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Comparative Analysis of the Two Mythical Creatures of Simorgh and Garuda
in Two epics Shahnameh and Mahabharat
Sara Ajalli®, Dr. Seyyed Ahmad Khatami?, Dr. Abulgasem Esmailpour Motlag®
Abstract
The ancient epic of the Indians (Mahabharat) has affinities with the outstanding
and universal epic of the Iranians (Shahnameh) which highlights the cultural
similarities between the Indians and the Iranians. The present study tries to explore

these two master epics and to examine the two mythical creatures of these two
works from mythological perspective and to investigating their similarities and
differences. The results of this research which carried out in analytical-descriptive
method, seek to answer the commonalities and differences in the aspects of the two
mythical creatures of the aforementioned works and the common criteria between
these two works to show that among the numerous characters of these two epic
works, similarities between Simorgh and Garuda are noticeable. These similarities

and differences could be studies from various perspectives such as their unique
place among the mythical birds, their appearances, their full presence as required,
and their life on the sacred mountain. Another result of this research is that there are

significant differences between these two mythical creatures; For example, in terms
of outstanding personality traits, there is a significant difference between these two
mythical birds: Simorgh's character relies on his wisdom, while Garuda is admired
by his overwhelming physical strength.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, Epic, Myth, Shahnameh, Mahabharat.
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