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Abstract

All legal systems require the people to obey the laws and regulations but
people trying to have convincing reasons for such obedience and in case
of violating laws, they generally have their own moral reasons. However,
one may ask, is obedience of law merely limited to morally or immorally
justified reasons? . It is generally believed that unlike positivists, the
natural lawyers, having emphasis on the strong relationships between law
and morality, believe in moral (not legal) reasons or obligations to obey the
law. This study, while denying such outlook and opposing the mere moral
justification to obey the laws and its insufficiency, seeks to prove
consensus between natural lawyers with positivists ones regarding the
nature of such reasons. Moreover, the study continues to determine the
general legal reasons for observing laws and then explains the perspectives
of natural and positivist lawyers and finally tries to prove the claim of lack
of mere moral obligation on maintenance of law and order in modern
natural law.
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- Thomas Aquinas et al., On Law, Morality, and Politics, Hackett Publishing,

2010.

2. Charles Covell, The Defence of Natural Law: A Study of Ideas of Law and

Justice in the Writings of Fuller, Oakeshot, Hayek, Dworkin, and Finnis (UK: The

Macmillan Press, 1992) p. 30.

3. Social Facts.

4. Descriptive Language.
5. Reason.
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1. David Hume, Treatise of Human Nature (London: Oxford Clarendon Press,
2008) Sect. IX.
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2012).
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1. Klokso, Ibid.

2 Thomas Moravetz, “The Jurisprudence of Duty and Obedience”, Columbia Law
Review, Vol. 88, No. 5, (1998), p. 1137.

3. Voluntariness.

4. Constitutive Obligations, Instrumental Justification, Necessity.

5. Thomas McPherson, Political Obligation (London: Routledge, 1968).
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