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Abstract

Given the role culture plays in second/foreign language learning, paying attention to
cultural content in language teaching textbooks is of great importance. In the current
study, using qualitative content analysis, the way cultural issues are presented in the
first three volumes of the two series of Let's Learn Persian and Top Notch was
evaluated based on 20 questions in Hatoss cultural model. The findings indicate that
“Top Notch” series showed a better performance than “ Let’'s Learn Persian” series in
reflecting cultural pluralism, cultural dynamicity, up-to-date cultural norms, explicit and
direct teaching of cultural norms, and inviting L2 learners to ponder over cultural
norms. Moreover, issues like pragmatic competence, non-linguistic inputs, semiotics,
and deep and surface culture were similarly treated in the two series. Besides, abstract
cultural issues were not dealt with in the two series and the prevalent teaching method
was cognitive than experiential. And finally, given the introduction of different cultures,
intercultural communications are mirrored more in “Top Notch” than “Let's Learn
Persian”.
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Server: It comes with a salad. And Server: Certainly. And anything to

Server:* Are you ready to order? Or
do you need some more time? there's also a choice of vegetables. drink?
Customer: I'm ready, thanks. I think Tonight we have carrots or grilled Customer: I'd like sparkling water,
Il start with the potato soup. tomatoes. please. No ice.
Then I'll have the roast chicken. Customer: I'd like the carrots, please.
Or, on second thought, maybe I'll

What does that come with?
have the tomatoes.

*Server = waiter (man) or waitress (woman)
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C =10z PHOTO STORY Read and listen to people getting acquainted.

Susan: Il bet this is your dad. Sam: And just call me Sam. 50, what Ted: Sorry I'm late.

Cara: Yes, it is. Dad, 1d like you to do you do, Suzy? Susan: Ted, this is Cara’s dad.
meet my friend, Susan Grant. Susan: I'm a photographer . . . Oh, Ted: Oh, how nice 1o meet you,

Sam: It's a pleasure to meet you, F'm sormy. There's my husband . . . Mr. Pikel
Susan. Samuel Pike. Ted, over herel Sam: Likewise. But please call me

Susan: Great to meet you, oo, But o

please, everyone calls me by my
nickname, Suzy.
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Hartley. Oh, definitely, and maybe more so for me than for athers because jackson s in the
South, which was peetry sacially conservative when | was a young girl

GC: Please tell us about some of the changes you have personally ex perienced.

Hartiey: My heavens! Wiell, the new South is 50 AEferont Irom the abd South in a lot of
Good ways, ascveryone knows. But Sinoe you a5k me personally, it wosikd probabdy be
technology. the way young people talk tot el clders, table Mmanmes

CC: OK. How have t hose things changed?

Hanlev Well, for exampie, when | was growing up, the tamily Anner hour was the one tme in the when the tamay

down together, and it was 3 spocial e, Today. Uhat's changed. knsnany Lamiles, there is o hows. Kids cat
MWlulwdaﬂdav MoETs are ot in the wor koeor and dan 't ave time to make a propes meal, and these are so
Many aCUVIICS that It secms Uke fo one s e, mmv‘y ChESAFem were Mare Fespoctiul and Gust 0 the table—we
Spokie when we were spoken to, we dsdn't ., amwd we necely. NO One Casme to the
dinner talie In SHorts OF jeans the wary they G0 ooy,

CC: That isdifferent. lsn't 117 Y ou mentioned technology. How Bas that changed?

Hartley: How hasn’t it changed! Well, today. | see boys amd girks stariig 38 scrocns lor Bours 1 dikin't sec 3 tebevision until
Iwas sixteen. Very lew poople had one. And wisen | finally saw o, walehing IEwas always 3 tamily cocasian. 1 wasn
aliowed towat ch it an my own. The wihcle tamily gathened 0o watc h spot s of Rews. Oh. And the Internet dkdn't exise!

1 I wanted 86 Ot soe Informaticon, | went 1o the litr ary and tound a book. of | asked
ETHEORE. | GUOES H'S SacT 1o udy Mo, Bt Hack thon we had 1o B 3 bit more w0 ial and

90 cutside and talk 1o profie. But we couldn't Be out too late! 1 had a curfew, and 2 [ wasn't
Do by 1100 i was grounded - tor ae least a month
ﬂ:-mywummulm‘ayy“m-ldrru.-alhﬂ.rrla.rmHm-nn
i that chanaged >
H.nervie!.m.la\. you hear :mmth“er\.mlhnq actulrs by thelr TS names. We
© address lulls 3s “Er~of "I am ~ And we always wed M[ and Mrx | suppose

& nulm-mnhucmul.\mac—usm. dossn't it?
Mgt b O senbtbren U S GC: Maybe sol Thanks so much, M. Hartley. for an interesting interview.
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. I 1 Y
Americans gain WeIIT T -
Have you ever wondered why Amencans struggle with watching their weight,

while the French, who consume all that rich food-—the bread, the cheese, the wine, and
the heavy sauces—continue 10 stay thin? Now a report from Cornell University suggests
apossible answer. A study of almost 300 participants from France and the U.S. provides
clues about how lifestyle and decisions about cating may affect weight. Rescarchers
concluded that the French tend 1o stop eating when they feel full. However, Americans
tend 1o stop when their plate is completely empty. or they have reached the end of their
favorite TV show.
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Clothing customs
Rules about formal behavios

Rules about punctuality

Forms of address

Male / female roles in the workplace
Male / famale reles in the heme

or a
Table mannars chameleon?
Musical tastes Foow many times did you «heck
Dating customs YES in the third column?
o W @ b

PPN PIEN

B PAIR WORK Compare and discuss yo
specific examples of ¢ hanges for cach

answer. Use the
past perfect i you can

C DISCUSSION Talk about how culture has changed. include
these topics in your discussion

* Which changes do you think are good? Which changes
are not good? Explain your reasons
* How do you think older people leel aboul these changes?

* Do you think men anc 1 wormen differ in their feelings about
cultural change? if o, how?

Vol @ undieriine three words or piwases in the Reading
that were new 1o you. Use theem n your Discusseon
For enampte “strsct -
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1. Does the linguistic input cater for sociolinguistic variation (social
dialects and foreign accents, etc.)?

2. Is the linguistic input culturally dense {idioms, expressions, slang)?

3. Is the textbook successful at developing students’ pragmatic
competence?

4. Is there paralinguistic input (e.g- non-verbal communication)?

& Is there any non-linguistic semiotic cultural input (pictures, etc.)?

6. Does the textbook teach high culture (culture with a capital *C") such
as literature, the arts)?

7. Does the textbook teach low culture (culture with a small ‘'c”) such as
everyday lifestyle?

8. Does the material teach surface cuiture only (e.g. food, dressing, and
other visible elements of culture)?

9. Does the material teach deep culture (orientations, values, non-visible
and non-tangible elements of culture)?

10. Is culture represented as monolithic?

11. s culture represented as dynamic?

12. Is the cultural input a true reflection of the target culture?

13. s the cultural input representative of the cultural knowledge that
native-speaker peers would have?

14. Does the textbook teach cultural knowledge explicitly?

15. Is culture learmning expenential (culture is to be expernenced) or
cognitive (learmning facts)?

16. Does the textbook lead to stereotype formation?

17. Does the textbook cater for the atypical and individual?

18. Has first culture a role in teaching second culture?

19. Does the textbook aim at assimilating learners into a second culture?

20. Does the textbook encourage reflection?
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