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Abstract

The story of Rostam and Esfandiyar, as one of the common and rich
epics in Iran, has been the subject of wide research studied and interpreted
from various perspectives. Each research work, for its part, has shed light
on this story to clarify some aspects of the Iranian culture and history. The
present study is a descriptive-analytical type based on the historical
research method. It tries to re-read the story of Rostam and Esfandiyar from
another perspective and to test the hypothesis that this epic is the product
of the analysis of the wise Iranian historians of a phenomenon that has
occurred many times in the history of Iran and other countries. This
historical phenomenon expresses a constant conflict between the central
power and local powers. Centuries after the emergence and spread of the
story of Rostam and Esfandiyar in Iran, Ibn Khaldun formulated it as a
famous theory of how states rose and fell. Confirming this theory and
presenting a new understanding of the story of Rostam and Esfandiyar, this
research sheds light on the characteristics of the historiography and
historical perspective of ancient Iranians.

Keywords: Rostam and Esfandiyar, Centralism, Local powers, Pahlavan,
Ibn Khaldun.
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