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Abstract

Introduction: The debate on gender equality in sports remains a
controversial issue. Although women are equal to men according to
the law, there is no such justice and equality in the world of sports.
The purpose of this research is to investigate gender equality in Iraqi
football.

Methods: The general approach of this research is qualitative, and
the method used is the theme or thematic analysis. In this research,
with a thematic approach, 17 professors and researchers who are
active in the sociology and sports management field were selected
with a purposeful sampling method. A semi-structured in-depth
interview with open questions was used to collect data.

Findings: Based on the findings, a total of 77 basic themes, eight
organizing themes, and three overarching themes were extracted
and classified, and the organizing themes of the research include
public culture, public support for men's football, gender stereotypes,
family restrictions, gender inequality in cyberspace, media
malfunction in Gender equality was gender inequality in financial
opportunities and gender inequality in sports facilities, and the
overarching theme included social challenges, media challenges, and
unequal opportunity challenges. The results prove the existence of
inequality and injustice in Iraqi football, which is essential, facing
challenges that can achieve gender equality in Iraqi football if these
challenges are successfully managed.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Looking at the history of sports
worldwide, we can see that sports have
always been a domain based on men.
Inequality is considered masculine, and
its standards and values are rooted in
ancient Greece (1, 2); That is, in most
cities, sports and physical education
have been exclusively in the hands of
men. Sports have been invented and
developed by men, and women have
played a marginal role in the world of
sports (3). Women's sports are one of the
most sensitive issues among different
strata of Iraqi society due to the debates
that are due to the restrictions,
traditions, and norms imposed by Iraqi
society and "low" support by official
institutions (4). On the other hand,
observers believe that the situation of
Women's sports in Iraq is serious due to
neglect and the lack of basic
requirements for developing this sport
to intensify international participation
and allocate funds for it. Soccer, the most
popular sport in Iraq, is a significant
unifying factor after years of war and
turmoil.

Women's football in Iraq still suffers
from an apparent deterioration, evident
in the widening gap between it and its
counterpartin Arab countries. This sport
in [raq was not a product of the past, but
after increasing awareness of the
importance of sports for women, it
attracted many women. Considering the
problems that still exist regarding
gender equality in world football, this
research will be conducted to study
gender equality in Iraqi football.

Methods

The general research approach in this
article is qualitative, and the method
used is a theme or thematic analysis.
Thematic analysis (TA) is a method for
qualitative data analysis and one of the
clusters of methods that focuses on

identifying the semantic pattern in a data
set. This analysis is the process of
identifying patterns or themes in
qualitative data. In this method, the
researcher has more freedom of action
and does not need to refer to theoretical
foundations, and can seek to discover his
model.

According to the purpose of the
research, the statistical population
included 17 professors and researchers
in Iraq who are active in the sociology
and sports management field. Sampling
continued in a targeted manner until
theoretical saturation was reached.
Theoretical saturation was observed
from the 14th interview, but the
researchers continued until the 17th
interview to ensure the data's
sufficiency. The researchers approached
the interviewees with a prior
appointment, and after a short
explanation of the subject and purpose of
the research, they interviewed for an
average of 45 minutes. The interviews
were conducted in a semi-structured
format and open questions, recorded
with the interviewees' consent and used
in the coding stage.

Findings

From the analysis of data extracted
from semi-structured interviews with
sports professors and researchers (who
are active in the field of sociology and
sports management) in Iraqi football,
three overarching themes were obtained
as follows: social challenges, media
challenges, and challenges of unequal
opportunities.

Discussion

The results prove the existence of
inequality and injustice in Iraqi football,
which is essential, facing challenges that
can achieve gender equality if these
challenges are successfully managed.
Gender equality in sports still faces
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significant obstacles, varying from
country to country. The disparity in
wages ranges from local competition to
international competition. Many women
leave the sports profession hoping for a
better job. Therefore, women are
disadvantaged in their sports careers
compared to men and cannot achieve
their dreams; equality and justice should
be achieved in football and all sports by
applying whatever is necessary.

Conclusion

It can be said that in the long run, a
sense of justice and fairness in terms of
gender leads to a steady improvement in
human resources functions.
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