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1. John Dewey.

2. Dialogic.

3. Emancipatory.

4. Self-Concept.

5. Self-Esteem.

6. Democracy and Education.

7. Fairhope.

8. Harriet. M. Johnson.

9. Schools of Tomorrow.

10. Friedrich Wilhelm August Froebel..
11. Creative Drama.

12. Sociodrama.

13. Pretenting at play.

14. Human Nature and Conduct.

15. Growing.
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John Dewey thought that the mission of philosophy was
social change, and the desired change could be achieved
through education. According to Dewey, the sole purpose
of education is to reform society and pave the way for social
progress, thus demonstrating the necessity of education for
the survival of society. Cultural and artistic venues such as
educational theater are useful venues that can have great
effects on moral growth and desired social change for their
communities. Creative Drama provides an opportunity for
people to express their inner desires. Here, certain situations
similar to reality are created, where the audience is allowed
to practice and experience life, without having to endure
losses and lose opportunities. Dewey’s aesthetic and edu-
cational theories can be useful in increasing the social and
artistic function of creative drama. This study was mainly
based on secondary research using existing fundamental
works of Dewey’s education philosophy and aesthetics,
aiming to explore the effect and importance of theatrical
plays as a means of promoting education in schools and the
community at large. The main features of applied theater
are introduced and suggestions are provided to increase the
effectiveness and function of this art form as a way to im-
prove people’s social lives. For this purpose, after examin-
ing the basic concepts of Dewey’s philosophy (e.g. prag-
matism, experience, aesthetics, education, and the role of
theatrical plays in education) certain and specific aspects of
the applied theater are introduced. This study also included
a case study of creative drama based on Dewey’s educa-
tional theories. By re-reading creative drama, suggestions
are presented in order to use Dewey’s educational theories,
hoping to help artists to take proactive steps in the field of
education aimed at social awareness and change. According
to Dewey, students develop in an educational setting where
they can experience and interact with the issue at hand.
Each and every student needs to play a role and cooperate in
their learning process. Dewey believed problem-solving to

be the best teaching method, fitting individuals for life and
empowering them to solve problems in their personal lives
and their social interactions. Problem-solving was deemed
the best teaching method by Dewey, which leads to cre-
ative drama and its effectiveness since its base foundation is
formed around the theory of problem-solving. The first step
in creative drama is to tell a story to students thoroughly.
This paper seeks to show that when a story is told to students
incompletely, in order to be completed by them in a creative
drama, a problem will be formed in their minds, encour-
aging them to solve it. If the content of creative drama is
presented to learners in full detail, their mental engagement
with the content will be reduced, and, consequently, their
ability and motivation to interact will diminish. Performing
creative drama based on problem-solving exposes students
to the problem in a creative manner; they are encouraged to
cooperate and think to bring the drama to a desirable end.
Placed at the core of problem in creative drama, students
are forced to think and provide solutions that ultimately are
skills that they will need in their own lives. This article is
extracted from the first author’s doctoral dissertation, en-
titled: “The ability of Outdoor Theater in Social Develop-
ment, Relying on John Dewey’s Aesthetic and Educational
thoughts” under the supervision of second author and the
advisory of third author at Islamic Azad University, Science
and Research Branch.
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