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he purpose of the current study is to investi-

gate Morteza Hannaneh’s harmonic approach
rooted in Iranian traditional music. The term Even
Harmony is associated with Hannaneh’s pieces,
which defines a type of non-fictional harmony
based on chords with second, fourth, and some-
times sixth intervals from the root. For instance,
from the root C, the Even Harmony’s chord would
be C, D ,G, A. This article explores the main fea-
tures of Even Harmony and its relationship with
Iranian traditional music by taking a closer look
at Omaggio e Ferdowci as an exemplary work of
this technique. One may argue that such harmonies
can be analyzed as tertian chords (third inversion
of a 7th chord with omitted fifth), but it should be
considered that choosing these harmonies are dif-
ferent from common tertian harmonies. First, the
main focus is on the minor second and the fourth
intervals instead of thirds; many passages include
minor second with omission of other notes. Second,
the concept of Even Harmony is related to interval-
lic structure of Iranian traditional modes, and the
harmonic progression will be determined by Ira-
nian modal system. In other words, by choosing the
main tones in the mode and its intervallic structure
in which the sub modes are formed (Dastgah), the
main features of the mode are emphasized. Let us
consider (Shure E) including E, F, G, A, B, C, D
and E. Considering Equal-tempered tuning sys-
tem, Shure are similar to Phyrgian, but the function
of the tones is different from those of Shure and
Dashti. Besides, some special alterations in ascend-
ing and descending motions occur in Dashti which
are not necessary occur in Phrygian mode. More-
over, some variable tones are used for ornamenta-
tion and modulation. In the mentioned mode, by

considering the differences with Phrygian, first de-
gree and fourth degree are prominent tones, which
can be used in most of the chords as well as being
used as a pedal element. It should be mentioned
that the perfect fourth interval is of high importance
in Iranian traditional music. Thus, the pedal notes
of first and fourth degrees can be found in most of
the chords. The second degree which forms a dis-
sonance (microtone) with the first degree, in Iranian
traditional music, is a prominent tone and functions
a descending leading tone. Thus, in harmonies s this
degree can be emphasized in an even chord based
on the first degree. It should be noted that the com-
poser believes that using this minor second can be
related to the microtone which exists in the original
mode. On the other hand, according to composer’s
interviews, it can be concluded that, Even Harmony
is the result of a poly modal approach as seen in the
works of Bartok and Ravel. Nevertheless, in Han-
naneh’s pieces poly modality occurs in relation to
the Iranian modal system (Dastgah). To be more
specific, a group of melodies and also modes with
variable tones are grouped based on this tonal tradi-
tion, and they form a Dastgah. In the current studied
piece, which is basically in Shure and Dashti, the
relationship between the modes, grouped in Dast-
gah e Shure, is illustrated by means of poly modal-
ity. This approach toward poly modality and Dast-
gah also results in Even Harmony, due to its similar
intervallic structure with Dastgah.

Keywords
Even Harmony, Poly modality, Dastgah, Morteza
Hannaneh.
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