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Abstract

This study aimed at evaluating the economic valuation of agricultural ecosystem
services of paddy fields in Qaimshahr County of Iran using the conditional logit
model. For this purpose, the required information was collected through the
questionnaires completed by 252 rice farmers and users of the rice field
ecosystem in urban and rural areas within interviews and face-to-face visits in
1400. The study results showed that in order to improve the functioning of the
rice paddy ecosystem, the respondents were willing to participate in the related
projects, so that the willingness to pay to improve the production and
recreational functions, respectively, were equal to 2,843,855 and 5,118,800 IRI
rials for each household per year; in addition, the economic value of production
and resort functions, respectively, were estimated as 292,775 and 526,980.5
million IRI rials per year, and the total economic value of the functions of the
rice paddy ecosystem of Qaimshahri households was calculated as 819,755
million IRI rials per year. Since among the studied functions, the resort function
had the highest willingness to pay, based on the findings of the research, it is
suggested that the authorities of this area should create the necessary
recreational facilities in prone areas, including the creation of artificial lakes and
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shade, creating the gazebos as well as improvement of the road condition with
the cooperation of charity donors, farmers and the people of the region to carry
out the necessary policies and measures.

Keywords: Resort function, Qaemshahr (County), Choice Experiment, Economic
Valuation.
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