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Hill Wife
Loneliness
Her Word
One Ought Not To Have To Care
So Much As You And I
Care When The Birds Come Round The House
To Seem To Say Good-Bye;
Or Care So Much When They Come Back
With Whatever It Is They Sing;
The Truth Being We Are As Much
Too Glad For The One Thing
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As We Are Too Sad For The Other Herewith
Birds That Fill Their Breasts
But With Each Other And Themselves
And Their Built Or Driven Nests.
(Frost,1967:126)
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Looking For A Sunset Bird In Winter
The West Was Getting Out Of Gold,
The Breath Of Air Had Died Of Cold,
When Shoeing Home Across The White,
I Thought I Saw A Bird Alight.

In Summer When I Passed The Place
I Had To Stop And Lift My Face;

A Bird With An Angelic Gift

Was Singing In It Sweet And Swift.
No Bird Was Singing In It Now.

A Single Leaf Was On A Bough,
And That Was All There Was To See
In Going Twice Around The Tree.
From My Advantage On A Hill
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I Judged That Such A Crystal Chill
Was Only Adding Frost To Snow
As Gilt To Gold That Wouldn't Show.
A Brush Had Left A Crooked Stroke
Of What Was Either Cloud Or Smoke
From North To South Across The Blue;
A Piercing Little Star Was Through.
(Frost,1967: 232)
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The Wind And The Rain
That Far-Off: Day The Leaves In Flight
Were Letting In The Colder Light.
A Season-Ending Wind There Blew
That As It Did The Forest Strew
I Leaned On With A Singing Trust
And Let It Drive Me Deathward Too.
With Breaking Step I Stabbed The Dust,
Yet Did Not Much To Shorten Stride.
I Sang Of Death—But Had I Known
The Many Deaths One Must Have Died
Before He Came To Meet His Own!
Oh, Should A Child Be Left Unwarned
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That Any Song In Which He Mourned

Would Be As If He Prophesied?

It Were Unworthy Of The Tongue

To Let The Half Of Life Alone

And Play The Good Without The IlI.

And Yet't Would Seem That What Is Sung

In Happy Sadness By The Young

Fate Has No Choice But To Fulfill.

II

Flowers In The Desert Heat

Contrive To Bloom

On Melted Mountain Water Led By Flume

To Wet Their Feet.

But Something In It Still Is Incomplete.
Before I Thought The Wilted To Exalt

With Water I Would See Them Water-Bowed.
I Would Pick Up All Ocean Less Its Salt,

And Though It Were As Much As Cloud Could Bear
Would Load It On To Cloud,

And Rolling It Inland On Roller Air,

Would Empty It Unsparing On The Flower
That Past Its Prime Lost Petals In The Flood,
(Who Cares But For The Future Of The Bud)?
And All The More The Mightier The Shower
Would Run In Under It To Get My Share.
"This Is Not Enough On Roots And In The Mouth,
But Give Me Water Heavy On The Head

In All The Passion Of A Broken Drouth.

And There Is Always More Than Should Be Said.
As Strong Is Rain Without As Wine Within,
As Magical As Sunlight On The Skin.

I Have Been One No Dwelling Could Contain
When There Was Rain;

But I Must Forth At Dusk, My Time Of Day,
To See To The Unburdening Of Skies.

Rain Was The Tears Adopted By My Eyes
That Have None Left To Stay.

(Frost,1967: 336)
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