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Territorial Division in Connection with the Dynastic Rule in Early
Qajar Iran (1210-1264 AH)

Farshid Noroozi‘/ Hoshang Khosrobeigi®/ Nezam Ali Dehnavi®

Abstract

In order to maintain and oversee their control over Iran, the Qajars used other measures and policies
in addition to brute force. The tradition of dynastic rule, i.e. using the members of the royal family as
provincial governors was one of these measures, which was already adopted by former dynasties
such as the Saljuqids and Safavids. The findings of this study, which was conducted by historical
method and descriptive-analytical approach, show that Asha Mohammad Khan, the founder of
the Qajar dynasty, reestablished this tradition. Subsequently, his two immediate successors, Fath-
Ali Shah and Mohammad Shah, made some innovations to this tradition by restricting the use of
members of the royal family only to the sons and grandsons of the ruling king.

Keywords: Qajar, Princes, Bureaucrats, Territorial Division, Dynastic Rule.
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