https://liar.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
Literary Arts
E-ISSN: 2322-3448
Document Type: Research Paper
Vol. 15, Issue 2, N0.43, Summer 2023, pp. 103- 118
Received: 03/05/2023 Accepted: 18/07/2023

The Distribution of Symbols in the Range of Myths (a Search in the Symbolic Images of the Myth of
Malek Jamshid and the Apple Thief Demon)

Hafez Hatami "+ *
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran
hatami.hafez@pnu.ac.ir

Mina Mehrafarin
PhD. Student of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Gilan University, Rasht, Iran
minamehrafarin@yahoo.com

Abstract

In a general sense, a symbol is a sign or an image to create a relationship and convey a message in various
ways. In a particular sense, as an image, often like an explicit metaphor, it is based on the literary element of
simile. The symbol plays a role in all types of literature, including popular literature and, accordingly, in myths.
Myths like other manifestations of popular literature, form a major part of human literary and cultural norms. In
other words, they are the epitome of cultural norms, moral teachings, psychological tendencies, events, and meta-
history of peoples. They have been part of the life of peoples’ memories and nations for a long time. One of the
examples of myths in Persian literature is the myth of ‘Malek Jamshid and the Apple Thief Demon’ from the
collection of Mashdi Galin Khanum. The purpose of this study is to further introduce this myth, with an approach
to understanding the symbolism, the dependence and intertwining of myths, symbols and archetypes, the types
of symbols in it, and most importantly, to show the functions and capacities of the literary element of the symbol
in the myth. This research is done in a documentary-descriptive way using content analysis. The study concludes
that the myth of ‘“Malek Jamshid and the Apple Thief Demon’ in addition to all the beauties, has wide capacities
from the point of view of criticism and analysis of symbolism and all kinds of symbolic images. Studying and
deciphering the symbols of this myth helps in understanding the concept and its message. It also increases the
pleasure of reading it and finally adapts the reading to the important topic of intellectual-psychological
development and personality of the audience.
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Introduction

The mystery of creation and the connection of life with nature and its elements has always been with man
and has always involved his mind and thoughts. On the other hand, the critical human mind has always sought
to know and achieve supernatural existence and absolute creation. Myths, like tales, songs, and lullabies, make
up a major part of human literary and cultural heritage. Myths are part of human life, and side by side with
stories, they are among the first and most valuable creations of the creative mind of man and human fluid
language, which have deep, important, and influential teachings. In other words, myths are a prominent factor
in discovering the mystery of the life and death of the first human. Scholars and mythologists such as Claude
Lévi-Strauss and Mircea Eliade in comparative studies, morphology and narrative studies have dealt with this
topic. At the same time, myths have different manifestations and applications in ceremonies and rituals. The
most important feature of myths and stories is that their origin is often the manifestation of the unconscious
mind of human beings, which has found a different appearance in passing from generation to generation. In
this regard, this study investigates the symbolic images of the myth of Malek Jamshid and the Apple Thief
Demon.

Materials and Methods
The research method in this study is descriptive-documentary, which was done by collecting library
information and then completed with discussion and content analysis.

Research Findings

The most important findings of this research are categorized as follows:

1) Myths and stories form a major part of human literary and cultural heritage, and in other words, they are
the manifestation of cultural norms, moral teachings, psychological tendencies, events, and the meta-history
of nations.

2) The symbol has been proposed as an aesthetic literary element under the category of metaphor and simile.

3) Considering this story, there are other examples in the popular literature of Iran and the world, which
can be studied in the field of comparative literature and text research.

4) The reading of such works with a symbology approach shows new manifestations of the use of all kinds
of symbols.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Despite all the efforts of researchers of rhetorical techniques and fields of aesthetics and literary criticism,
it seems that a correct and systematic definition of the imaginary element of symbol has not yet been provided,
and the use of widely used metaphors and dead and stereotyped words does not give a positive answer
everywhere. Any word, image, or element and component that represents and implies another meaning and
concept is considered equivalent to this literary element that can be investigated in the topic of connotations,
especially situational and verbal connotations.

Criticism and review of myths and stories, especially the myth of Malek Jamshid and the Apple Thief
Demon, with new approaches, is very attractive. A more important and concrete result is that the reading of
this work with the approach of symbology and new manifestations of the use of all kinds of symbols (general,
special, conventional and conventional symbols) shows the connection and entanglement of symbolic and
archetypes with the realm of myths. It brings the audience's mind and language closer to the nature and natural
elements of the stories. It also helps to interpret and receive the message, and thus shows the capacities of this
type of literature in terms of symbology and its components.
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