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Background & Purpose

Security is an important element and an inherent need of human
societies. Society is composed of a family system (women and men) that
continuously contributes to social life. In this system, both genders play an
important role. For this reason, paying attention to women's security is one
of the social issues of Iranian society (Mir Mohammadtabar et al., 2015).

Depending on the type of political and cultural system of societies, the
sense of security between men and women is different. Due to biological
and psychological reasons (Modiri, 2015), women feel more insecure than
men, and most victims of crimes are men, and women experience more
insecurity and fear of crime. The experience and perception of crime have
become a gender issue (Ashayeri, 2017). This has reduced the level of
social participation of women (Shakuri Asl, 2015). The existence of trust,
family support, and a social support system plays an important role in
women's sense of security in the urban environment. Women who have a
high level of cultural capital consider themselves safe from insecurity
(Kavanaugh, 2014). Increasing the level of women's education, exposure
to unethical behavior also decreases (Brilli, & Marco, 2014). Many news
about sexual harassment of women are announced in public places; That
is, women are physically less able to defend themselves, and there is a
growing tendency in women to remember their early life experiences and
their fear of other life situations (Bamanian, 2017). This causes a decrease
in the presence of women in local, cultural, and social institutions
(Qaderzadeh & Khazaei, 2013), which itself leads to victimization ,and
increasing their vulnerability (Loukaitou-Sideris, 2005 & Day, Stump &
Carreon, 2003).
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Statistics in the country show that the sense of security among citizens is
relatively low. The results of a national study of eight Iranian metropolises
(Tehran, Hamedan, Urmia, Shiraz, Kerman, Yazd, Isfahan, and Mashhad)
show that 81% of city residents feel insecure. Other results also show that
52% of people have a high feeling of social security, 27% have a moderate
feeling and 21% have a feeling of social insecurity (Bakhsandeh Rahmati
et al., 2019). Meanwhile, women are more affected by the social situation
than men due to the patriarchal structure of society, social norms, physical
structure,e, and psychological defense mechanisms. The current research,
by studying 40 research works (survey) about the period from 1385 to
1400, aims to investigate the most important factors affecting the sense of
social security of women in Iranian society.

Main question: What are the sources and factors affecting women's sense
of security?

Method

The current research is a meta-analysis (quantitative). Meta-analysis is
the synthesis, integration, and homogenization of studies conducted in a
specific field. A technique is a statistic used for a systematic review that
quantitatively combines the results of a large number of studies to
determine the average effect of a particular technique.

The statistical population of the present study is all the research
conducted in Iran in the years 1385 to 1400 on the topic of women's
security, which has been registered in the scientific databases of academic
Jihad sid, Noormags specialized journals database, and Magiran
publications database. Among more than 70 research studies on "women's
social security" were identified and finally 40 research documents were
selected according to quantitative meta-analysis criteria (correlation
coefficient, sample size, significance level, research quality, validity and
reliability of research, survey). After the initial classification of studies,
etymology, and their description, finally, research variables that have been
repeated more than 2 times in studies were entered into CMAZ2 to determine
the effect size and its correlation coefficient.

Results

Results show that:
Table 1. Research effect size

research variables

Statistical report Effect 7 p-
size value
Use of media .36 2.96 .003
Media sources Presence in virtual space 27 356  .001
Media coverage of crimes .16 4.90 .001

Social capital Social trust 32 4.003 .00
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The feeling of social 37 579 00

belonging
Institutional trust .36 18.6 .00
Social cohesion .305 3.74 .00
Social interaction 45 3.89 .00
Social participation 3 4.13 .00
Duration of residence 21 4.37 .00
: Social disorganization 19 10.47 .00
E tal L
nv;;%?é?se na Social disorder 22 13.75 .00
Physical disorder .16 6.1 .001
Quality of residence 13 19.89  .003
Women's inferiority 46 13.32 .00
Psychological Feeling of inferiority 45 1.3 .00
factors The fee_lmg _of social 14 16.81 002
alienation
. Religious lifestyle 24 8.63 .003
Lifestyle .
Sports lifestyle .36 8.74 .002
Perception of crime .18 0.16 .00
Factors of crime The experience of being a 24 6.93 00
victim
Satlsfact!on with the a4 436 00
Control sources police act
Social control .26 6.92 .003
economic-social status .39 3.31 .001
Education level 22 4.63 .002
Class factors Income level 17 1276 004
Age 22 16.48  .002
. Social identity A7 10.03 .00
|dentity factors Job identity 28 839 .00l

1. There is a significant relationship between the media and women's
sense of security (Effect size = .308). Mass media and the amount of
its use had a significant effect on women's sense of security and could
explain .360% of it. The more women use media, the more their sense
of security is affected and reduced.

2. There is a significant relationship between social capital and
women's sense of security (Effect size = .249). Social trust is a
variable that affects women's sense of security, the value of this effect
is .323. The wider the social trust and its radius in today's modern
society, the greater the women's sense of security and vice versa.
Institutional trust is the level of women's trust and certainty in
government, executive, and organizational institutions.

3. There is a significant relationship between environmental factors and
women's sense of security (Effect size = .217).
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4. There is a significant relationship between psychological factors and
women's sense of security (Effect size =.323). The feeling of inferiority
of women in society due to the patriarchal nature of society and work
environments plays an important role in the job security of women and
affects their sense of security at the social level to the same extent.

5. There is a significant relationship between the chosen lifestyle and
women's sense of security (Effect size = .169). Women who have a
religious lifestyle will gain a greater sense of security due to the
commonality of religious rituals, having religious relations with
informal and formal institutions, as well as gaining spiritual peace and
removing mental anxiety.

6. There is a significant relationship between crime factors and women's
sense of security (Effect size = .141). The level of women's perception
of the existence of crime and insecurity in the environment and society
and their perception of the state of feeling of security and risk factors
increases their fear and insecurity.

7 .There is a significant relationship between control factors and women's
sense of security (Effect size = .387). Satisfaction with the police in
society makes women feel more relaxed and secure in the social
environment.

Discussion and Conclusion

Security is one of the main foundations of community formation, and
women are also considered important human capital in the continuity and
stability of this community. The social vulnerability of women includes the
level of physiological and social vulnerability that affects their sense of
security. Accordingly, if women have less ability to protect and control
themselves, they will experience more insecurity. In any society, women
are more likely than men to fear normal trends.

Based on the results of this research, the following suggestions are
presented:

- Existence of mobile police stations in high-traffic areas and increased
lighting of urban neighborhoods and streets;

-Strengthening women's self-esteem and self-confidence and self-
defense training to increase strength in dealing with crimes;

- Teaching social mechanisms to deal with crimes and how to deal with
victims;

- Increasing the presence of women in civil activities and recruiting
them in community law enforcement programs;

-Establishing a special court and police station for women and
increasing their ability to defend their rights;

- Identifying urban crime hotspots, removing blind spots on public
roads, and urban design with social monitoring and surveillance;
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- Increasing women's social capital and using them in social and non-
governmental institutions;

- Strengthening women's social participation and increasing their
interaction with the police and law enforcement agencies;

-Formation of specialized working groups for women in security-
administrative institutions and using their role and participation in
community security.
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