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Introduction: Urban spaces are the arena of discourse of social classes, and the function of
these spaces becomes clear to the various residents of the city in three basic moments:
perceived, conceived and lived; The second-conceptual space of the city is the imagined or
representation of the city space; this space is in the study of mental maps called the "conceived
space” as the second dimension in the study of mental maps that has been considered. The
mental mapping of the 1960s and 1970s became an important part of human-geographic
research. The first generation of these studies on physical space has been noticed since the
1970s by European and American scholar s Kevin Lynch, 1960; Appleyard, 1970, .... The next
generation of second-generation studies of mental maps was followed by research by
researchers such as Peter Orleans, 1967; Johnston, 1971; .... In a way that these studies focused
on the conceptual space of the city instead of focusing solely on physical space on the mental
maps of the communities. In this study, we tried to examine the discourse of the second-
conceptual space of Rasht city with inhabitants of settlements formal district 1 and residents of
informal settlements in the fourth district of Rasht. In such a way, two of the investigated areas
of the 40s, unlike the primary core of Rasht, appear to be unequal in terms of spatial, historical
and social opposition. In this study, we try to examine the discourse of the second-conceptual
space of these two distinct societies from a metropolitan text.

Methodology: The method approach of this research is due to the topic of the study, that is, the
mental mapping of people from the city of qualitative. The methodology of research is based on
narratives and oral histories of individuals from their environment. The sample size of the
statistical population is two groups of formal residents of district 1 and informal residents of
the 4th district of Rasht. The sample size is considered as separate according to the qualitative
nature of the research with the help of research on the subject. Average of 60 people for each
society is considered separately (Worms, 2014) This sampling was approved for the present
study based on theoretical sampling. The two methods of "semi-structured interviewing and
participatory observation" have been used to gather information. After collecting mental maps,
interviews, notes and photos. The data of the subjects was analyzed in the GIS environment for
analysis. These analyzes have been carried out with the help of computer-aided quality data
analysis systems (CAQDAS) with ATLAS.ti.

Results: The results of the research indicate that in the second-conceptual space of Rasht; a
conceptual space reconstruction by the public sector with the role of mediator of urban
capitalists in favor of the urban middle class is taking place in the conceptual context of the city.
The mechanism of production conceptual space of Rasht city in order to attract the capitalists
especially in the central part and development of the service sector in the center and north, and
the decline of the manufacturing sector on the suburbs of the city.

Discussion: The argument that can be found in analyzing the second space of the mental map
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of the residents of Rasht is a reconstruction tailored to the needs of capitalists in space taking
place in the conceptual environment of the city. The production of new conceptual space by
modernism is taking place every day in the memories of residents of Rasht city. Urban planning
ideology is considered to be the development of explicit spatial tactics. This engineering
technique is undergoing the process of transforming and cultivating a new urban space in
carnival masks. The ruling classes or parts of the ruling classes of the activists and the
volunteers have intervened in this process. The deprived urban class is placed next to or in
front of the dominant social groups. And to industrial sectors, local traditions, and so on. In the
abstract section, for the alternative use, and for an alternative society other than what is now,
the space needed for the city is restored; the spaces are new and for a particular class. And the
history of the life of a certain class is associated with this disciple, and the more subordinate
groups are more fully subjected to the concept of subjectivity from the urban environment. In
fact, the second space of the inhabitants of Rasht is being destroyed every day. Their stories,
narratives and memories are limited to certain spaces. And this space gets a personal meaning.
These new rebuilds and the destruction of memories have led to the expansion of capitalist
relations in space.

Conclusion: The urban space is based on a kind of social relations of urban classes that are
built and used by the ruling powers. Relationships that are defined in terms of the prevailing
ideology and are produced and reproduced through spatial planning policies.

Highlight:

» The proposed model provides an evaluation of the publicness of existing and future urban
spaces for urban planners and designers.

» This model makes it possible to evaluate the publicness of urban spaces from the point of
view of professionals along with the perception of space users.
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