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i Abstract

: The Bisotun relief is one of the most remarkable carvings of the Achaemenid
¢ period; Its uniqueness is that it can be distinguished from other reliefs of the
: Achaemenid period in terms of location and specific subject. The Bisotun relief
: narrates the suppression of rebels and insurgents who, during the time of Darius,
: claimed that Bardia owned the throne. With the help of some Persian aristocrats,
¢ Darius started suppressing them in different parts of the Achaemenid empire. In
¢ this relief, the description of these victories is engraved differently. This research
: aims to read the manifestations of repression on the Bisotun relief, based on
: Panofsky's iconography theory, and analyze the Darius era's social and political
: background using this approach's analytical methods and the text of Bisotun
¢ relief.

: The method of this descriptive-analytical research is based on Panofsky's theory.
: The information-collecting method is library and field, and the analysis is
i qualitative. The research findings and results indicate that the existing discourse
¢ in this relief shows a type of violence. It also implies Darius's manifest approach
¢ in planning and implementing the Bisotun relief. By elaborating on this relief's
: formation factors and analyzing and interpreting human motifs according to the
: social and political subtext of that period, it is possible to assume a propaganda
¢ function.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

After the "Imposter Bardia or Gaumata" death by
Darius and six of his men, the entire territory of Pars
was in turmoil. During about one year (521-522
BC), Darius succeeded in suppressing sixteen
rebellions, dominating the whole government
territory, and establishing security. To immortalize
the memory of those victories, he ordered carving a
relief on the rocks of the holy Bisotun mountain near
Kermanshah. In this relief, ten rebel leaders are lined
up before Darius with tied hands, and "Gaumata"
also has fallen at his feet. The account of the
rebellions, Darius's suppression of them, and other
materials were first written in the Elamite language
in this relief’s surroundings. The Babylonian
(Akkadian) and ancient Persian translations were
added later.

Iconology is One of the approaches that has been the
focus of researchers in recent decades, especially in
the European art field. Historically, the development
of this approach as a coherent criticism system goes
back to the early 20th century decades. Using the
current method, this research is trying to get closer
to interpreting and analyzing the Bisotun relief. It
considers iconography as one of the study areas of
art history, which answers the questions of "what
and why" the content of the artwork is. Considering
the importance of the Bisotun relief in the history of
Iranian civilization, re-reading it will help to
represent the social and political atmosphere of that
period. Therefore, the research aims to read the
repression manifestations in the Bisotun relief,
based on Panofsky's iconography theory, and it
seeks to analyze the social and political background
of the Darius era based on this approach and with the
help of the Bisotun inscription translation.

2- Method

In this research, the research type is fundamental-
theoretical in terms of its purpose, and in terms of
historical aspects, the adopted research method is
descriptive-analytical. The collecting information
method is library and observation. The essential tool
for gathering information is the preparing registry
sheets, observation cards, and visual documents.
The data analysis method is qualitative.

3- Findings

This relief shows Darius the Great's victory over
Gaumata the Magus and arresting the rebels. The
symbol of Farvahar can be seen above the relief.
Darius raised his right hand as a sign of praise to
Ahura Mazda and placed his left foot on the chest of
Gaumata the Magus, who fell under his feet. With

hands tied behind their backs and necks binned
together with ropes, the rebels are standing before
Darius. A spearman and an archer are seen behind
Darius. The Bisotun relief is one of the first reliefs
of the Achaemenid era with traces of violence in its
motifs and text; the captivity and humiliation of the
coup plotters who rebelled against Darius. Darius
presents the suppression description of ten rebels.
The rebels' heads, except for the first one, are tied up
together by a rope, and each of them wears the
clothes of their country, which distinguishes them
from the others and shows the rebellion extent in the
regions under Darius's rule.

Above the head of each, there is an inscription that
reveals the rebel's name and the rebellion's location.
Using inscription along with the image shows a lack
of trust in the image to tell the entire scene narrative.
When looking at the list of descriptions of the
Achaemenid kings, one thing is striking: Darius's
frequency and insistence on this tradition of
combining images and inscriptions side by side.
This tradition should be considered a show of power
and his obsession to establish dominance. Selecting
Bisotun Mountain to create this relief is also
important. This relief reflects Darius's thinking
essence as the one who commanded its creation. The
thinking that makes Darius use a mechanism to
create this relief on a large scale with threatening
awe at a strategic point. With this placement and
intellectual and artistic orientation, Darius's message
to the audience is quite clear.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The reading done in this study of the Bisotun relief
based on Panofsky theories has obtained results
from the constructions of this relief in line with
historical data and analysis. To better understand the
manifestations of repression in this relief, one must
follow the root of social contexts, including
purification and sanctification, exaggeration and
seduction, humiliation and punishment. The main
actors in this performance are Ahuramazda, Darius,
and the rebels.

The arrangement of the subjects in the relief is a
clear expression of the victory and humiliation of the
opposite individuals. The Bisotun relief was created
as a warning to the opposition for many reasons. The
Bisotun inscription manifesto, which completes the
relief concept, has harsh and strong language. Also,
the violence seen in the Bisotun is rarely seen in the
Achaemenid era reliefs. This relief tries to portray a
human narrative with political and social content by
minimally using animal, plant, and mythological
symbolic elements. Human proportions have been
carefully complied with, and even considering the
existing dimensions and sizes, a precise human scale
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may have been followed. This emphasis on
observing the human scale is also one point
confirming the seriousness of the message of the
Bisotun relief. Regardless of the inscription text,
which was somewhat mentioned, this relief's
location is also crucial in the third layer of
Panofsky's analysis. The relief is located at a
strategically and geopolitically important place and
in the middle of a significant main road.
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