was a leading figure in the beginning, and then
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Ayatollah Khomeini was added to it, combined Shiism with left and anti-
colonialism and provided a high mobilizing power. Along with Shariati's Islamic-
revolutionary works, a text was published called “A Letter from Imam Kashif al-
Ghita”, which consisted of the lessons by Ayatollah Khomeini's Najaf in the 1940s,
featuring a unique style compared to the formal seminary literature, rich with terms
such as colonialism, justice, state formation, and power acquisition in the Muslim
community. This work signifies the emergence of a different form of Islam (political
Islam or “Islamism™), that is oriented towards political power and change, a form of
Muslim that did not exist in the main body of the field. However, is this political
Islam and those who emerged after the revolution of became hegemonic? Or was
the discourse of the 70s the result of a break with the Islamism of the 60s?

A discourse that was formed after the establishment of the Islamist trend, and
the "people” that were created in the framework of this discourse, was not exactly
the same as those in the pre-revolutionary period. This new discourse became
possible in the context of several main events: First, the excitement resulting from
the revolution's victory; second, Ayatollah Khomeini’s charisma; and third, the
imposed war. The conjuncture of these events made possible a type of "people” in
which the population was homogenized around the symbol of Islam; a sign, which,
despite its claim of purity and eternality, was formed in a context of articulating a
set of different elements. In such an environment, the totality of what was called
"Islamic system” was legitimized within the duality of "Islam-infidelity" and was
distinguished from others. This homogenized space recognized only one subject i.e.
legitimate within itself: the subject of "Hezbollahi" who is loyal to the "Sacred
Islamic System". The duality of "Hezbollahi-hypocrite" rejected any subject outside
of this discourse as an abnormal one. The charisma of Imam Khomeini was a
central moment in the dominant discourse which made it possible for the people to
become a unitied entity. This unity seemingly possessed a shared ideal to which they
were all devoted. Within this relationship, both charisma and a particular form of
"people” were shaped, which was unified, mass-oriented, and structureless. These
individuals were directly connected to the leader, forming a society where there was
no structural complexity, religious diversity, or variety of lifestyles.

The seemingly contradictory combination of 'prescriptive religion"
(jurisprudential) with "mysticism” in the discourse of the Islamic Republic's first
period is one of the characteristics of this era. The charismatic characteristic of the
leader of the revolution was that while he was a religious authority for Shia, he also
had a mystical aspect. The character of the "qualified jurist-mystic" was introduced
as an example of a perfect human. War was another element of the discourse
dominating the First Republic, which in its articulation with other elements, became
a defining moment in the discourse of this decade. The most significant impact of
the war was the unification of ‘people’ around a common collective ideal to which



everyone was loyal ‘to the last drop of blood." War embodied the struggle of truth
against falsehood, and made it possible for a central signifier to emerge, thus,
eliminating all possible meanings of 'people' and, in a close bond with itself, created
a unified meaning for 'people’ under the title of 'the martyr-nurturing nation'.

In such a discursive space, the relationship between “people” and "state” was a
hierarchical relationship that had a dual aspect: both from top to bottom and from
bottom to top. On one hand, this relationship was top-down because the "sacred
system" was at the top and the "people,” at the bottom, became "people” only by
their loyalty to that system and sacrifice for it: "the nation of martyrs". On the other
hand, the relationship was bottom-up because it was the approval of the system by
the people through the expression of their loyalty that made the system legitimate.
In summary, within a specific articulation among various elements including
charisma, people, Islam, Iran, revolution, and war, "people” assumed a specific
meaning with its center being "obedience and loyalty."

CONCLUSION

The "people” who were being formed in the fervor and excitement of war during the
first period of the Islamic Republic were not the same who were created in the call
for an Islamic-revolutionary discourse of the 1960s and 1970s. After the victory of
the revolution, the intoxication of triumph, combined with the charisma of the
ruling elite on the one hand, and the necessity of love and sacrifice in the war on the
other, intertwined to create a space of enthusiastic obedience. Although it was
enthusiastic, this fervor was a counter-fervor that the revolution itself brought
about. The "revolutionary" passion of the 1970s was the passion of "opposition", but
the "war" of the 1970s became the passion of "obedience” and separated insiders
from outsiders.

After the victory of the revolution, the meaning of "people” transformed into
“masses” and they were no longer suspicious, deviant population in need of
guidance and correction. They were the "owners of the revolution”; they are
“followers" who had pledged “allegiance” to their "Imam" and were ready to
“sacrifice” themselves “in the path of revolution”. They were the ones who granted
legitimacy to the system, not through "approving" it but through "obeying". The
relationship between the people and the system was the relationship between
charisma and its followers. However, these "people” are no longer the entire Muslim
community of the world rather the people of "Iran".

NOVELTY

The article is important in the sense that it deal with many important aspects of two
stages of Iran i.e. before and after the revolution. It emphasizes many aspect such as
the circle of "Islam-atheism" or "Hezbollahi-hypocrite" which is narrower than the

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Humanities

Abstract




circle of "domination-struggle”. More importantly, the duality of "power-resistance"
is a common and goes beyond identities, and its emancipation lies in its generality.
But the duality of "Hezbollahi-hypocrite” is identifier as it is different “inside” from
“outside”. In the "power-resistance” duality, the legitimizing core is the same as
resistance with ideal action being "struggle".
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