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: Abstract

: This study attempts to analyze the representation of the female subject in the
: narrative and visual content of home theater in the Mannequin series. For
: this purpose, by applying the constructivist approach of Richard Dyer and
¢ Stuart Hall’s theory of representation as the theoretical framework and Fisk’s
: semiotic analysis method in three levels of codes of reality, representation,
: and ideology, Mannequin series has been examined and evaluated. The
: research method of this study is a qualitative analysis with an inductive
: approach. According to the topic and the research problem, deploying
¢ qualitative and semiotic methods is the best technique to analyze this topic.
¢ The results indicate that the ideological codes of the series are a combination
: of several codes that together show the class of the woman character in the
: series. The upper-class female characters in Mannequin series look for
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: achieve their desires and thus go astray. For the single women in the family,
: who are full of selfishness and self-interest, the Mannequin series leaves no
: choice but to prostitute themselves and trust in the criminals of society. In
: summarizing the contents, the following can be mentioned about the
: Mannequin series: home cinema, which could have been a qualitative
: alternative to the national television, causes serious damage to the cinema
: and the culture of our Iranian-Islamic society by turning to such low-quality
and worthless series in terms of technical structure and moral themes.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

One of the main questions in the field of media and
society is: to what extent are the media able to
express reality and what mechanisms do they have
to do so? Is it the media's function to reflect society’s
realities or to create its realities? In response to these
questions and other questions raised in terms of the
connection between the media and the world of
reality, and to express the media characteristics, an
image of the world is presented.

Numerous studies have shown that the function of
the media is not merely to show the realities of the
outside world to the audience. It can perhaps be
argued that television and official media represent
the public opinion and macro-cultural policies of the
society; and that, as influential and powerful
channels, they play the role of informing,
culturizing, and intellectual leadership of the
society. However, in recent decades, with the
presence of movies and television in the living room
of families and especially their strong presence after
the establishment of home cinemas, due to the
efforts of a new generation of filmmakers since the
eighties, the media have gained more audience in
society which in turn has increased its effects on
society and families. In today's world, the media are
very important and influential on society and social
realities. The media display a pattern of human and
social relations, as an effect of which society, its
values, and beliefs are altered. By representing the
normative patterns, which are dominating the social
life in the form of dramatic performances, mass
media play the role of creating and reproducing
these norms in the nowadays social life. Motion
Pictures and movies legitimize some affairs while
delegitimizing others through the mass production
of cultural concepts. In addition, by reproducing and
reconstructing social realities, they can hold
repressive or critical and liberating perspectives.
Therefore, cinema and movies have an undeniable
role in viewpoint formation, intellectual and
behavioral changes of the audience, and the whole
process of the social movement. They are also
important factors in guiding and promoting social
relations as well as in enlightening or intoxicating
public opinion. Additionally, they play an important
role in reflecting or constructing social reality in
society. This study is an attempt to analyze the
representation of the female subject in the narrative
and visual content of home theater. For this purpose,
Mannequin series has been analyzed and evaluated
by deploying the constructivist approach and the
representation theory of Richard Dyer and Stuart
Hall as the theoretical framework.

2- Method

The research method of this study is a qualitative
analysis with an inductive approach. According to
the topic and the research problem, deploying
qualitative and semiotic methods is the best
technique to analyze the representation of the female
subject in the Mannequin series. Semiotics is the
most dominant methodological model in image and
media studies. In this research, the personality of
women in the Mannequin series has been analyzed
using John Fisk’s semiotic analysis method.
Therefore, the Mannequin series which is
considered as a text, is analyzed through semiotics.
The analytical framework of the research is based on
John Fisk’s theory and in three levels: the level of
social codes, the level of representation or technical
codes, and the level of ideology.

3- findings

The findings of the present study indicate that the
ideological codes of the series are a combination of
several codes that together show the class character
of the women in the series. Among these codes, one
can mention luxury life, evasion of law,
individualism, utilitarianism, and anarchism. The
female characters of the well-to-do class in
Mannequin series are looking for fashion,
extravagance, variety, and luxury life. On the other
hand, the middle or lower-class women in the series
are representations of the lone women’s turmoil in
society who are unable to find the correct and
upright ways to achieve their desires and thus go
astray. For the single women in the family, who are
full of selfishness and self-interest, the Mannequin
series leaves no choice but to prostitute themselves
and trust in the criminals of society; it even
represents different methods of self-prostitution of
women and men for the Iranian-Islamic society.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The results of the research indicate that the
sequences related to women in the Mannequin series
interpret their presence as the naturalization of the
cultural and social elements such as luxuriousness,
fame-seeking, variety-seeking, competition, etc.,
and represent them as behavioral models for society
members. This series provides the grounds for
imitation and destructive influence on Iranian
families. Through its various codes, the series
highlights certain behaviors, norms, and events
related to the female characters of the series;
accordingly, it indirectly determins what the
audience should think about. In this regard, it shows
the women characters as extremely lavish, selfish,
utilitarian, and possessive. The female characters of
the well-to-do class in the Mannequin series follow
fashion, extravagance, diversity, and luxury life.
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On the other hand, the middle or lower-class women
in the series are representations of the lone women's
turmoil in society who are not able to find the correct
and upright ways to achieve their desires and thus go
astray. The Mannequin series represent women who
are regarded as loose and unprincipled from the
perspective of Iranian-Islamic family foundations;
the characters of the women in the series are
depicted as characters with fragile family
foundations. The women of the series are introduced
to the audience as wandering, self-prostituting,
variety seekers, selfish, criminal, lawless, obsessive,
and lone. Moreover, women’s immoral competition
to achieve their desires through power, wealth,
hatred, jealousy, and rivalry is highlighted. Weirdly,
the series portrays female characters as characters
with family crises and displays the women with
families as victims of violence, betrayal, and
dissatisfaction with family life.

In summarizing the contents, the following can be
mentioned about the Mannequin series: home

cinema, which could have been a qualitative
alternative to the national television, causes serious
damage to the cinema and the culture of our Iranian-
Islamic society by turning to such low-quality and
worthless series in terms of technical structure and
moral themes.
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