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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the challenges facing the citizen sports of Kurdistan province
and to present a promotion model. The current research was qualitative and of thematic analysis type.
The statistical community of this research was made up of experts. Purposive sampling method was
used for sampling and 17 experts were interviewed based on theoretical saturation. A semi-structured
interview was used to collect information. In order to check the quality and validity of the results of the
present study, Lincoln and Guba (1985) evaluation criteria were used, which include the criteria of
validity, transferability, reliability and verifiability. Also, in order to analyze the data, Etrid-Sterling's
thematic analysis method was used. The findings of this study showed: the challenges of advancing
citizen sports in Kurdistan province are the focus of a network of themes that include 3 overarching
themes and 9 organizing themes (1) contextual challenges (undesirability of sports infrastructure,
economic problems prevailing in the society, environmental threats), (2) structural challenges (non-
integrated management of citizen sports, weak management and policy-making, weak index and
codified statistical system, inappropriate urban governance) and (3) behavioral challenges (dominance
of political views on sports, change in citizens' lifestyles). Also, the promotion of citizen sports in
Kurdistan province is the center of a thematic network that includes 3 comprehensive themes and 8
organizing themes (1) contextual support (efficient and targeted incentives, increasing the quality and
guantity of the province's sports infrastructure), (2) structural support (financial support, health-oriented
: The focus of urban design is the integration and unification of the approach in citizenship sports and
the establishment of a modern and codified statistical system) and (3) behavioral support (development
of the general culture of sports and awareness of society and attention to citizenship sports in urban
management). Therefore, the result of overcoming the mentioned challenges and strengthening the
mentioned supporting aspects is suggested for the development of citizen sports in Kurdistan province.

Keyword: Kurdistan province, sports, citizen sports, accelerators, inhibitors.



