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ABSTRACT

Sunni-dominated areas in Kermanshah have become the base of various Islamic discourses,
including Salafism. Considering the presence, activism and expansion of Salafism in these areas,
the present study aims to analyze the lifestyle of Salafists through narrative analysis method. It
was found that the leisure experiences of these people are limited but purposeful and health-
oriented, and they usually turn to the virtual space for the promotional reason.While observing
simplicity and skepticism towards new foods, jurisprudence-based food abstinence and
hospitality are the coordinates of Salafists' style, and their spending priority is focused on basic
needs. In terms of clothing and makeup, while avoiding conspicuous consumption, they believe
in the superiority of trimness over makeup, traditional clothing, biological and functional
consumption. In body management, along with modern medicine and physical fitness, they
emphasize conditional cosmetic surgery while prohibiting sterilization and avoiding
abortionIn arranging their houses, they usually avoid luxury but pay special attention to
functional aspects and cultural goods.In cultural consumption, they emphasize not to identify
with Iranian television channels, have the dual acknowledgment of good and evil in the use of
cultural means, the use of the Internet to establish religious identity, and targeted
filtering While avoiding the consumption of movies, cinema and music, they welcome
multilingualism. According to the field data, the lifestyle of the studied Salafists has the nature
of "jthadi", "return to tradition" and "resistance.”

Keywords: Jihadi Salafism, identity of resistance, return to tradition, opposition to Modernism

1. Associate Professor in Sociology, Faculty of Social Science, University of Kurdistan,
Sanandaj, Iran (Corresponding Author)
P4 o.ghaderzadeh@uok.ac.ir

2. MA Student in Sociology, Faculty of Social Science, University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj, Iran
<l kaveh.abbasi2020@uok.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2023.3032.3363
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:o.ghaderzadeh@uok.ac.ir

Iranian Cultural Research

Vol. 15
Issue 4
Winter 2022

INTRODUCTION

Salafism is four-decade old in Iran’s Kurdistan region. For example, the cities of
Javanrud, Ravansar, Salas Babajani, Paveh and Sarpol Zahab are among the
Sunni cities in Kermanshah, which have become the bases of various Islamist
discourses, including Salafism.The main topic of the current research is the
analysis of the lifestyle of Salafists in Kermanshah province. Salafism is known
as an Islamist discourse with a confrontational nature, whose followers have
different ways of life and try to preserve them. A Salaf is immediately
recognizable to others through distinct dress, social and religious habits,
prayer postures, and the content and form of his speech (Haykel, 2014, 35).
Beliefs, type of clothing, consumption pattern, type of orientation towards
banking facilities, the way of holding various religious, ethnic and national
ceremonies, communication, socializing offer a different lifestyle in Kurdish
areas, which they seek to implement. Paying attention to meaning, value and
lifestyle of Salafism have implications for social and cultural policy; the fact
that Salafism is a historical, social and cultural reality and understanding it can
help prevent the radicalization of Salafists.

PURPOSE

This research is aimed at analyzing the lifestyle of Jihadi Salafists in Iran’s
Kurdistan. As jihad here has military connotation, Salafists in general assert
that it will reverse the course of history and redeem adherents and potential
adherents of Salafi-jihad ideology from their misery (Moghadam, 2008, 3). This
branch of Salafism strives to consolidate the divine law and defines the armed
struggle against the government in predominantly Muslim countries as jihad.
Considering the aforementioned cases and the present one, activism and
expansion of Salafism in the Sunni areas of Kermanshah, the present study
seeks to analyze the lifestyle of well-known and active Salafi personalities.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, the narrative analysis method has been used to understand
the lifestyle of Salafists.The study population includes Salafi men aged 23 to 62
in the cities of Ravansar, Javanroud, Salas Bdbdjani and Sarpol Zahdb in
Kermanshah province. In order to access the studied field and select the
samples, two methods of snowball and maximum diversity samplings were
used. 27 Salafists who were in clerical positions were interviewed through a
semi-structured questionnaire to collect the data.

FINDINGS

One of the most important components of lifestyle is leisure experience. The
studied Salafists believe that going to carnivals, celebrations, occasions,



entertaining themselves with different aspects of art, etc., make them attached
to worldly pleasures and cause them to distance from religious affairs and
therefore they are opposing to such phenomenon. Taking into account the
views of the interviewees in various fields such as Jihad, violence, the absence
of the Islamic nation state etc,, it can be said that the Salafists are trying to find
their lost identity in the modern era. They consider jihad to be an alternative to
modernism. Salafis do not deny the practical achievements of modernism such
as new technology, and they are using this technology to spread their ideas and
beliefs. For Salafists, extravagance and convenience are reprehensible and they
warn themselves from drowning in the acquisition of pleasures and material
things and insist on contentment and simple living. Consumption norms are a
reflection of the symbolic differentiation. Salafis have adopted a special style
for themselves by avoiding mixing in parties and separating men's and
women's circles, having an Islamic face along with the customary clothing and
full female hijab, and avoiding unconventional clothing for men. Living in a
traditional way is one of the salient features of Salafists and they emphasize
simplicity in food, functional consumption and avoiding conspicuous
consumption and the superiority of trimness over makeup. Salafists seek the
only way to truth in Islamic radicalism. They have drawn a null line on
religious pluralism, feminism, left and right thoughts and consider other
thoughts and religions invalid. And among Islamic beliefs, those who are
outside their ideological boundaries are considered deviations.

CONCLUSION

In line with Marty (1988) and Esposito (1992), fundamentalist movements
cannot be reduced to only a reaction to socio-economic problems. Thus, the
lifestyle of Salafists in the Iranian Kurdistan region cannot be explained only
through economic and social deprivation theories. Salafists have called the
economic situation an ineffective factor in the tendency to Salafism, and they
are less attached to worldly affairs and consider simplicity and contentment.
According to the field study, the lifestyle of Salafists has the nature of "jihadi",
"return to tradition” and "resistance”.

NOVELTY

Most of the previous studies conducted on Salafism have relied on a
documentary method and with a political and security approach. The
distinguishing feature of the current research is the qualitative approach it has
taken while studying Salafism and understanding the lifestyle of Jihadi Salafists
as a precursor to understanding the world and their semantic system.
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