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Validation of the Hadith on the Azerbaijan War and Its Connection to the Karabakh
Conflict *

Mohammad Ali Rezaei Isfahani' and Hassan Basharati Rad?

Abstract

In addition to the general challenges in Hadith studies, reports of battles face
specific challenges as well. One of these challenges is the validation of such
narrations, as in many cases, certain narrations have been matched with events
but later proven to be inaccurate. Na'mani (d. 360 AH) has narrated a hadith in
his book “Al-Ghaybah (Occultation)” that refers to some end-time events and
signs of the emergence of the Mahdi, including narration on a war in which
Azerbaijan and Armenia are involved. Since this book is an ancient hadith source
and 1is considered an authentic reference, the question arises as to whether this
narration is reliable. Does its correlation with the Karabakh conflict provide
sufficient justification? And is the Karabakh war considered a sign of the Mahdi's
emergence? This paper, through examining and analyzing topics such as the
validation of suspended narrations, the position of the Ka'bah al-Ahbar’s
narrations, the validation of singular reports in battles, the application of
Azerbaijan in narrations, the discrepancy between the narration's content and the
field realities, and the necessity of differentiating the characteristics of the
occultation era from the signs of the Mahdi's emergence, concludes that the
mentioned narration lacks authenticity in terms of its chain of transmission and
does not correspond to the field realities of the Karabakh conflict.

Keywords: Battle Reports, Narrations, Battle Studies, Ka'bah al-Ahbar,
Karabakh, Azerbaijan, Signs of the Emergence of Mahdi.
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