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i Abstract
: Background and Objective: The aim of this study was to examine the mediating
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: role of inspiration in the association between entrepreneurship education and
: entrepreneurial mindset among students.

research methodology: The research design was descriptive — correlational. The

: research population included Iranian students at public universities. A total of 100

students were selected using convenience sampling method. Entrepreneurship
: Education questionnaire, Entrepreneurial Mindset, Entrepreneurship Inspiration of
¢ Cui Sun & Bell (2021) were used to collect the data. To analyze the collected data
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i structural equation modeling were conducted via SPSS and PLS.

i Findings: The Findings show that extracurricular activities have a positive
relationship  with entrepreneurial inspiration and Mindset dimensions.
: Entrepreneurial inspiration has a positive relationship with Alertness to
: opportunity, Ambiguity tolerance, and Dispositional optimism and entrepreneurial
: Mindset. Entrepreneurial inspiration has a mediating role in the association

between extracurricular activities and entrepreneurial Mindset. In other parts,
: results show that there is not a significant relationship between Curriculum
: attendance with entrepreneurial inspiration and Mindset; there is not a significant
: relationship between Entrepreneurial inspiration and risk propensity, and
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entrepreneurial inspiration has no mediating role in the relationship between the
¢ Curriculum attendance and the entrepreneurial mindset. Finally, the direct effect of

extracurricular activities was significantly positive, while the direct effect of
: curriculum attendance was not positive.
: Conclusion: Economic, social and cultural development planning programs should
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consider the entrepreneurial Mindset component. This aim is possible by moving
: away from the implementation of compulsory curricula in the formal system and
: turning to extracurricular activities. In this regards, designing more elective courses
:and extracurricular activities contrast to the mandatory curriculum and
: participation in official programs can be possible.
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The mediating role of inspiration on the relationship betwee entrepreneurship education (Extracurricular, Curriculum) and entrepreneurial
mindset of students

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Entrepreneurship education should be considered at the university level (Ndou et al, 2018). Increasing
entrepreneurial mindset which growingly being taught is one main aim of entrepreneurship education.
(Kwapisz, Schell, Aytes & Bryant, 2021). Kirby & lbrahim (2011) discuss that entrepreneurship is a pre-
planned behavior; therefore, this can show the training possibility of entrepreneurship and the on other hand the
influence of acceptance mindset as a result of training. Furthermore, entrepreneurship education is effective in
inspiration forming, on another hand, entrepreneurial inspiration can have effect on entrepreneurial mindset.
This suggests that inspiration can be a mediating factor in the relationship between entrepreneurship education
and entrepreneurial mindset (Cui, Sun, Bell, 2021). Entrepreneurship education is the main source of
inspirational stimuli (Lorz, 2011). Therefore, the aim of this study was to examine the mediating role of
inspiration in the association between entrepreneurship education and entrepreneurial mindset among students.

Methodology:

The research design was descriptive — correlational. The research population included Iranian students at public
universities. A total of 100 students were selected using convenience sampling method. Entrepreneurship
Education questionnaire, Entrepreneurial Mindset, Entrepreneurship Inspiration of Cui Sun & Bell (2021) were
used to collect the data. To analyze the collected data structural equation modeling were conducted via SPSS
and PLS. Entrepreneurship education as an independent variable was measured by two constructs: "curriculum "
and "extracurricular activity". Four dimensions include 1. Opportunity (6 items); 2. Risk propensity (five items);
3. Ambiguity tolerance (5 items); and 4. Dispositional optimism (6 cases) were used to measure entrepreneurial
mindset as dependent variable. Entrepreneurial inspiration was used as mediating variable

Results:

The Findings show that extracurricular activities have a positive relationship with entrepreneurial inspiration
and Mindset dimensions. Entrepreneurial inspiration has a positive relationship with Alertness to opportunity,
Ambiguity tolerance, and Dispositional optimism and entrepreneurial Mindset. Entrepreneurial inspiration has a
mediating role in the association between extracurricular activities and entrepreneurial Mindset. In other parts,
results show that there is not a significant relationship between Curriculum attendance with entrepreneurial
inspiration and Mindset; there is not a significant relationship between Entrepreneurial inspiration and risk
propensity, and entrepreneurial inspiration has no mediating role in the relationship between the Curriculum
attendance and the entrepreneurial mindset. Finally, the direct effect of extracurricular activities was
significantly positive, while the direct effect of curriculum attendance was not positive.

Discussion and conclusion:

Economic, social and cultural development planning programs should consider the entrepreneurial Mindset
component. This aim is possible by moving away from the implementation of compulsory curricula in the
formal system and turning to extracurricular activities. In this regards, designing more elective courses and
extracurricular activities contrast to the mandatory curriculum and participation in official programs can be
possible. It is recommended to consider teaching with an entrepreneurial orientation. Instead of officially
teaching entrepreneurship and presentation entrepreneurship courses, competence and skills needed for
entrepreneurship should be presented informally. Students are the output of the education system and their
current characteristics are rooted in previous training; therefore, planning must be done in advance.
Entrepreneurship-oriented education in the early years of children development should be considered in the
curriculum and Kikigaki method can be used to teach entrepreneurship in this regards. Inviting successful
entrepreneurs in training programs, and through questions and answers sessions with them, knowledge, emotion
and behavior related to entrepreneurship can be increased.
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