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he purpose of this article is to analyze the

Hajj’'s Rituals and its comparison with the
structural pattern of Theater Expedition. The main
concept of this study is Liminality; the concept that
has been taken by Victor Turner from Arnold Van
Gennep's, The Rites of Passage (1909). Accord-
ing to Van Gennep, every ritual has three parts,
phases or main stages: Separation, Liminality and
Return. In Turner’s view, the most important part of
this triple process is Liminality: the stage that takes
shape for a person or group, after the formation of
a gap or crisis in social or individual rules. At the
individual and social levels, this concept (Liminal-
ity) exists in all situations of crisis. Based on this
feature, it depends on the time, place, beliefs,
choices and commands of religious, ritual or social
leaders. Regarding the central concept of the two
theorists and the main purpose, the roadmap for
this research is designed to compare the structure
of the Hajj’'s Rituals with Theater Expedition. In this
article, Theater Expedition means an adventure
and immediate encounter with itself (as a person or
an actor) and the others (People, Animals, Things,
Places, Nature, Spaces and Objects). The analysis
method in this article is qualitative and begins with
the classification of the structure of the Hajj's Ritu-
als and Theater Expedition. For this categorization,
the elements are separated from each one and the
most important sections are analyzed with the main
aforementioned definition. This categorization is
based on the functional role and concept and in-
cludes, respectively, hidden and obvious functions
and the performers’ beliefs and practices. The out-
come of this research gives three main perceptual
levels or index of Liminality: Spatial, Place and

Time. All of these three indicators are mentioned
in the three main parts of the concept: pre-Liminal-
ity, Liminality, past-Liminality, which at each stage,
will entail different conditions and executives due
to the quality and quantity of those conditions. The
other results of this research could be presented in
these phrases: The influential ways of the Liminality
stage are ‘“individual,” “thoughtful,” “promotional,”
and “critical.” These stages in Hajj's rituals are the
result of the ritual-education process for a person,
at two levels (family and religion and society). The
Hajj's rituals and Liminality have the same direction
and same meaning in terms of origin. They are dif-
ferent in the performing approach and finally, the
research hypothesis is confirmed by their similar-
ity and alignment in terms of content and perfor-
mance. It is hoped that this article and its results
will help to raise the level of understanding of the
rituals’ influences. It is expected the quantity and
quality of the comparative and interdisciplinary re-
search in the field of performing arts and their inter-
disciplinary can be an exam to evaluate and apply
Turner’s extrapolation of Van Gennep’s thesis and
to provide a wider scope for other activists in the
field of cultural studies to study rituals and perform-
ing opportunities as a parallel phenomenon which
can be summarized by interdisciplinary approaches
such as this study.

Keywords
Hajj's Rituals, Liminality, Theater Expedition, Ritual,
Arnold Van Gennep, Victor Turner.
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