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Notes on Book Publishing (4)

The Tax of Gilan Province Supported
the Establishment of the First Publishing
House in Tehran

Majid Gholami Jaliseh

Abstract: In this article, with a brief reference
to how the lithographic printing industry en-
tered Iran and in the city of Tabriz, by exam-
ining library and archival sources, the author
discusses how the Basmekhaneh of Tehran
(Tehran Publishing House) was established

as the first lithographic printing house located
in Tehran during the reign of Mohammad
Shah Qajar, while introducing the supporters
and those involved in it. It introduces the
works published in this printing house and
also the money which was used to support its
establishment. With the presentation of these
documents, it becomes clear that the costs

of establishing Tehran’s printing house and
publishing Kaghaz newspaper as Iran’s first
newspaper were financed through the taxes of
the people of Gilan province.

Keywords: Printing House; Mohammad
Shah Qajar; Tehran; Mirza Saleh Shirazi; Haji
Mirza Aghasi; Taxes; Guilan; Mirza Isa Khan
Vali; Alexander Khodzko; Haji Mirza Aghasi;
Lithography; Newspaper
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= A Catalogue of the Persian Printed Books in the British Museum. By E. Edwards. 11 x 9, v + 967 pp. London :
British Museum, 1922.



