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Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: Religions do not develop in isolation; instead, they
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Keywords: §the acceptance of the new faith. Consequently, religious places gradually took shape, and
Islam i formed by the existing contexts. This study carries out a comparative analysis of the impact
Judaism i of cultural, social, and geographical factors in the birthplaces of Islam and Judaism on the
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i development of their first religious places. It seeks to investigate the role of cultural, social,
iand geographical contexts in shaping the first religious places in Islam and Judaism?

ETHODS: This research uses a qualitative, interpretive-analytical approach and
: utilizes a comparative methodology to investigate how the cultural, social, and
i geographical contexts in the birthplaces of Islam and Judaism influenced the formation of
itheir early religious places. Data collection relies on extensive library resources. The case
i studies selected for examination include the Kaaba, the Medina Mosque, and the first
Islamic mosques for Islam, and the Tabernacle, the Temple in Jerusalem, and the earliest
i synagogues for Judaism. The research treats cultural, social, and geographical contexts as
{interpretive and comparative units. It begins by identifying these contexts in the regions
i of Islam and Judaism’s origins and then assesses their impact on the formation of the first
religious places in these two religions.

INDINGS: The findings of this study revolve around an analysis of how the cultural,
{8 social, and geographical contexts in these regions influenced the development of the
i first religious places in Islam and Judaism. In the cultural context, aspects such as artistic
i expressions, beliefs, individual values, and convictions originating from previous or new
§re|igious influences were examined. The social context encompassed political, economic
f:aspects, customs, collective habits, societal norms, and values, while the geographical
i context included the climate and the physical location of the birthplaces of these religions
iand their relationship with the formation of religious places. Specifically, the study
§eva|uated how these aspects and contexts influenced the creation of the Kaaba, the
Prophet’s Mosque in Medina, and the first mosques in Islam, as well as the Tabernacle of
i the Covenant, the Temple of Jerusalem, and the earliest synagogues in Judaism..

ONCLUSION: The results reveal that Islam and Judaism differed in terms of the extent
: @to which each context influenced them. In the comparison of cultural contexts and
faspects, including beliefs, individual values, and beliefs derived from previous or new
religions, it became evident that both religions were influenced by the preexisting beliefs
§of the land. For instance, Islam embraced concepts such as the interaction between the
i present life and the afterlife, monotheism, and the rejection of polytheism, while Judaism
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?adopted beliefs in the sanctity of stones and directions. In the comparison of social contexts

i and aspects, Islam prioritized collective worship and equal access to religious spaces for all
i members of society, as seen in the Kaaba and the Medina Mosque. Conversely, Judaism,
{influenced by beliefs in social hierarchies, exhibited spatial divisions and social hierarchies
{in accessing inner spaces, as witnessed in the Tabernacle of the Covenant and the Temple
of Jerusalem.

i HIGHLIGHTS:

i~ In the land of the emergence of Islam and Judaism, the formation of the first religious
places influenced by cultural, social and geographical contexts of land.

i - Religious places in Islam and Judaism are common in terms of being affected by cultural,
i social and geographical contexts of land, but they are not similar in terms of degree of
i impact.
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Fig. 1. The ethnic model of holiness in the Jewish
religion, in the form of concentric circles, where
the degree of purity and holiness of people can be
recognized by the degree of proximity to the center of
these circles (Holm, 1994)
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Table 1. Summary of the cultural, social and geographical contexts of the land of the birth of Islam and Judaism

Leaving primitive life (about 14 centuries BC)

Contexts  The aspect The land of the rise of Islam Land of origin of Judaism
under
consideration
O o Poetry and rhetoric -
B33
=
<@
Absence of the idea of the world after death (before Jacob's wrestling with Jehovah and Jehovah's deception
§z the 6th century AD) Consecration of some animals due to fear
s The importance of life in the world (before the 6th  Belief in the magical power of stones
e £5 century AD) : ;
% £s . Consecration of the mountain
2 25 The arrival of Islam (early 7th century) ion of fi
3 i The poetic revelation of the Qur'an (after Islam) consecration offire
i‘; é © S8 P ] The exclusivity of resurrection after death to the dead of
= sE€§ Interaction between the world and the world after |syae| and the Promised Land in the Talmud
£ Z2%s death (after Islam) - ) . : )
3 S5 ) . . Raising children in order to increase the Jewish
255 mlonothelsm and avoidance of polytheism (after community and the nation of Israel in the Talmud
ST Is am-) . o o Emphasis on Adam'’s Guilt in the Talmud
=g Practical and behavioral guidelines for life in the o A . AT
z 3 Belief in holy directions - connection of vertical direction
2 world (after Islam) - -
°3 o . with holiness
% & Invitation to prayer (in an open space)
g g Increasing human dignity to the status of God's
successor (after Islam)
Dealing with injustice (before the 6th century AD) Improvement of the economic situation due to leaving the
Helping the needy (before the 6th century AD) primitive life and engaging in agriculture
g The impossibility of producing goods and agriculture
2 due to unfavorable geographical conditions (before
L the 6th century AD)
g The prosperity of trade instead of production (around
S the 6th century AD)
w Accumulation of capital (around the 6th century AD)
Condemnation of accumulating wealth (after Islam)
Fair distribution of society's property (after Islam)
Few invasions and raids, resulting from unfavorable Capture of Jericho after the death of Moses
geographical conditions (before the 6th century AD)  The era of judges and the rule of religious sheikhs after
Absence of independent political governance due to  the capture of Jericho
tribal life The kingdom of Talat by the prophet Samuel
Courage in war due to harsh living conditions David's kingdom and settlement in Jerusalem
2 Unquestioning loyalty to the elder and leader of the  sojomon's Kingdom
g -
% § g:bek  the Silk Road The division of the Jewish government
c § OC_ age of the Silk Roa N . . The captivity of the people in Babylon in the sixth century
8 5 Enmity of clans caused by individualism (about 6th. g
'§ & century AD) . ) Freedom by Cyrus after fifty years and Jewish citizenship
? The concept of unity and one nation (after Islam) from Iran until Alexander's invasion and domination
Persecution of Quraysh (after Islam) Jewish Greek citizenship
Migration from Mecca to Medina (after Islam) Roman domination of Palestine on the eve of Christ's birth
and Roman citizenship
The end of Jewish political existence in the year 70 AD
” The concept of “Morovat” (before 6th century AD) A The inseparable connection between ethnicity and religion
% social ideology Belief in social and ethnic superiority
s> The concept of hospitality and indulgence (before the  Etpnicism and pride in ethnicity
=2 6th century AD) s . . L
28 ) Belief in the existence of ethnic and social hierarchy
<3 Isolated society (before the 6th century AD) , . . . .
o5 o ) Moses' prophecy with the motive of preserving Jewish
= Life in groups and tribes ethnic and social life
= S Life in tents The dissolution of the individual identity of the Jewish
© .Z Collective spirit (before the 6th century AD) person in the ethnicity
v C
E® Individualism caused by capitalism instead of The exclusivity of the possibility of erasing guilty to the
2 collective spirit (after the 6th century AD) members of the Israelite community
o The value of a fair society (after Islam) Raising Jewish children in order to add to the Israeli
community
Unsuitable weather and climate conditions such as Camping caused by weather conditions in the early stages
& lack of water, scorching sun and hot weather
E The impossibility of agriculture due to unfavorable
X O weather conditions
§ The habit of camping due to weather conditions
o
E Unsuitable geographical conditions and little presence in the Arabian Peninsula (northern parts of
= s connection with the surrounding lands Avrabia)
g = 5 Presence in Mesopotamia and Palestine (about 14
2 SF centuries BC)
{=2]
O] oL
<53
(U]

Dealing with agriculture (about 14 centuries BC)
The abundance of rocks and mountains in the Jewish land
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Fig. 2. The first places of worship of Islam in the
desert and affected by the belief that the relationship
with God is not tied to the place and the traditions of

the Prophet regarding the time of prayer anywhere
on earth and As a result of the Arab habit of being
outdoors and camping (Garaudy, 1985)
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Fig. 3. Map of the house of the Prophet — Mosque of
Medina: the first mosque of Islam. A simple mosque
that was formed as a result of Muslims avoiding the
existence of intermediaries between man and God
and fighting against wealth accumulation. A mosque
with multiple functions, which became a place for the
spiritual and worldly affairs of believers (Pirinya, 1995)
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Table 2. Summary of the main influences of the cultural, social and geographical contexts of the land of the birth of

Islam in the birth of the Kaaba, Medina Mosque and the first mosques

Context The aspect The situation of the land of the birth of Islam Influence on the creation of the Kaaba, Medina
under in the studied contexts and aspects Mosque and the first mosques
consideration
£z Absence of the idea of the world after death (before Allocation of Medina Mosque to the place of spiritual
= the 6th century AD) and worldly affairs of Muslims
gg The importance of life in the world (before the 6th The interaction of Medina Mosque with surrounding
E s century AD) buildings and nature.
2 .
o g S Interaction between the world and the world after
‘5 § = 2 death (after Islam)
E S :'E_ E monotheism and avoidance of polytheism (after Islam) The unity of the Kaaba building
o — © o
= Ss g Practical and behavioral guidelines for life in the Invitation to worship the Kaaba as a Hajj
§ g == world (after Islam)
3 2 E e Invitation to prayer (in an open space) Invitation to build a religious place for prayer (Medina
z23 Mosque)
é E Increasing human dignity to the status of God's Failure to accept the intermediary between man and
% - successor (after Islam) God, the reason for the simplicity of Medina Mosque
s The use of available materials (palm tree trunks and
stones)
Helping the needy (before the 6th century AD) Allocation of a part of Medina Mosque to poor people
§ Dealing with injustice (before the 6th century AD) The Kaaba and the mosque of Medina are a symbol of
& Fair distribution of society's property (after Islam) avoiding luxury and injustice in the distribution of
L2 . . wealth
S Condemnation of accumulating wealth (after Islam) . o o
e Attracting people due to the simplicity and simplicity of
L?j Medina Mosque
Allocating Medina Mosque to a place to keep people's
property
Absence of independent political governance due to Madinah Mosque is a base for the government, the
tribal life delivery of government orders and handling of judicial
3 affairs
% & Enmity of clans caused by individualism (about 6th The possibility of worshiping God collectively in the
‘g’ Bl century AD) Kaaba and the Medina Mosque
% % The concept of unity and one nation (after Islam) Experience the unity by worshiping at a specific time in
.g & Kaaba
@ Persecution of Quraysh (after Islam) Invitation to build a religious place for prayer (Building
Migration from Mecca to Medina (after Islam) amosque in Medina)
The concept of “Morovat” (before 6th century AD) A  Allocation of a part of Medina Mosque to poor people
g o> social ideology
g c8 Collective spirit (before the 6th century AD) The possibility of worshiping God collectively in the
S g E Individualism caused by capitalism instead of Kaabaand the Medina Mosque
é)' <2 collective spirit (after the 6th century AD)
1%}
2 5 % The value of a fair society (after Islam) Kaaba is a manifestation of equality and social justice
3&> even in human clothes
Allocating Medina Mosque to a place to keep people's
property
Unsuitable weather and climate conditions such as Construction of the simple “Shabestan” for Medina
= lack of water, scorching sun and hot weather Mosque for climatic comfort
% g The habit of camping due to weather conditions Lack of desire to build a mosque in the early years
5 The formation of the courtyard and wide-open space in
r_“; Medina Mosque
E < Unsuitable geographical conditions and little The use of available materials (palm tree trunks and
3 £ 5 connection with the surrounding lands stones) Building the Kaaba in a simple cubic form
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Fig. 4. The map of the first Jewish tabernacle of
worship, which shows the Holy of Holiest, which was
the location of the Ten Commandments. The altar, the
offering altar and the worshipers’ place were located
outside the tent (Dehghan, 2011, redrawn by the authors)

Flg 5. Perspectlve of the first Jewish tabernacle. The
stone tablet of the Ten Commandments was inside
this tent and in a box, and ordinary people were not
allowed to enter it (Wasserman, 2011)

S (B AinsS g iy gl diro

59 ol 39 pod 00 sl S K8 5l el ol
V sz 0 ol b g 5 (bt s
Ol dmes jo ol o)Ll p i ygl jo sggle il a4
SIS sl (il (e 3525 A LS 4 09 -l
dre Glod S sl o sl 0gmg a i ge gl
S Dh oSS loslw mae 10 48 9 ol
g Saabie L o ¢ S (gm0 3940 sl ol
ol =l J=ds (Entezar Hojjat, 2007) 55y .5 0—i>

A\ 20

0"

LI BRaN |

c

];. 3

(S -

[y

[ 1]
b

I’

23

I

\o
(73



https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86

99

1

9

ay
) J
q

N
b )

&)

s

1—14 olonieo /1 03k 1F 0595 1Fo¥ il g et

o 5 31 99050 ¢ i aingd v 65 390 Lungo B

B R e s e R
ol , 8l g Lapls s coilog, am o 5 5Yls 10 9 09—
b 1y oF 4 995 o3l Sl 5155, S yo Lan Sy
sprge eelaiz] il o ke oa 5L 45 4iS
U XS B4 PP DU W

Als oadae looses 45 0 S o lon pJgo
O 4 310 je s la S ol ol (609wl o
S50l S a5 (2 25 ST o
o=l (Holm, 1994) o o a5l woiallcas o
s 0 4 S | ea e Olgo ag olizel od e
ololizel 5 63,8 sloa bl b jsl Jd ()
Sz s g e Gty 0515l ol
Sl oo st date ay sl ol el m g S
aS 3gm sl s looggs I cllae ol LIS o
e )0 o
osalie JoB oge das jmgad )0 asmliy (B
s b @llae 5 08 g9 4 S > ISl il
Al S sl b, Sl o e 4y

30 basS Slaas paas Sl loaw oS o
ober L oS b e S0 Lan 5 ol (655 50 e
S9tp (Sldon dre (59501 40 0,5 o pll oo
=k o a8 09 St Ol les S
S ol 8l g a0 )8 o v g olew an e wsS
e 0 9y a9y 9 o 5 29— 5 Jd
B 5ladl VL Al Jlegl Ly S 1 STas s oles
sgbie dam Lads 45 e 5 anllas (oS L)
el o ol 55 ,e b adlol a4 Lhey
WS a S0, 5 88 Tas ca s o,V
D)l 518 ;- Ks sle s lyg et e Al

sles 5 wole s Kol Ly oo 8
el 9l Adgl dne (oSN 3allae s Oluosie
S B g5 8 b,
Glhe aSTyz 0o F alS sla iy (o Sl
Py 9 IO Jd o9 (sloiz] yy o amil L
Wl dral> sla o))l s Lol g re> Slole
yo—daie ay loggs wdfe Z—o0 ooyl I8l
ol o Ul a sl glcel (6,50 g, 5 e
AR o Sl s 4y Ly 8,5 o ol
o=l e Gl algs o ol Jao g Ysb
a0 Lo Jato oyl caailejlos ¢ 0 aslol 5L
¥ Jgoz Cml oo (9w 4 aSL ol )5l (59—
bezl (K2 sl s IS el Sl gloa S
) S9 (0 il G 50 09290 (L8R
SramcsS g ol jgl dmre o A il o

55 slaa

55 Sba S (69959 ;0 A Lo

55 laa

G S Azl g Sy

Sy 50 oy 2 ) Jmole gl Al o

Oy 5O S92 g0 smldla 5 cloirl( Sin )
Lo 8o (i o 05 g @l (b0 ol
56 Jlos 5l ol s Jol ds e 0 (BT s

(Jdl ol Smragh g 00ly S5, 0 ST g 4l
by o 9 Smegd ol Ol LSBT (S
po—sy 5 DT Jmd S5 rse elatzl vy o amiliz
Wl dral> sla ), g Lol g rox Slole

S el

I Holy of ) PN
I Holiest N
\

Pond

Fig. 6. Map and cross-section of the first temple of
Jerusalem, where the Holy of Holiest was installed at
highest point than other spaces in order to keep the
Ark of the Covenant. The holy space, which was the
place of gathering and worship of the Jews, was moved
into the tent for the first time in the first temple of
Jerusalem (Bibleodyssey, 2020; redrawn by authors)
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Fig. 7. The hierarchy of sanctity in the spaces of the

Jerusalem temple or the first synagogues in the form

of concentric circles that increase the sanctity of the

spaces as they approach the center
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Table 3. Abstracts of the main influences of the cultural, social and geographical contexts in the land of the origin
of the Jewish religion in the creation of the Tabernacle of the Covenant, the Temple of Jerusalem and the first

synagogues
Context  Theaspect  The situation of the land of the origin of the  Influence on the creation of the Tabernacle of the Covenant,
under Jewish religion in the studied contexts and the Temple of Jerusalem and the first synagogues
consideration aspects
£z Belief in the magical power of stones Proclaiming God's Ten Commandments on stone and the need to
22 Consecration of the mountain keep it in the Tabernacle of the Covenant
= g Building the Temple of Jerusalem with stone
§ _E Belief in holy directions - connection of vertical Construction of the ark at a higher location in the Temple of
1 E £3g direction with holiness Jerusalem
% Se g Building a synagogue on the highest point of the city
o =
° E 5 g_ Modeling the construction of the ark at a higher location than
g § S s other parts of the synagogue
5 = g’g’ The western wall as a niche for the Torah tablets replaces the
o 2 g e construction of the Holy of Holiest or Ark and was placed higher
23 than other parts of the synagogue
E § Construction of synagogues facing Jerusalem
% o The existence of the entrance of the synagogue in the east in order
S to be able to move towards the west
GRS David's kingdom and settlement in Jerusalem  The necessity of having a permanent place to keep the Ark of the
8 Covenant
B [%2]
o [+
The inseparable connection between ethnicity Early attention to the house as a substitute for the Jerusalem
and religion temple
Belief in social and ethnic superiority The formation of the holy space in the synagogues in order to
Ethnicism and pride in ethnicity provide the possibility of creating the Holy Synod of Jews
The dissolution of the individual identity of the
< Jewish person in the ethnicity
2 The exclusivity of the possibility of erasing
c .
S guilty to the members of the
= community
(/8) Raising Jewish children in order to add to the

Israeli community

hierarchy

Customs, collective habits, norms and values of society

Belief in the existence of ethnic and social

The existence of social hierarchy to access the main space of the
Tabernacle of the Covenant

The division of the spaces of the Jerusalem temple into the
offering altar, the Holy of Holiest and the Holy.

The existence of social hierarchy in allowing access to the spaces
of the Temple of Jerusalem

The presence of cloth with gold threads in the place of the Torah
tablets in order not to be seen by ordinary people

Jewish land

Geographical
| context
Geographical
location

The abundance of rocks and mountains in the

Proclamation of God's Ten Commandments on a stone tablet
Building the Temple of Jerusalem with stone
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