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Abstract

In his Metaphysics E.1, Aristotle characterizes First Philosophy
as a theological science. However, positing that First
Philosophy should be synonymous with theology yields
erroneous consequences. The contemporary understanding of
theology has evolved into a discipline that purifies the god(s)
borrowed from religious contexts. Consequently, a philosopher
is expected to align with a specific historical religion before
engaging in philosophical inquiry. The philosopher purifies the
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same god(s) to whom they are faithful, and the essence of
divinity remains constant both before and after philosophizing.
Unfortunately, no such religious affiliation is evident in
Aristotle's case. In this paper, we endeavor to present another
possibility: a theology that is not purificatory. In this paradigm,
theology does not necessitate pre-philosophical experience of
the Numinous; instead, it unfolds during the course of
philosophical exploration, with religion following theology, not
the other way around.

Keywords: Aristotle, Metaphysics, theology, assimilation,
purification, Nominous

Extended Abstract
In the historical context of philosophy, the term 'theology' is often
employed to denote First Philosophy. This interpretation finds its roots in
Aristotle's Metaphysics E.1, where the science of being qua being is labeled as
theological (BsoAoyikr}). Consequently, it appears almost axiomatic in the
history of philosophy that Aristotle's first philosophy is intrinsically
theological. This consensus can be traced back through the annals of
hilosophical discourse, with both past and contemporary commentators
argely subscribing to this viewpoint. Essentially, this implies that First
Phﬁosophy constitutes a science concerning gocf;, or at the very least, a
science that encompasses such entities within its philosophically oriented
discussions.

The primary objective of this kind of science is understood to be a
purification (tanzih) of traditional gods. Traditional beliefs were laden with
mythical notions and elements implying intolerable assimilation (tashbih).
The discipline referred to as Theology or First Philosophy, therefore, seeks
to present a refined and elevated conception of the first principle(s), which
are considered fundamentally identical to the god(s) of religion.

Until recently, the theological-purificatory interpretation of Metaphysics
remained unchallenged. Ironicalf, Metaphysics A, long considered the
cornerstone of Aristotle's theology, opens by declaring that the book's focal
point is the concept of substance. Furthermore, the book as a whole does not
overtly indicate any preoccupation with divinity, except in two instances:
one in chapter 7 (1072b24-30) and another in chapter 8 (1074a38-b14).
Traditionally, these passages have been construed as purificatory
arguments according to the standard reading. However, Rechard Bodéiis
posits that they should be viewed as analogical, signifying an appeal to the
notion of divinity not to equate the first principles, i.e., the primary movers,
with the gods of tradition but to establish an analogy—a comparison
between philosophical principles and religious gods—with the aim of
enhancing understanding of these principles.

Indeed, a meticulous examination of the relevant passages fails to align
unequivocally with either the purificatory (theological) or the analogical
(nontheological) interpretation. Instead, they occupy a nuanced space
between these two readings. Contrary to the purificatory perspective, these
passages don't merely purify the gods of tradition by straightforwardly
identifying the first principles with the traditional gods. In the case of A.7,
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the argument asserts the divinity of the prime movers without necessarily
implying that these prime movers are identical to the gods of tradition. It
leaves room for the coexistence of the traditional gods in their own right.
Similarly, the A.8 passaﬁe doesn't firmly support identification, although it
mi%ht reject the traditional gods and substitute them with these
philosophical entities.

Contrary to the analogical interpretation, these passages introduce the
first principles as gods, even if not as equivalent to the traditional gods.
Consequently, Metaphysics appears to resist a clear categorization as either
theological or nontheological. The intricacies of these passages transcend
the simplistic dichotomy of theological and nontheological readings.

A resolution to this dilemma becomes apparent when we scrutinize the
concept of 'theology.' The ConventionedO understanding of this term
presupposes that a philosopher carries religious affiliations before
embarking on philosophical inquiry and maintains allegiance to those
affiliations even after engaging in philosophy. Accordingly, the so-called
theological philosopher is expected to have a specific historical religion to
which they adhere. Regrettably, such a religion is challenging to identify in
Aristotle's case. The prevalent Olympian religion was losing favor among the
elite, who sought more elevated religious ideas resilient to intellectual
scrutiny, particularly amidst debates such as physis-nomos. As a result, the
Academy displayed an inclination towards tﬁe Chaldean religion, which
venerated heavenly bodies as gods. Traces of this attitude can be discerned
in the works of Plato, early Aristotle, and the author of Epinomis.
Unfortunately, the cosmic gods of this religion do not align with the trans-
cosmic movers of the heavens and cannot be equated with them.
Consequently, it appears that Aristotle had no religion at his disposal to
rationalize in his theological pursuits.

The issue arises from the assumption that every theology should be
preceded by a religion, and it is within the course of that theology that the
religion is to be rationalized. This notion of theology aligns well with
Abrahamic religions and can be applied to the theoffogies of medieval
centuries. Until now, we have overlooked the possibility of a non-
purificatory theology—one that doesn't need to be preceded %y a religion.
Instead, it discovers the Holy within its course, and the philosopher
experiences the Numinous in ti;e very act of philosophizing. In this type of
theology, religion follows philosophy, in contrast to the conventional
sequence observed in medieval theology. This paper argues that Aristotle's
theology should be regarded as such a non-purificatory one, where the Holy
is not borrowed from a pre-existing religion but is revealed within the
process of philosophical exploration.
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