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Abstract

As one of the most important media portals, television transmits many messages to
the audience openly and secretly on a daily basis. These messages play a decisive
role in shaping consumer tastes and public opinion. In the meantime, children are one
of the most important audiences for television programs, especially the advertising
genre. Enters and affects their economic and consumption behaviors and those of
their parents. Therefore, the present study seeks to semiotically examine the presence
of children in television advertising. With a qualitative semiotic approach, this study
examines eleven TV commercials in which the child plays the main role. The results
of the research showed that children in the context of these advertisements are in a
passive and powerless position against the powerful force of technology. The result of
this confrontation between the powerless and the powerful is the discipline of children’s
bodies, their submission and uniformity through the control and order induced by the
media with an emphasis on the transcendental capacity of technological products.
What is evident in these advertisements is the forms of training and upbringing of the
child for early adulthood.
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1. Introduction
Children are exposed to various television programs during their socialization
period. For example, one of the main audiences of TV commercials are
children. In this regard, two issues are important: firstly, what are the obvious
and hidden effects of watching television and especially advertisements
on children, and secondly, what are the consequences of using children by
producers of television advertisements for its young audience? In relation to
the first issue, children are exposed to various types of media information
by watching advertisements. They even spend more time in front of the TV
than their parents due to more free time. For this reason, a large number of
information and concepts enter their minds daily, which in practice shapes
their attitudes towards various issues. Therefore, it can be said that a large
part of children’s mental experiences during socialization, including the
values and norms they learn, are directly influenced by the media and mass
communication tools. In connection with the second issue, 1. e. children’s
role playing in television commercials, it should be noted that children do not
have the ability to evaluate and accept or reject things logically due to their
underdeveloped mental structure and lack of logical analysis mechanisms.
Therefore, they are more vulnerable than other age groups in front of
propaganda messages and other information that are broadcasted by means
of mass communication, including television. Therefore, this study aims to
answer the following questions:

Main questions: How do children play a role in television commercials?
How do children become a tool to increase the level of consumption in
television advertisements?

2. Research Methods

The methodical approach of the study is Roland Barthes’ semiotics, based
on that, the target society is television commercials in which children were
present. In order to determine the research sample, the purposeful sampling
technique has been used. For this purpose, the advertisements in which the
child is present have been consciously selected by the researchers. In this type
of sampling, cases are included in the research that have the desired feature
of the research, i.e. the colorful presence of the child in the advertisement. In
this way, in July 2017, television advertisements were examined during peak
viewing hours (20:00 to 22:30; TV series airing hours) on Iran Television
channel 3. In the sample selection process, researchers have considered ads
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that, while emphasizing signs of implicit and ideological meanings, in which
the child is the central subject or at least one of the main actors. Based on
this, researchers have access to a set of 127 advertisements in the categories
of cultural and educational affairs, entertainment centers, cakes, chips and
other snacks, cosmetics and hygiene products and cleaning products through
Media Archive (comprehensive media advertising system). Finally, 11 ads
were selected and analyzed as final samples based on the mentioned criteria.
In relation to the analysis process, it should be said that due to the visual
aspect of the studied advertisements, the analyzes were based on observation,
recovery of the scenario of each advertisement and analysis of the resulting
texts. In order to validate the data, the results that were in conflict with the
general results of the research were used in the final analysis and in this way
construct validity was applied. Internal validity has also been done through
complementary analysis of images related to advertisements and considering
all the semantic dimensions of these advertisements. Finally, data collection
has been continued until reaching theoretical saturation.

3. Research Findings

In this study, eleven advertisements, based on Barthes’ approach in the semiotics
of advertisements, have been examined. First, the text of the advertisement is
written in full, separating the sequences in each advertisement, and in the next
step, the primary and secondary meanings of these advertisements are extracted
and analyzed. Based on the analysis, technology has been proposed as a miracle
worker and solver of problems created by children. In some examples of these
ads, adult entertainment is shown to be important for children, and in fact, the
position of children is sacrificed for the benefit of adults. In other examples,
childhood and its weaknesses are restrained by technology and somehow the
child becomes alienated from himself. The effect of technology on children
can be seen in various examples. In one of the investigated advertisements,
the adult allows the child to perform actions beyond the normal limits of his
ability by emphasizing technology. Another example of technology and its
sanctity can be seen in the promotion of health products, which are mainly
known as problem solvers. In some advertisements, a duality is shown in
which the weak position is related to the child and the superior and magical
position is specific to technology. In these cases, technology, while superior to
the position of children, has been a problem-solving strategy for adults while
taking care of children, in such a way that the child has no ability to creatively
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react to it. Finally, it should be said that in the investigated advertisements,
technology has the role of liberating adults from the daily challenges related
to them by confronting any passion, excitement and creativity from children.

4. Conclusion

In the space depicted by the investigated advertisements, the child is known as
the center of evil against the pole of good and happiness, which is technology.
Although the environmental elements and social factors in advertisements have
modern effects, but an extreme kind of traditionalist view of the child at the
cost of neglecting and devaluing childhood can be taken from them. In these
advertisements, the child is an example of mass elements against a superior
power whose futile struggles do not create a gap in the progress of the will of
the superior power source. In fact, the duality of pure powerlessness and full-
fledged power can be considered as the main opposition placed in the central
position of these propaganda messages, where childhood is a metaphorical
situation from the first side of this duality and technology is a symbol from
the other side. In the end, it should be said that despite the attention given
to childhood studies in Iranian social field researches, there is still scope for
defining and promoting more studies in this connection. As it was found in the
present research, in addition to giving dignity to the subject of the child, such
analyzes can also be helpful in the deep understanding of ambiguous social
and cultural issues. Also, based on the results obtained, it is possible to rethink
the ratio between human subjects and technology, especially the representation
of this ratio in the media space, both in relation to advertisements and in the
entertainment industry, including games, movies, animations, etc. In fact,
relying too much on advertising content in financing the media can have
uncontrollable effects on the audience, especially when the three elements
of childhood, technology and consumerism are the main elements present in
such content. Therefore, it will not seem logical to marginalize advertising
programs compared to the main contents of media companies. Conducting
more studies in the analysis of various phenomena related to childhood in the
media space can lead to a deeper insight in this position.
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