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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, urban areas are experiencing a high growth rate due to globalization and technological and cultural
changes. Urban changes, as a dynamic system, always have a significant impact on the urban environment and
interactions between cities (AbouKorin, 2017:1822). Interactions between cities are different on temporal and
spatial scales and are closely related to their function in the settlement system. Small towns have a special
position in urban systems due to their abundance and distribution. Strengthening the function of small towns in
the urban system will control the unbalanced distribution of the population and unplanned migrations. In the
past few decades, paying attention to the issue of urban system analysis and the need of urban and regional
planners and decision-makers in this field to predict possible changes in the future has led to the formation of
future study methods on urban issues. One of the basic goals in regional foresight is to identify the key factors
in the development of the region (Ebrahimzadeh and Mousavi, 2016: 45). Considering that, the creation and
strengthening of functions in small towns can play an effective role in their development as well as improving
the settlement system and regional development; therefore, it is necessary to identify the factors and drivers
affecting the function of small towns and develop their scenarios. Due to the significant increase of small towns
in the urban network of Fars province in the past few decades and the existence of the urban primacy
phenomenon (Shiraz city) in the urban system of the province, as well as the relationship between small towns
in the central Fars region and the metropolis of Shiraz, the central region of Fars is considered as the study area.
The purpose of this research is the foresight of the function of small towns with a population of 25,000 people
and less in the urban system of the central region of Fars province until 1410.

Study Area

Fars Province, located in the southwest of Iran, is the fourth-largest province in the country. This province was
divided into 5 districts in the national physical plan in 2015. According to the latest divisions, the central
district of Fars province consists of 10 townships: Shiraz, Marvdasht, Sepidan, Kherameh, Pasargad, Arsanjan,
Sarvestan, Kavar, Beyza, and Zarghan. In this area, there are 22 small towns with a population of less than
25,000 people (Statistical Yearbook of Fars Province, 2015: 161).

Material and Methods

This research is practical in terms of purpose, and in terms of its nature, it is based on the methods of future
research, analytical and exploratory science, which has been done with a combination of quantitative and
qualitative models. The method of collecting information to know the studied area is the documentary based on
the information of the Iran Statistics Center. In this research, 37 indicators have been identified and extracted as
factors and drivers affecting the function of small towns in five economic, infrastructure, social, management
and planning, and environmental dimensions, and then they have been localized according to the situation and
conditions of the study area. The statistical sample of this research is 17 urban and regional planning experts
who were selected purposefully. To collect information, two questionnaires of the cross-impact analysis matrix
and importance-certainty were used to formulate scenarios, and they were analyzed in MICMAC and Scenario
Wizard software, respectively. In this research, 15 key factors and drivers have been identified in order to
formulate scenarios. In order to determine the importance-certainty status for each key factor, three favourable,
intermediate, and critical situations have been considered, and different scenarios have been produced using
Scenario Wizard software. In the initial analysis of the cross-impact analysis matrix by MICMAC software, the
degree of filling of the matrix is equal to 86.99%, which indicates that most factors influence each other. The
distribution of indicators on the diagram and its diagonal shape indicates the instability of the system. 15
factors with a two-dimensional nature have been identified as key factors by the MICMAC software, which is
mainly economic in nature. After identifying the key factors, three possible futures have been considered in the
range of favorable, unchanged, and unfavorable for each factor, and finally, a total of 45 possible situations has
been formulated. The Scenario Wizard software has identified 12 scenarios with a maximum compatibility of
one out of many possible scenarios. These scenarios were classified into four groups based on the level of
desirability, each of which includes scenarios with common characteristics and little difference in one or more
situations among 15 key factors. In most scenarios, the future status of the function of small towns in the study
area will continue with the current conditions and with a relatively favorable trend. Although the scenarios also
show hopes for the occurrence of completely favorable conditions, absolutely critical conditions and worsening
of the future situation of the studied area are not far from expected.



Vol. 13, No. 48 Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement £ 61

Conclusion

Small towns have a special position in settlement systems due to their functions, and the development and
strengthening of their functions depend on various factors that should be considered in the planning of small
towns with a foresight approach. The main purpose of this research is to foresight the functions of small towns
in the urban system of the Fars central area up to 1410. By identifying 15 key factors and paying attention to
the possible situations that each of these factors is likely to face and also by exploiting the existing potentials, it
can be expected that strengthening the function of small towns in this area will lead to more balance in its urban
system. The most probable scenarios indicate the continuation of the current trend and the gradual favorability
of key factors until 1410. First, key factors such as “growth of innovation and creativity in economic and social
activities”, “decentralization of political and economic functions from the center of the province and delegation
of authority to small cities” and “implementation of spatial development programs” have appeared in most
scenarios in an optimistic state; therefore, it is inevitable to pay attention to this issue in future decision-
making. Second, the key factor of “exploitation of natural power and capabilities at the local and regional
level” is in a critical situation in most scenarios, and this is considered a threat that should be adjusted by
determining appropriate limits. Currently, most of the small towns in the study area have relative economic
advantages. In addition, the realization of factors such as “attracting domestic and foreign productive
investments along with the government's incentive policies”, “government investment in order to remove
deprivation and provide services in line with balancing policies”, “maintenance and attraction of expert staff”
can be effective in improving the functioning of these towns and the occurrence of favorable scenarios.
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