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1. Introduction

Manuscripts are the treasures left behind by the predecessors and they
express their creators’ intellectual richness and insight. One of the
manuscripts that has been examined and scientifically corrected for
the first time is the manuscript of Dor al-Majales by Seif-al-Din Zafar
bin Burhan Nobahari. This research aims to briefly introduce this
manuscript and examine its linguistic properties and find out whether
the catalogers’ assumption is correct or incorrect in assigning this
work to the 7th century A.H. These questions are answered in this
research: To the stylistics of which period does the prose of this work
correspond? What new points does the knowledge of its linguistic
properties reveal? Is it possible to gain more knowledge about the
author and his intellectual and literary attitude by studying this work?
This manuscript is mentioned only in an article entitled "Persian
Works of Shiite Scholars” by Mohammad Baghestani (2004),
published in the Journal of Pazhoohesh VVa Hozeh, No. 23 and 24, pp.
367-367; the author has mentioned "Seif al-Din Zafar bin Burhan
Nobahari” as a 10th century Shiite scholar and has introduced the
book of "Dor al-Majales" as a "religious history". The incorrectness of
this perception about the author’s lifetime and his religion was proven
by comprehensively examining the manuscript of Dor al-Majales in
this article. The structural features, as well as the similarities and
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differences of this work with other educational sources and religious
chronicles of the time and before were revealed by correcting this
work.

2. Methodology

Seven copies of the manuscript were observed in the libraries of Iran
by referring to the catalogers of Iran’s manuscripts Fankha and Dena.
In this research, the manuscript preserved in the library of the Islamic
Council was chosen as the base version. The upcoming research has
been done using the content analysis method with library tools and
descriptive-analytical method. In order to answer the article questions,
the base version was first copied and compared with six other
versions. Then, linguistic properties were extracted by studying the
work and referring to stylistics books.

3. Discussion

The author’s name was obtained from the preface of the manuscript
of "Dor al-Majales"”, but there is no information about him as to his
birthplace and place of residence, his age while creating the work, his
profession, and the political situation of his era; there are no points
that reveal such information in the text. According to the themes that
the author chose for the chapters of his book, as well as the
expression of his desire to attend religious meetings, it can be guessed
that he himself was a member of Sufism and a devotee of that
intellectual attitude.

The manuscript of Dor al-Majales contains a short introduction in
praise of God and of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and greetings to
the four Caliphs; thirty-three chapters describe the virtues of some of
the great prophets, the successors of the beloved Prophet of Islam,
and some of his companions. The author has also magnified some of
the Islamic manners and morals and has presented instructive stories
of famous mystics. At the end of each chapter, there is a prayer that
begins with the phrase "O God" and ends with the phrase "by His
grace, bounty, and full generosity". In one or two lines, the author
prays for himself and other believers, and sometimes emphasizes this
prayer with an oath to the person’s honor in whose name the chapter
id entitled.

The writer’s name and the date of writing of the copy of Dor al-
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Majales preserved in the library of the Islamic Council with the
abbreviation of "S", No. (1/14248), are unknown; it is written in 146
pages and 15 lines with Nastaliq script. The titles and addresses are in
cinnabar color and the typeface of the text is black. Seif al-Din Zafar
has defined the text’s poems as verses or quatrains.

Dor al-Majales has been lithographed in Lahore in the years of 1293
AH, 1321 AH, and 1900 AD.

Seif al-Din Zafar recounts his sermons with anecdote, and since
anecdotes are based on dialogue between characters, most of the
speeches are inside the stories in this text. As most of the speech
writings, the writing style of this manuscript is simple and
straightforward, devoid of any artificiality; it is clear and expressive
in terms of words, and it is short and concise in terms of sentences.
Most of the available speech books are compiled in the lecture style
and on the basis of questions and answers, but this method is not
observed in Dor al-Majales.

In this research, two categories of stylistics have been explored
regarding manuscripts of Dor al-Majales. In examining and
evaluating the stylistics of each work, its linguistic, literary and
intellectual properties are discussed,; it is tried to identify the text in
terms of phonetic, lexical and syntactic levels as well. At the phonetic
level, the text has been examined in terms of substitutes (Abdal),
reduction, increase and decrease of phonemes. From lexical point of
view, the author has used about twenty-five percent Arabic words and
expressions, prayer sentences, parentheses, independent and
subordinate (dependent) clauses. The influence of the style of Indian
writers is evident in the careful observation in the writing of the
manuscripts. Some current nouns, verbs and compounds with old
forms and meanings can be seen in this work. This book has the
characteristics of the Persian first period texts in most cases, in terms
of the syntactic level.

4. Conclusion

Dor al-Majales is one of the educational works of speech writing
created by Seif al-Din Zafar bin Burhan Nobahari in thirty-three
chapters. The themes of each chapter are educational, religious and
historical. He likes a simple and straightforward style for his book in
the way of general speech writings. The work can be assigned to the
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7th century AH by examining the characteristics of calligraphy and
style. The frequency of using Arabic words and combinations in this
text is higher than in the previous periods. The influence of the
thought and words related to Sufism is moderate in this work. The
language features of this work are consistent and harmonious with
texts such as Tarikh-e-Balami, Tarikh-e-Sistan, and Tarikh-e-
Beyhaqi, and reflecting on the stylistic features of Dor al-Majales
shows that the author was influenced by works before him. The
influence of the local language and the use of Indian vocabulary, and
some stylistic characteristics of Indian writers is significant in this
work.

Keywords: Manuscript, Correction, Dor al-Majales, Seif al-Din
Zafar, stylistics.
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