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Abstract

The methods arising from the tradition of political advisory in Iran, having their roots in
ancient times, were continued during the Islamic Middle Ages and made it possible to
shape the advisory aspects of Iranian artworks. During the reign of Sultan Hossein Bai-
gra, due to the political conflicts in the court, the continuity of the government and the
establishment of the order of the court was especially accompanied by the necessity of
distinguishing friends from enemies in the court. However, according to historical doc-
uments, numerous reports of Sultan Hossein Baigara's negligence in choosing agents
and his mistake in distinguishing friends from enemies have been recorded in the form
of arisk for the continuation of the government. It seems that Kamal al-Din Behzad, who
had a special position in the court of Sultan Hossein Baygra, using his closeness and
influence on the sultan, chose the illustration of Dara and Ramehdar (Herdsman) to ad-
monish the sultan and to correct his mistakes in governance.

This miniature, which is a leaf from the copy of Bostan Saadi dated 893 AH, in terms of
the topic of the story selected from Saadiand alsoin terms of the artistic subtleties used
by Behzad, teaches the importance of distinguishing friend from enemy in governance.
The illustration of this miniature is such that, in contrast to the conventional images of
kings, which show their power, fighting, or pleasure-seeking images, it depicts a lonely
king among herds and herdsmen in such a way that he is receiving advice from the
herdsman. Therefore, according to the fact that Sultan Hossein Baigara's error in distin-
guishing friend from enemy is emphasized as a political problem and this phenomenon
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is taken into account in the subject and the way of illustration of miniature of Dara and Ra-
mehdar, inthisresearch, Daraand Ramehdar as anadvisory miniature Has been studied.

In this research, the question was raised: in what aspects and parts of this miniature did
Kamaluddin Behzad achieve his advisory goals and what was his visual tool? The purpose
of this research is to know the visual possibilities of the tradition of political advisory and
the methods and visual tools to achieve this goal in the form of Herat school miniature.
Therefore, this research is important and necessary to examine Iranian art as a subject
with multiple aspects. In this research, on the one hand, it is necessary to examine the
political-social aspects of Iranian art, and on the other hand, how to find the relationship
between the political-social aspects and aesthetics is important.

In this study, the descriptive-analytical and historical research methods and the method
of data collection are documentary and library. In this article, the miniature of Dara and
Ramehdar is analyzed as a case study. The sample selection method was purposeful
and data analy sis was done qualitatively . First, based on documents and library sources,
the political necessity of the formation of this miniature from the Bostan Saadi version,
during thereign of Sultan Hossein Baigara, was studied. Considering the political necessi-
tiesidentified in this era, and the advisory qualities of Saadi's story, based on the theory of
Iranshahri's political thought, the qualitative analy sis of this miniature was carried out us-
ing the semiotics method of the tradition of political advisory and the concept of justice.

The obtained results show that Kamaluddin Behzad, in illustrating the miniature of Dara
and Ramehdar, by paying attention to advices Saadi, has embodied an advisory image
in the context of the tradition of political advice. This miniature, which was depicted in a
version of Bostan Saadi and for Sultan Hossein Baigra, emphasizes the importance of
establishing order in court affairs. On the other hand, Behzad, using various artistic ar-
rangements and portraying Dara in the clothes and headgear of Sultan Hossein Baigra,
has rearranged the advice of Saadi about his contemporary conditions to point out the
similarity between the behavior of Dara and Sultan Hossein Baygra. In this miniature, in-
structions such as the supervision of subordinates and the importance of distinguishing
friends from enemies are given attention, which seems to have been related to the neces-
sity of eliminating the disorder in the court of Sultan Hossein Baigara.

Also, in this miniature, the selection of elements, composition, and quality of illustration is
such that Sultan Hossein Baigara's mistake in distinguishing friend from enemy, which
appeared in Qeshlag Marv, is reminded of him. The depiction of Sultan Hossein in this
miniature shows the distinction between his behavior and his royal position as the main
person responsible for establishing the overall order of affairs and the highest position
in the court and the land. According to Saadi's poem and the behavior of Sultan Hossein
Bayqgra in the administration of court affairs, the elements of this picture depict the Sul-
tan's presence in the meadow in such a way that he is embodied as the cause of disorder,
astonishment, and confusion of his subordinates, in a lower position than his subordi-
nates.

Keywords: Kamal al-din Bihzad, Bustan Saadi, Miniature, Herat School, Political Advisory,
Iranshahr Political Thought.
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