Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 5. Issue 1. Spring 2023. Pages 76 to 89

Research Paper

Investigating the Bahram-Gur's images in illustrations of the Grand
Ilkhani's Shahnameh

Seyed Mahmood Hosseinit, Abolfazl Davoodi?*, Shapoor Behyan* Seyed Rahman Mortazavi *

1. Ph.D. Student Of faculty of art and architecture, Islamic Azad University, Khorasgan branch, Isfahan, Iran
2. Professor of Art Research, Islamic Azad University, Yazd Branch, Iran.

3. Associate Professor of sociology, Islamic Azad University, Mobarake Branch, Isfahan, Iran.

4. Assistant Professor of Art and Architecture, Islamic Azad University, Khorasgan Branch, Isfahan, Iran.

: Abstract
The Grand Ilkhani's Shahnameh reflects the political and social effects

of the llkhans' kingdom well. By portraying themselves as a group of kings and
: mythical heroes of ancient Iran, the Mongols provided a new narrative of
: acceptability and legitimacy for the llkhans, the chiefs of the court, and
ministers. By supporting and placing the Mongol kings as mythical Iranian
: kings, the Iranian Mustafians decided to make the usurper and tyrannical rulers
: look like Yazidi. Mustafians gave them divine power and made obedience to
them obligatory to make their domination look legitimate in Iranian civilization.
¢ In this five-page Shahnameh, Bahram-Gur is discussed in various situations.
: Given that Bahram-Gur owned the same name as Bahram, the god of war in
ancient Iran, it seems that this name was chosen for a specific political purpose.
¢ This research aims to discuss the reason for the presence of the Mongols in
Keywords: . : Bahram's delegation in the paintings of llkhani's Shahnameh Bozur. Based on
Bahram-Gur, great Ilkhani : the research conducted on the subjects of these paintings, we conclude that by
Shahnameh, Iranian painting, . . . , . . .
legitimacy !mag!nlng themselves in _Bahran_] S delegatlon, the Mongols mtent_jed to build an

: identity for themselves in Iranians' minds. They wanted to gain acceptance,
popularity, and legitimacy by using the face of the kings like Bahram. This
: descriptive-analytical research has been done using the library method.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

Although the Mongols did not set limits on looting
and demolition at the beginning of the llkhanid
period, they soon realized they needed to contribute
to the development and construction if they wished
to sustain their domination over lIranians. They
learned that they would lose their prestige and
legitimacy as a king if Far-E-Shahi (the kind of
credit that God gave to kings in ancient Iranian
beliefs) went away from them, and that would
happen once they deviated from the axis of justice.
This approach took a more colorful form from the
time of Ghazan Khan. The consequent kings of
Mongols made a lot of effort in this way. By
approaching the manner of kings of ancient Iran and
projecting themselves in the group of legendary
heroes of ancient Iran like Bahram, they provided a
new arena of acceptance and legitimacy for llkhans.
The embodiment of these kings in the form of
Iranian mythic kings gave the usurper and brutal
rulers a god-like image. Such illustration gave them
divine power and made obedience to them
obligatory and legitimate to remove the memory of
their brutality and cruelty.

2- Methods:

We mainly leveraged library research methods to
conduct this descriptive-analytical study. The
approach of this research is historical, and it
examines the five images of Ilkhani's Great
Shahnameh illustrating the subject of Bahram. After
investigating these images, the study examines the
relationship between these images and the
popularity and legitimacy of the Mongols.

3- Results:

Bahram Gur (Bahram V), the son of Yazdgerd
I, the Sassanid king, ruled Iran between 420 and
438 AD. His life adventures, including his
bravery in fighting and hunting with various
prey, were the basis for great artists and poets
such as Ferdowsi and Nizami to compose
lyrical poems. The paintings in which Bahram
Gur is exhibited in different situations have
depicted hidden layers of literary themes in the
form of symbols and signs. Bahram's behaviors
in various mythological manifestations of these
paintings make the narrative more visible.
Besides, it conveys the identical name of the
Bahram myth with the god Bahram: an old
concept with a new theme. In the Zoroastrian
religion, Bahram is depicted as the god of war,
and his characteristics have ancient richness. In

precedent rituals to Zoroastrianism, Bahram
has a mythological image and plays the warrior
role. Following Zoroastrian reforms, however,
Bahram's position is promoted to the god of war
while still maintaining the warrior role. With
the research done on the subjects of these
paintings, we conclude that by placing
themselves in Bahram's delegation, the
Mongols intended to create a new identity in the
minds of Iranians. This identity tried to gain
acceptance, legitimacy, and popularity for the
Mongols by borrowing the faces of kings like
Bahram.

4- Conclusion:

At the beginning of the Mongols' attack on
Iran, they appeared in Iranians' imaginations as
barbarians. After the Hulako removed the chaos
by winning over his enemies and achieving
absolute power in suppressing his competitors
to sit on the kingdom throne, Ilkhans began to
be introduced as a symbol of God's pleasure and
the manifestation of the divine will. So, by
illustrating themselves in Bahram Gure's
delegation, the Mongols intended to create
similarity and a new identity in the minds of
Iranians. That way, the Mongol kings could
find popularity like Bahram and the kings of
ancient Iran.

The ministers of the Mughal period theorized
the similarity between Bahram and the Mongol
rulers at the beginning. They then tried to
introduce them as like Bahram, fair and good-
behaved. By giving a historical identity to the
character of the Mongols, their Iranian
ministers aimed to reduce brutality and
encourage the Mongols to respect the rights of
Iranians. By attributing chivalrous behavior
such as forgiveness and mercy to Mongol
kings, Iranian ministers presented them as
similar to the noble and exalted god of Bahram
and gave them historical credit. On the other
hand, the similarity of Bahram's name with the
myth of Bahram, who was mentioned as the god
of war in ancient Iran, suggests the role and
function of a warrior for Mongol kings.
Following the Zoroastrian reforms and the
promotion of Bahram's position to the god of
war, this function was even more highlighted.
Considering the images from Ilkhani's Grand
Shahnameh depicting the Mughal king in the
presence of the god Bahram, a kind of
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legitimacy is created for the Mughals by linking
their family to the ancient Iranian dynasty. The
illustrated Mongol king, who is shown to like
the ancient god Bahram, has pure control over
his behavior and actions and tries to overcome
on Bad Behavior of Azadeh. This illustration
tried to be compared with and referred to as the
Shah Mongol.
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