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The Role of Soft and Gentle Speech in Correcting the Behavior of Stubborn
and Rebellious Individuals (with a Focus on the Verse 44 of Surah Taha)
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Abstract
Background and aim: By studying and carefully analyzing Quranic stories, we
find that divine prophets have employed appropriate methods in their
communication with audiences to achieve their noble goals, serving as a good
practical model for humans. Dealing with the disobedience of youth poses a
challenging situation for parents, and in the context of contemporary society,
finding the right approach to dealing with stubborn and rebellious individuals is
crucial for guiding them. The aim of this research is to investigate the role of soft
and gentle speech in correcting the behavior of stubborn and rebellious
individuals, with a focus on verse 44 of Surah Taha.
Method: This research utilized an applied aim with a qualitative approach.
Descriptive-analytical data collection involves the entire Quranic corpus. In
explaining and analyzing the concept of "soft speech,” a semantic method is
employed. The analysis involves extracting the meaning of the text layers related
to "soft speech” by utilizing semantic relationships, context, substitution, and co-
occurrence principles within the language's internal structure. To enhance the
credibility, validity, and reliability of the findings, consultation with experts in the
field and academia has been employed.
Results: The research findings indicate that in the Quran, emphasizing the
principle of speaking softly and gently for effective communication with the
audience is crucial. The results show that reform and greater impact are achieved
through softness, kindness, love, and building trust, accompanied by reasoning,
clarity, and decisiveness.
Conclusion: Through a semantic examination of "soft speech” and attention to
the context of verses related to verse 44 of Surah Taha and associated terms (such
as admonition and fear), it is concluded that dealing with rebellious individuals
should involve reminding them and instilling fear of the Almighty, leading to
their guidance. Therefore, one should avoid harsh words or speech that not only
fails to redirect the youth but also steers them towards corruption.
Keywords: Semantics, behavior, deviant behavior, guidance, soft speech, co-
occurrence, substitution.
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