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Psychoanalytic Criticism of Bahman Mohassas Based on
Leonardo Da Vinci’s Psychoanalytic Treatise

Abstract

Bahman Mohassess, the contemporary artist, has not chosen the same path as his peers did, but he has
created the new language for his artistic endeavor. His handicapped figures are calling critics all the
times. Although the castrated people of his artwork were suffering from lack of facial parts, they remind
us all those psychotic patients seeking help in Psychoanalysis by showing their opened mouth and silent
shouts. The artist talked about his beloved masterpiece Fifi howls from happiness in comparison with
Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci, mentioning that both carrying their favorite masterpieces during their
life journey.

Nowadays, Psychoanalytic Criticism is considered as one of the approaches which has been used to
recognize both the artist and the art work as well. As we have known, this approach has been established
by Sigmund Freud due to his concern over art and literature, exactly at the same time he started to
expand his new theories of Psychoanalysis. He studied the impact of artist's unconscious and the
childhood trauma on the creation of "Mona Lisa" in ""Leonardo da Vinci a study in psychosexually" for
the first time in 1910. By studying one of Leonardo's early stages memories and considering Mythology,
Linguistics and Semiotics, he considered Mona Lisa Smile related to his memories of his mother in
young age that can be traced in his other masterpieces too.

By following the footsteps of the father of Psychoanalysis and analyzing the accessible data that can be
found in interviews and documentaries of Bahman Mohassess, we can discuss the mental similarities
between these two artists that explains the vast amount of work they have done as a result of
Sublimation. Furthermore, his Fixation in different stages (especially Oral Stage) and also the bold
features of his figures, leads us to understand Fifi in relation to mother-child pre-oedipal conflicts or
even consider Fifi as the symbol of a mother (other).

Keywords: Psychoanalytic Criticism, Bahman Mohassess, Sigmund Freud, Leonardo da Vinci,
Sublimation, Fifi, Mona Lisa.



