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Accepted:2023/04/08 = factors affecting democratic relations in the family among married

women in Andimeshk city.

Methods: The research method is survey and the unit of analysis is
the respondent and the level of analysis is micro. The sampling method
is multi-stage clusters and the sample size according to Cochran's
formula is 375 people. Data collection tool is a researcher-made
questionnaire and using SPSS software for data analysis.

Findings:

The results showed that the level of democratic relations in the family
in the respondents is relatively low and there is a significant level of
inequality. There is a positive and direct relationship between the
variables of religiosity, education and gender socialization with the
degree of democratic relations. Regression analysis shows that 58.1%
of the changes in the degree of democratic relations are related to
independent variables and the variables of the degree of religiosity and
the level of female education have a greater impact on the degree of
democratic relations. Also the variable of gender stereotypes had the
least effect on the degree of democratic relations in the family.
Increasing religiosity and gender socialization increase democratic
relations and greater equality of decision-making power in the family
and social dimensions.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Family is an institution which on the
one hand interacts with the society and
on the other hand is directly in contact
with the individual. Family formation
puts the man and woman into an
unequal relationship. This inequality is
not in the nature of the man and woman
but it is caused by wrong situations and
cultures and further reinforced through
legal supports. One main issue in the
family is the distribution of power
structure. Generally, power structure in
the family falls into two types of
authoritarian and democratic. Gender
inequality has always been a social
reality in any era and all behaviors,
languages, policies and other actions
indicative of a fixed, widespread and
institutionalized view of the society
toward women as inferiors means
gender inequality. Accordingly, the
current research mainly intends to
explain democratic relationships in the
family as a manifestation of inequality
and contrarily gender equality,
attempting to answer what is the order
of democratic relationships in the
family? What factors are associated with
democratic relationships in the family?
And which variables have a stronger
relationship with democratic
relationships in the family among
married women of Andimeshk city?

Methods

This is a survey-based research. The
data collection tools in the documentary
section are note taking and the internet
and in the survey section, the
questionnaire. The statistical population
includes all married women over 15 in
Andimeshk city whose number is
16700. Based on the Cochran formula,
375 people were selected as the sample
size and using multistage cluster and
simple random sampling methods, the
necessary information was taken from

%

them. After being designed, the research
questionnaires were given to experts to
measure their face validity. For the data
analysis, the student's t-test, Pearson
correlation  coefficient, Spearman
coefficient and multivariate regression
were used along with SPSS 16.

Findings

First hypothesis: There seems to be a
significant difference between women's
possession and democratic
relationships in the family. The
student's t-test results show no
significant difference between the rate
of democratic relationships and
women's  possession or  without
possession. In other words, the rate of
democratic relationships in two groups
of women with possession and women
without possession does not differ. The
first  hypothesis (Hi) indicating
difference between the scores of two
groups is thus rejected.

Second hypothesis: There seems to be
a relationship  between  gender
stereotypes and democratic
relationships in the family. The Pearson
correlation coefficient between gender
stereotypes and the rate of democratic
relationships is -0.095 and the
significance level is 0.128. As the
significance level in the correlation
coefficient is above 5%, there is thus no
significant relationship between gender
stereotypes and the rate of democratic

relationships.
Third hypothesis: There is a
relationship between gender

socialization and the rate of democratic
relationships. The Pearson correlation
coefficient between gender socialization
and the rate of democratic relationships
is 0.192 and the significance level is
zero. As the significance level in the
correlation coefficient is below 5%,
there is thus a positively direct
relationship between gender
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socialization and the rate of democratic

relationships.
Fourth hypothesis: There is a
relationship between women's

religiosity and the rate of democratic
relationships. The Pearson correlation
coefficient between the rate of
religiosity and that of democratic
relationships is 0490 and the
significance level is zero. There is thus a
positively direct relationship between
the rate of religiosity and that of
democratic relationships.

Fifth  hypothesis: There is a
relationship between the man and
woman's age difference and the rate of
democratic relationships. The Pearson
correlation coefficient between the man
and woman's age difference and the rate
of democratic relationships is -0.095
and the significance level is 0.128. As
the significance level in the correlation
coefficient is above 5%, there is thus no
significant relationship between the
man and woman's age difference and
the rate of democratic relationships.

Sixth  hypothesis: There is a
relationship between the man and
woman's level of education and the rate
of democratic relationships. The
Pearson correlation coefficient between
the man and woman's level of education
and the rate of democratic relationships
is 0.220 and the significance level is
zero. Also, the Spearman correlation
coefficient between the man and
woman's level of education and the rate
of democratic relationships is 0.358 and
the significance level is zero. There is
thus a significant relationship between
these two variables.

Discussion

The results showed that the rate of
democratic relationships in the family in
the respondents is relatively low and
there is also a considerable rate of
inequality. There is a positively direct
relationship among the variables of

religiosity, level of education and gender
socialization with the rate of democratic
relationships. The regression analysis
revealed that 58.1% of changes in the
rate of democratic relationships is
associated with independent variables
and the variables of religiosity and level
of education of women have a greater
effect on the rate of democratic
relationships. Also, gender stereotypes
have had the least effect on the rate of
democratic relationships in the family.
The higher the rate of religiosity and
gender socialization, democratic
relationships and equality in decision-
making power inside the family at
familial and social dimensions increase.

Conclusion

On the one hand, changes in the role
of women have influenced women's
awareness of their individual and social
rights and on the other hand have led to
changes in men's view toward women's
capabilities and role in the family and
society. Following these changes, family
structure from different dimensions
especially distribution power and type
of dominating authority as well as
traditional =~ work  division  were
revolutionized. The results showed no
difference  between the rate of
democratic relationships in two groups
of women with possession and those
without  possession. However, a
significant relationship between gender
stereotypes and the rate of democratic
relationships was obtained. There is
also a positively direct relationship
between gender socialization and the
rate of democratic relationships. This
research  indicates a  significant
relationship between the rate of
women's religiosity and democratic
relationships in the family. Moreover,
the higher the rate of religiosity,
democratic  relationships increase.
Meanwhile, there was a relationship
between the man and woman's age
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difference and the rate of democratic
relationships. Finally, it can be said that
the higher women's level of education,
the rate of democratic relationships
socially increases.
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