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Abstract

Due to the climatic conditions and cutable stones, the cultural landscape of Sablan
Mountain is one of the main foci of the formation of Troglodytic Architecture spaces
in the northwest region of Iran. In this region, various Troglodytic Architecture
spaces have been carved in different cultural periods, one of the most well-known of
which is the Troglodytic Architecture collection of Abazar Nair. This collection, in
the previous studies of some researchers, generally belongs to the Parthian era with
the use of “mehrabah”; or the Islamic era with the use of “Buddhist temples-tombs”.
However, the cultural data in this collection rejects the Mehri and Buddhist monastery
hypothesis with sufficient and archaeological evidence. This research is fundamental in
terms of qualitative objective and it was conducted with descriptive-analytical method,
comparative studies and data collection with the help of field studies and documents-
library resources and seeks to answer the following two basic questions: 1- Based on
the remaining surface data. Mande, the chronology of Troglodytic Architecture Abazar
space belongs to which cultural period(s)? 2- What were the functions of Troglodytic
Architecture spaces (number 7) of Abazar Nair collection? The results show that
the Troglodytic Architecture space in question, like other spaces in this area, had a
livelihood function in the Islamic era. Other results of the research determined that the
set of enclosed spaces of Abazar is generally influenced by the climatic conditions of the
region and is comparable to other cut rock villages in the Sablan and Sahand mountains.
The recent archaeological activity of this collection can be useful and open the way

~ in understanding the functional nature and chronology of other cut rock spaces on the
slopes of Sablan Mountain.
Keywords: Sablan Mountain, Troglodytic Architecture, Abazar Nir, chronology,
Function.
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Introduction

Abazar area of Nair city is the first Troglodytic Architecture area in Ardabil province
that has been noticed by researchers. However, the remaining cultural materials in this
area have received less attention from researchers and the most focus has been on the
rocky texture of the spaces (Mohammadi-Far and Hemti-Azandariani, 2015; Azad,
2015 and 2016). This factor has caused the chronology and function of this area not
to be determined precisely, and one of the empty spaces of this complex (space no. 7),
regardless of the architectural elements and cultural materials left in it, is known as
Mehri temple belonging to the Parthian era (Shekari). niri, 2019) and Mughal-Temple
(Moradi & Omrani, 2020) of the Islamic era. This is while the main differences between
the usage and chronology presented for this collection in general and the space of
Troglodytic Architecture No. 7 in particular are seen, on the basis of the need to review
the chronology and usage presented for this Troglodytic Architecture collection. There
is especially space number 7). By examining the surface of the site and studying its
cultural findings, while reviewing its chronology and function, referring to the data of
the site, the Authors are looking for answers to the following questions: 1- Based on the
remaining surface findings, what cultural period(s) does the chronology of Troglodytic
Architecture Abazar spaces belong to? 2- Handy spaces (number 7). What functions
did the Abazar collection have? Carrying out this research will be an important step in
the architectural studies of Troglodytic Architecture in the Sablan Mountain range, so
that in future studies, along with the careful examination of the sites and the study of
the remaining cultural materials, the chronology and explanation of the function of the

Troglodytic Architecture spaces of this area can be achieved.

Discussion

Based on the study of the Authors, it was found that the Abazar area consisted of several
subsurface manmade spaces (10 units) and surface manmade spaces. These spaces were
closely related to each other and all of them formed the fabric of Abazar village. Over
time, the man-made spaces on the surface were completely destroyed, and today the
remains of the foundations and debris of these structures remain on the surface of the
area. The texture of the villages in the mountainous areas of North-West Iran has a
similar architectural structure. So that in the analysis of this area, what was obtained is
that Abazar area in terms of location pattern (access to water sources, location on the
mountainside, proximity to pastures), structure and architectural elements and plan of
spaces are similar to many others. It is one of the villages on the slopes of Sablan and
Sahand mountains. These villages were formed in a hand-made way near the water

sources and the slopes of the hills. Due to the cold seasons of the year, one of the
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common patterns in the villages of the Sardsir districts of Azerbaijan region is to have
small underground spaces where the families lived next to their cattle during certain
days of the year. Such a pattern of settlement has been in place until recent years in
the village of Kandavan (Razani et al., 2015), Khatb Maragheh (Starnjad et al., 2016),
Ganzeq Sarein (Khanali, 2017), Yai Shahri of Maragheh, Sur Bonab. In these villages,
the living spaces are located under the surface man-made spaces. Due to their living use,
the subsurface spaces generally lacked complex and special architectural and artistic
elements common in ritual-memorial spaces (elements such as inscriptions, altars,
artistic motifs). And it only has a long manger, niche and spaces for providing light. Such
elements can also be seen in the spaces of Troglodytic Architecture Abazar, therefore
Troglodytic Architecture No. 7 cannot be considered separate from other spaces from
the point of view of architecture and even the nature of the function. The generality of

this space is exactly the same as the other spaces of this collection.

Conclusion

What was discussed in the text of the article, the environment of Abazar, like the fabric
of the villages in the mountainous regions of Azerbaijan, Iran, consists of hand-made
spaces. Handicapped spaces are carved under the man-made spaces, and in terms of
architectural structure, plan and practical elements, many similarities between these
villages can be observed. The accuracy of the cultural materials and architectural
elements remaining in the hand-built spaces of this collection showed that the spaces
have many relative similarities to each other and have followed a single pattern. Based
on this, a touch space (space number 7) cannot be considered as a space that is excluded
from other spaces. All the architectural elements such as the manger, niche, skylight,
porch and the way to access the spaces show that these spaces in general and the
architectural space number 7 in particular are designed and carved according to human
living, based on that. Due to the lack of decorative and practical elements specific to
ritual-memorial spaces (such as inscriptions, artistic motifs, columns, luxurious carving
style of spaces, etc.), this complex (space number 7) cannot be considered as a space
related to He considered the shrine (mehrabah). On the other hand, the nature of the
prayer spaces and Buddhist tombs was also very different from this complex, therefore
this complex does not have the characteristics of Mehri and Buddhist temples. The
chronology of the site was based on the cultural findings left on the surface of the site.
Based on these data, evidences from the historical period (especially Parthian) were
not identified. These data show the most important settlement period of the site, which
coincides with the Middle Ages of Islam. During this period, a cemetery with prominent

tombstones was formed in the vicinity of the village. In general, the comparative study
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of the texture of this complex with the similar areas of Sablan and Sahand mountain
slopes shows many similarities between them. Due to the cold climate of the region and
to protect their lives and property, the villages of these areas used to create residential

spaces in two ways: hand-made - hand-made.
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Fig. 5. Akhor Troglodytic Architecture space number 7 (Authors, 2020)
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Tab. 1. Comparative study of Abazar manuscript collection with Mehri temples and Mongolian tombs (Authors,
2020).
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Fig. 8. A number of surface pottery pieces from Abazar area (Authors, 2020).
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Tab. 2. Specifications of the clay pieces of Abazar Nair (Authors, 2020).
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Fig. 9. An example of the tombstones of Abazar cemetery (Authors, 2020).
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Tab. 3. Characteristics of gravestones in Abazar cemetery (Authors, 2020).
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Tab. 4. Comparative study of some areas of Troglodytic Architecture North-West Iran (Authors, 2020).
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