Quarterly Journal of Social sciences ATU
Vol. 29, No.97, Summer 2022 noa PRESS

qjss.atu.ac.ir
DOI: 10.22054/qjss.2023.74502.2660

Sociology of Medical Education: Foundational Fields,
Study Focuses, and Future Research Prospects with a
Focus on the Subject in Iran

PhD Candidate in sociology, Faculty of

Seyedeh Hajar Hosseini Social Sciences, Yazd University, Yazd.
Iran.

Associate Professor of Sociology, Faculty

Ahmad Kalateh Sadati * of Social Sciences, Yazd University, Yazd.
Iran.

Abstract

The research was conducted with the aim of reviewing the foundational
fields, study focus, and future prospects of the sociology of medical
education, with a view on Iran's situation. The method is a non-systematic
and narrative review. Data were collected to retrieval and analysis of written
documents spanning the past 70 years (1950s to 2020s). The keywords were
searched in scientific databases in Iran and around the world. The inclusion
criteria were purposeful and cumulative, focusing on "Matching keywords,"
"Top-cited, indexed, and meaningful” articles related to "Medical students,
physicians, institutions/medical system,” with at least one writer in the field
of sociology. Extraction and synthesis of information involved thematic
content analysis and historical sequencing. The research focuses on the
originality of documents and adherence to ethical standards. According to
the results, the sociology of medical education is one of the focal points of
sociological knowledge production, that is extensively studied around the
world. However, its presence in the medical and sociological societies of
Iran is not wellknown. There are only a few examples of theoretical and
experimental works in this field in Iran. The possibility of moving within
existing axes and exploring various potential "Epistemological and research
perspectives" is considerable.
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1. Introduction

Sociology of medical education is an important branch of sociology that has
contributed to both the field of medicine and the broader field of sociology.
This knowledge has been revived once again, in accordance with the
changing conditions of the present age. Despite the excellent position of the
sociology of medical education in the world, it has not yet been introduced
to sociologists in Iran, especially within the Iranian medical community.
This research aims to review the fundamental fields, outstanding works,
study focus, and future perspective of the sociology of medical education.
Also critically examines the status of this branch in Iran.

2. Literature Review

Many sociologists, including Durkheim (2006) and Weber (2011), believe
that social phenomena and realities have a historical development path, and
each document expresses the phenomena and social realities of its time
(Weber, 2011). So, when reviewing the developments in the sociology of
medical education within the qualitative and interpretive paradigm, it is
possible to gain insights by examining documents from a specific time
period. The current documentary study presents a trend in the sociology of
medical education within this framework. In this framework, after
determining the key concepts, the key research questions about the "what" of
trends and study centers and the future of the subject are raised as follows.

1- What trends and fields has the field of sociology of medical
education experienced globally and in Iran?

2- What research directions and perspectives can be envisioned for the
sociology of medical education?

3. Methodology

The method is a non-systematic and narrative review. The method of data
collection involves the withdrawal and content analysis of written documents
such as books, articles, and printed and electronic reports spanning the last
70 years (1950s to 2020s). The keywords were searched in scientific
databases both in Iran and worldwide, including JCR, Scopus, PubMed,
Google Scholar, Science Direct, and Persian journals indexed in SID. The
inclusion criteria were purposeful and cumulative, focusing on articles that
had "Matching keywords," were "Top-cited, more indexed and meaningful,”
and were related to "Medical students, physicians, institutions/medical
system.” Additionally, the criteria required that at least one of the authors be
a sociologist or affiliated with the sociology branch. The criterion for
excluding documents from the study was the absence of any of the above
criteria. The extraction and synthesis of information involved thematic
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content analysis and a historical sequence. The research focuses on the
originality of documents, specifically those that are top-cited, more indexed,
and have at least one author who is a sociologist. The study also emphasizes
the importance of adhering to ethical standards.

4, Results

Sociology of medical education is one of the primary hubs for the production
of sociological knowledge worldwide. This branch, in the work of medical
sociologists around the world, has expanded in several areas of study and
continues to grow.

1. Professional socialization

2. Stratification in medicine

3. Knowledge systems in medicine

4. Sociology of education in medicine
5. Human values in medical education
6. Stigmatization.

A search in the field of education, publications, and scientific databases
in Iran showed that it is difficult to find experimental and theoretical works
and research in these fields. This indicates a significant scientific gap and the
relatively unknown nature of this field in Iran. Despite the current low
position of this scientific branch in Iran, there is potential for growth in
terms of study focus and various epistemological and research perspectives.
To capture the attention of sociologists of medical education, we present
these 9 research perspectives as a call to researchers:

1) Inequality in Medical Education

2) Socialization in the career path and institutional gatekeeping
3) Job burnout and the welfare of healthcare professionals

4) Globalization and Medical Education

5) Medical education as knowledge-oriented work

6) Scientific Convergence

7) Changing the pattern of diseases and the impact of epidemics
8) Financial policies and budget provisions

9) Revival of emotional socialization.

5. Conclusion

In order to improve and change the methods of education and for scientific
convergence, a more modern and broader sociological, view is necessary in
medical education, a view that can keep pace with social and medical
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changes. This is more achievable through interdisciplinary assessment and
training, which is based on existing study areas and future research
opportunities. It is suggested to offer practical sociology course units or
incorporate sociology topics into medical courses. This would create a
sociological platform and provide medical students with the opportunity to
observe and conduct research in society from an interdisciplinary
perspective. Also, it is suggested to establish a connection between the
sociology departments of universities under the Ministry of Science and the
medical education departments under the Ministry of Health. This
collaboration can facilitate the integration of financial and budgetary
policies.
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