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Abstract

Sparks of transformation in Persian and Russian literature centered on Nima
Yoshij and Alexander Pushkin. Fascinated and loving poets, who firstly love
their individuality and secondly love the society in which they live. Poets who
cannot bear the suffering of the oppressed people and sit quietly, are looking
for a way to sympathize with the people and awaken the mass of the people,
Both poets spent a period of their lives in exile because of their liberating
thoughts, they are still in exile in love with their homeland and the nature of
their land, Sometimes they despair, but they don't let despair stop them from
continuing on their way, They try again and find a way to express what needs
to be expressed. With their constant presence in their poetry, Nima and
Pushkin eliminate the distance between the poem and the poet, bring the poem
closer to their time, and actually become one with their own poetry, Nima
combines reality with nature, and Pushkin combines reality with history, and
they express what needs to be expressed with a new language.
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1. Introduction

Research background

Nima Yooshij, the father of modern Persian poetry, and Alexander Pushkin,
the father of modern Russian literature, were both eminent and influential
poets active during different historical periods. Each of them is an avant-garde
in innovative movements within the literary tradition of their respective
languages. Nima is the most prominent link connecting contemporary Persian
literature, especially poetry, with world literature. Persian poetry, which had
reached its pinnacle centuries ago, was now facing a kind of decline in
engaging with contemporary societal issues. Poetry required a new revolution,
which Nima sparked within Persian poetry. Akhavan Sales states, “This
revolution and his transformation of our sick and stagnated poetry had the
effect of a prescription for recovery, movement, and vitality” (Akhavan-Sales,
1990, p.55). Sirus Tahbaz says, “Nima’s innovation in the realm of poetry is
not merely an imitation of the West or a destruction of Persian poetry. Rather,
he sought to revive Persian poetry” (Tahbaz, 1989, p.40). Nima states, “No
one denies the beauty of classical poetry, but everything has its necessities,
beauty, and time. The artist must bear in mind that he belongs to the people.
Art is the remedy for all pains and the vehicle for progress in life since others
have built our lives. Art owes something to others” (Rahnama, 1998, p.19).

2. Goals, questions, assumptions

This study aims to compare the perspectives of two influential great poets of
the contemporary era in modern Persian and Russian literature. The study of
this nature has been conducted for the first time. It examines the common
factors present in the social conditions, thoughts, and emotions of the two
poets that motivate them to innovate and transform. In other words, this paper
focuses on the events surrounding Nima and Pushkin, the two great poets, that
drive them to strive to create the grounds for transformation in the literary
world of their respective cultures.

3. Main discussion

Alexander Pushkin and Nima Yooshij, two great innovative thinkers in
Russian and Persian literature, lived in different historical periods. One is
known as the father of modern Russian literature, and the other as the father of
modern Persian poetry. With Nima’s understanding of ancient literature and
great literary figures such as Hafez and Nizami Ganjavi, his comprehension of
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the contemporary world literary developments stemming from his familiarity
with Western literature, as well as his social and political consciousness, he
establishes a new theory and vision in Persian poetry. Persian poetry, which
had reached its zenith centuries ago, was now facing a kind of impasse and
decline in engaging with contemporary societal issues. Poetry was demanding
a revolution, which Nima sparked within Persian poetry. Nima is influenced
by world literature in his innovation and avant-garde thinking. His familiarity
with the French language and interest in the literature of other nations paves
his way. As Nima stated, one of the individuals who influenced him was the
great Russian poet Pushkin.

Russian literature before Pushkin was cold, harsh, and lifeless. Pushkin was
familiar with French literature and other nations and sought to create a new
path to bring poetry closer to prose and make it more comprehensible. Pushkin
gave the Russian language a literary aspect and during his lifetime had a
decisive influence among his contemporary fellow countrymen and poets. His
poems were instantly popular as soon as they were composed. He created a
school that was above all other literary schools. His method was to express
extensive ideas in a minimum of words. Pushkin and Nima could not tolerate
the suffering of oppressed people and remain silent. They sought ways to
sympathize with people and raise the awareness of the masses. Due to their
liberating ideas, both poets spent periods of their lives in exile. Even in exile,
they remained enamored with their homeland and nature. Both experienced
individual love moved past it, and contemplated a loftier love. At times they
fell into despair and hopelessness but did not allow it to deter them from
continuing onward. They tried again and forged new paths to articulate what
needed expression.

4. Conclusion

Pushkin and Nima, two great avant-garde thinkers in Russian and Persian
literature, addressed the issues of their contemporary societies in the language
of the people. While adhering to their national customs, and with full
awareness of the literature before them and preserving its system and rules,
they made efforts to pave a new way to bring poetry among the masses. With
intelligence and social awareness, they realized that the cold, harsh classical
Russian literature and the strict, formalistic Persian literature had become
detached from the ordinary people of society and lost their function. Hence,
they sought to eliminate the gap between literature and the people. Both were
interested in folk literature and used the language of the people to convey their
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pains. Pushkin and Nima had both moved past individual love and nurtured
within them a transcendent love for their fellow human beings. They lived in
times where the dictatorship of the ruling class on one hand, and the
deprivation of the masses on the other compelled them to seek solutions and
play a role in the awakening of society. When they could not directly advocate
for the people and defend freedom, Nima turned to the phenomena of nature
and used them as symbols for societal ones, while Pushkin turned to history
and historical tales to articulate what needed to be expressed. Just as Pushkin
and Nima tried to eliminate the gap between literature and the people and daily
life, they also eradicated the distance between themselves and their poetry.
Pushkin introduces us to his real self through the protagonists of his stories,
and Nima maintains a constant presence in his poems.
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