[ Downloaded from gsma.lu.ac.ir on 2023-11-18 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.27172325.1401.3.2.1.6 ]

[ DOI: D0i:10.52547/gsma.3.2.1 ]

Journal of Geographical Studies of Mountainous Areas 10 (2022) 1-18

P
()

Lorestan University

Journal of Geographical Studies of Mountainous Areas

Online ISSN: 2717-2325

journal homepage: http://www.gsma.lu.ac.ir

Research Paper

Environmental Psychology Analysis of Rural People's Aesthetic Behavior in Kermanshah Province:
Application of Maslow's Pyramid of Needs

Sahra Mohammadi-Mehr °, Masoud Bijani b

#Former M.Sc. Student of Agricultural Extension and Education, College of Agriculture, Tarbiat Modares University (TMU), Tehran, Iran.
P Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, College of Agriculture, Tarbiat Modares University (TMU), Tehran,

Iran.

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article history:
Received: 20 October
2021;

Accepted: 17 February
2022

Available online 02 May
2022

Keywords:

Need to esteem,
Behavior measurement,
Aesthetic,
Environment,
Kermanshah.

The purpose of this study was to analyze the aesthetic behavior of villagers from the perspective of
environmental psychology using Maslow's pyramid of needs. The research method was
descriptive-analytical using a survey. The statistical population included the rural people of
Kermanshah province, 385 of whom were selected by stratified random sampling with
proportional assignment. The research instrument was a questionnaire whose validity was
confirmed by a panel of agricultural extension and education experts. Its reliability was calculated
by performing a pre-test using Cronbach's alpha coefficient (0.71<a<0.82) which indicates the
acceptable reliability of the research instrument. The findings showed that most of the respondents
were in the fourth level (need to esteem). One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) and LSD paired
comparison post hoc test showed that there is a significant difference among rural people with the
levels of "physiological”, "safety”, "social", "esteem" and "aesthetic" needs in terms of
environmental aesthetic behaviors; In this way, people with "physiological-safety needs" exhibit
low aesthetic behavior, "social needs" exhibit moderate behavior, and individuals with "esteem-
aesthetic needs" exhibit higher-level aesthetic behavior, which is consistent with Maslow's
pyramid philosophy of needs. According to the obtained results, suggestions were made to
improve the environmental aesthetic behavior of the villagers.

1. Introduction

destruction of its beauty by indiscriminate and

Due to the special proximity they have to the
surrounding nature, the villages of Iran both have
the greatest impact on their environment and get
the greatest impact from it, and in this sense, the
villagers have the most connection with the
environment; So that the rural areas and especially
the agricultural sector have had different
contemporary and historical civilizations during
different periods of time, and the agricultural
landscape has always been a major factor in the
beauty of the village. At the same time, humans
disrupt the balance of the environment and cause
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out-of-capacity interference. Therefore,
understanding the environmental problem and its
initial understanding is a necessary condition for
basic measures to destroy the beauty of the
environment due to excessive development, which
is one of the most important measures, especially
in rural communities, is the development and
expansion of environmental aesthetic behaviors.
In the meantime, changing people's knowledge
and attitude is the main issue, which is among the
most powerful tools to reduce and stop
irresponsible human behavior; Due to the lack of
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proper environmental planning and lack of
attention to preserving the beauty of natural
resources in the past, human environmental crises
have become more and more difficult day by day.
At the beginning, attention to aesthetic values had
a low priority, at least in discussions related to the
environment, because they were discussed as a
luxury discussion and for humans only after the
fulfillment of vital needs (physiological and
safety). Almost models have been developed for
human needs, and one of them has been made and
used by environment designers to explain the
human capabilities of the environment. The
hierarchy of motivations with human needs was
proposed by Abraham Maslow, a humanist
psychologist, and has shown an ascending
classification from immediate and basic needs to
final and advanced needs. The purpose of this
study was to analyze the aesthetic behavior of
villagers from the perspective of environmental
psychology using Maslow's pyramid of needs

2. Methodology

The research method was descriptive-analytical
using a survey. The statistical population included
the rural people of Kermanshah province, 385 of
whom were selected by stratified random
sampling with proportional assignment. The
research instrument was a questionnaire whose
validity was confirmed by a panel of agricultural
extension and education experts. Its reliability was
calculated by performing a pre-test using
Cronbach's alpha coefficient (0.71 < a < 0.82)

which indicates the acceptable reliability of the
research instrument.

3. Results

The findings showed that most of the respondents
were in the fourth level (need to esteem). One-
way analysis of variance (ANOVA) and LSD
paired comparison post hoc test showed that there
is a significant difference among rural people with
the levels of "physiological”, "safety"”, "social",
"esteem™ and "aesthetic" needs in terms of
environmental aesthetic behaviors; In this way,
people with "physiological-safety needs" exhibit
low aesthetic behavior, "social needs" exhibit
moderate behavior, and individuals with "esteem-
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aesthetic needs" exhibit higher-level aesthetic
behavior, which is consistent with Maslow's
pyramid philosophy of needs.

4, Discussion

Due to the fact that the results of the analysis of
variance test showed the significance of
comparing the environmental aesthetic behavior
of villagers at different levels of the pyramid of
needs. As a result, it can be concluded that
people’s need level is effective on their
environmental aesthetic behavior. Also, according
to the division of the respondents in different
levels according to Maslow's pyramid of needs,
we came to the conclusion that the majority of the
villagers studied are in the psychological-middle
part (social needs and the need for respect) of the
pyramid and a small number of respondents (83
people) They are placed on the upper level (need
for environmental aesthetics) of the pyramid. On
the other hand, social needs strongly influence
behavior. Therefore, it is always tried to use
behavioral models to solve the weak relationship
between environmental aesthetic concern and
behavior.

5. Conclusion

This research was carried out by considering the
interdisciplinary ~ perspective  of  aesthetic
landscape and appropriate orientations  of
environmental ~ psychology,  which  future
researches can add sociological, social and
cultural topics to these topics. On the other hand,
conducting comparative studies between Iran and
other countries can be useful for identifying the
factors affecting environmentalist aesthetic
behaviors at the social level and identifying the
factors  affecting  the  performance  of
environmental protection organizations and
governments at the macro level. It is also
important to measure the motivational factors
affecting the environmentalist aesthetic behavior
of the villagers and then to investigate the
effective methods that can be effective in
changing their views on the beauty of the
environment.
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