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ABSTRACT

Culture, as one of the main components of any social system, has always been exposed to all
kinds of reflexivity, and one such case of ideation is related to the promotion of the notion of
collapse by the elites. The purpose of this article is to examine what cultural collapse is, and to
identify the root cause of it related to the elite community. To achieve this goal, a qualitative
study with inductive content analysis was conducted with the participation of 12 academic
elites who were experts and had published books on the subject under study. To analyze the
data, a thematic analysis was adopted and the data were coded in Atlas.ti8. The findings
showed that the use of the idea of cultural collapse has caused conceptual confusion among the
elites, and while culture does not disappear but can be accompanied by metamorphosis and
change. The roots of this go back to the forms of cultural change, analytical deception, the role
of educational centers, the body of power, and the media; and the nature of the idea of collapse
is related to the political system and has nothing to do with culture.
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INTRODUCTION

In Tainter's (1988) point of view, the collapse indicates its negative and undesirable
socio-political results in the eyes of the people (Brunk, 2002). Paying to collapse is
one of the issues that have been addressed by elites, political activists, and media
waves, and it has been considered as a common preoccupation of the ruling forces
in the social system. Some of the opinions of the social elites regarding the collapse
and the scope of its conceptual space show the use of the concept of confusion or
disintegration (Jalaipour, 2015), the destruction of the state institution and the
movement-demandingness of the society (Jalaipour, 2016), anomie (Abazari, 2015),
the disintegration of a country and the destruction of the government (Shojaiezand,
2017), the malfunctioning of the social body (Eftakhari, 2017), the functional
weakness of institutions (Abdi, 2016), the disruption of national cohesion and the
cultural destruction of society (Rafipour, 2013), the instability or ambiguity of the
situation ( Tajik, 2017), the malfunctioning of the government, the inability of the
government to solve problems, the disintegration of the unity of identity and the
rupture of the society (Kachouian, 2017) and the collapse of the elite and the
formation of a gap between the elites, the characteristics and political management
of the country with the public sphere and the people (Parsania, 2017) it has been
popular among the elite community. Based on such a conceptual space, the cultural
collapse in relation to cultural behaviors, normative and value order, and the
lifestyle of Iranian society is one of the main concerns of the intellectual space of
the elites, which has been conceptually mixed with other dimensions of society and
specifically its political aspect.

PURPOSE

Challenges related to the field of culture and conceptual constructions around it are
appropriate to historical conditions of the Iranian society, the economic situation of
the society, the functioning of the government and the ruling political system, the
role of culture producers and cultural carriers, the functions of institutions in
relation to the value and normative system, the intellectual and elite stream, and the
effects of virtual networks and the media have caused the cultural collapse to
become one of the central issues of the social system and be considered one of the
main concerns of the government. The purpose of this article is to examine what
cultural collapse is and identify its roots by the elite community.

METHODOLOGY

The current research was conducted through inductive content analysis which is a
method of qualitative data analysis. A semi-structured interview tool was used to
collect the data (Tabrizi & Hoshangi, 2014). The statistical population consisted of
the elite society of Tehran, including academic faculty members and senior cultural



managers, who were chosen by non-probability and purposeful sampling methods;
the participants were 10 university faculty members and 2 managers with cultural
responsibility at the doctoral level and with expertise in cultural sociology, social
history, political science, policy-making and sociology, and hence they made a total
of 12 people. The method of selecting the samples according to the degree of
theoretical saturation and theoretical sampling appropriate to the research subject
included elites who were scholars in the fields of culture, cultural studies, social
history of culture, political science and culture, cultural policy and sociology of
culture and who authored books and research works and at university levels and
were engaged in cultural and administrative management affairs. Atlas.ti8 software
was used to analyze and encode the qualitative data. The interview protocol was set
based on the main axes of the empirical background and by conducting a review of
the body of knowledge related to the subject. The operational method of the
research is content and thematic analysis. Thematic analysis is a method of
analyzing textual data, and uses categories adapted from theoretical models and
applied to the data.

FINDINGS

The network of study themes showed that part of the views of the interviewees were
focused on the problems of theorizing and methodological principles of how to deal
with the issue of cultural collapse, and the concept of collapse is mainly used
analytically and theoretically in the field of politics, namely, for the chaotic political
system and the deterioration of political order. In other words, the use of collapse in
the field of culture requires explanation and theoretical and experimental evidence
and is not directly applicable to culture and the field of culture. Therefore, the
cultural collapse is an artificial and unknown concept that due to the anomic
situation of the cultural field, the confusion of the country's cultural situation, value
and normative metamorphosis, deterioration and disruption in the field of culture,
the conceptual manipulations of the power pyramid, and the generative forces of
culture, such a construction is formed from the concept of collapse in the field of
culture. Therefore, the adaptation of the concept of collapse in the politics, and its
application in the field of culture has created such a conceptual confusion that has
nothing to do with the field of culture and the culture.

In fact, cultural changes and transformations in this area do not indicate cultural
collapse, and even the occurrence of anomic situation, disorder, and the confusion
in the culture does not indicate cultural collapse. The roots of such a concept are
related to theorizing the failure of governance, the conditions of the new cultural
order, analytical deception, the role of educational centers, the role of the media and
social networks, discrediting the carriers and elements that produce culture, the
questioning of cultural hegemony, the polarization of society towards the cultural,
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fragility of the cultural hegemony of the society against the global cultural system,
the emergence of a new lifestyle and the speed of social changes and the
inconsistency of cultural productions with this process. The focus of Simmel,
Adorno, and Durkheim's theoretical views on the process of modernization and
modernization with the contrast between Simmel's objective and subjective culture,
Durkheim's mechanical and organic solidarity and or Adorno's fatherless society
shows the importance of social changes in a society and other issues of narcissism
in the society under the influence of the culture industry, the emergence of cultural
disorders in the action behaviors of the people with the situation of a formless
society and or the emergence of cultural confusion in the anomic situation of the
society, have prepared the grounds for creating fragility in the norms governing the
society and the values related to the society. In accordance with such an approach,
the roots of dealing with the cultural collapse are related to the different aspects of
the new state of society in terms of the media, academic, and political environment
of society. Empirical records related to the issue also show that paying attention to
cultural collapse is ill-considered and incorrect.

CONCLUSION

Ideation about the cultural collapse and productions related to its foundations and
literature require changes in the approach of the country's elite and media stream
and a revision of it, especially tribune holders and cultural institutions. In this
regard, the structure and mechanism of confronting cultural, along with conceptual
and theoretical disturbances hidden in institutional and political views, have caused
a kind of analytical and theoretical chaos at the social level, the media, and the body
of the political system. In a situation where the society's culture is not compatible
with the speed of social changes and there is no balance between cultural products
and needs of society, chaos will occur in the situation of culture and this turmoil
and confusion do not mean cultural collapse and can be one of the signs of the
occurrence of anomie.

NOVELTY

The study clearly shows that there is a lack of coherent research about the
conceptual disturbances related to the realm of collapse and its use. This was
realized by using a qualitative study and interviews with the elites. Another
innovation is the evaluation of views of the elites in the body of knowledge and
background in relation to the subjectivity of collapse in the context of society.
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1. Fatherless society
2. Theodor Adorno
3. Georg Simmel

4. Anomic Community
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1. Culture industry
2. Fetishism

3. Sigmund Freud
4.1d, Ego, Super-ego

5. Narcism
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1. Erotic relationship
2. The Division of Labour in Society (1893)
3. Suicide (1897)
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1. Conventional Content Analysis
2. Flick

3. Charmaz

4. Resonance

5. Usefulness
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1. Social integration and regulation
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