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Abstract

Using literary texts in teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers has always
been the focus of material developers. Due to the metaphorical nature of
the Persian language and the use of idioms and proverbs in both spoken and
written forms of the Persian language by Persian speakers, mastering these
idioms and cultural concepts by non-Persian speakers seems to be essential.
Regarding language education, one of the important issues is paying
attention to improving language skills. The four language skiﬁs ie.
listening, speaking, reading and writing play significant role in the learning
process. In language education, to deal with these skills, the need for
appropriate, relevant and purposeful educational materials is felt to be
essential. In this research, the researches attempted has to provide a
resource for teaching Persian language to non-Persian speakers through
literary texts with an emphasis on improving reading skills. In this research,
the method for compiling and developing these texts is simplifying the
Persian texts and then developing exercises based on the task-based
approach. To this end, some stories from Kalila and Demna by Mahdi
Azarizdi (Scorpion Sting, Bear and Impatient Pigeon Friendship) have
been selected and prepared for intermediate Persian learners. Accordingly,
first original stories were presented, then their narrative elements were
explained. In the next step, lexical simplification was conducted according
to LEXenstein’s lexical simplification framework. Finally, syntactic
simplification was conducted according to Maxwell's ideas. To ensure the
appropriateness of the texts for the intermediate level, these texts were
given to three teachers with three years of experience teaching Persian to
non-Persian speakers. In the end, by using the basics of the task-based
approach which currently has found a significant place among other
approaches, the pre, during, and post-reading activities have been designed.

Keywords: reading comprehension skill, Kalila and Demna, simplification, intermediate
Persian learners, task-based approach.
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