A Comparative Study of Mulla Sadra and Avicenna’s Views on the Self-Evidence

Reza Hasannourani!

of External World

| Sohrab Haghighat? > | Gholamhossein Ahmadiahangar?

1. Corresponding Author, PhD student of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology, Shahid Madani University
of A. erbaijan, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail: reza.hasannurani@gmail.com

2., Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology, Shahid Madani University of
Azerbaijan,{‘)l" abriz, Iran. E-mail: ac.haghighat@azaruniv.ac.ir
3. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology, Shahid Madani University of

Azerbaijan, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail: ahmadiahangar.babol@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type: Research Article

Article history:

Received 4-Mar-2023
Received in revised form 30-
Jun-2023

Accepted 1-Jul-2023
Published online 18-Sep-2023

Keywords:
External World,
Self-Evident,
Sense Perceptions,
Mulla Sadra,
Avicenna.

Muslim philosophers have regarded sensations, also known as propositions concerning
the external world, as secondary self-evident propositions. According to Avicenna,
although these secondary self-evident propositions are open to debate, they do not require
further argumentation and are therefore considered self-evident. However, Mulla Sadra
posits that real self-evident propositions are exclusive to "primary self-evident
propositions,” while secondary self-evident propositions are inherently "theoretical."
Consequently, Avicenna deems the external world to be self-evident, whereas Sadra
perceives it as theoretical and in need of proof. Our aim is to demonstrate that not only is
Avicenna's perspective contradictory, but it also necessitates relativity andigradation of
self-evident propositions, both of which are untenable. .e concur with Sadra's viewpoint
that secondary self-evident propositions are not truly self-evident but rather theoretical.
Moreover, we reject the notion of relativity and gradation in self-evident propositions,
affirming that genuine self-evident propositions are exclusive to "primary self-evident
propositions" and that the existence of the external world is theoretical, requiring proof.
This article employs an analytical-comparative-critical approach.
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