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PP:243-258 - of rural settlements reflects the balance and polarization of these habitats in
'  relation to the environmental structure, so as to ensure the sustainability of
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the article online : of change and evolution, with the aim of improving and improving the
: quantitative and qualitative environmental structure of these settlements. In the
* meantime, it is important to identify and strengthen the components of
: sustainability, an environment that seeks to improve the environmental quality
: of rural settlements and surrounding environments on the path to sustainability.
: Therefore, this study focuses on recognizing and explaining the process of
: development developments in the habitat structure of rural settlements and the
: position of environmental components in the sustainability of rural settlements
:in the central part of Behshahr in 2019. The results show that environmental
: sustainability in mountainous villages with an average score of 0.532, plain
: villages with a score of 0.488 is at a low level of potential instability and in
: mountainous villages with a score of 0.353 is at an unstable level. Also, the level
: of environmental sustainability of villages is declining with the distance from
: the city center, but there is no significant difference between the two components
: of distance and natural location with the level of environmental sustainability of
: the studied villages.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Existing concerns about environmental
degradation and depletion of natural
resources have identified sustainable
development as a key concept in national
and international policy (Vouvaki &
Xepapadeas, 2008: 473); Since the mid-
1980s, following Brandt Land's report, the
term “sustainable development™ has been
used in various forums as a new approach
to development (Baker, 2006: 6).
Sustainable development today as an
expanded and institutionalized concept is
the general framework for analyzing the
status of settlements. The study of various
studies shows that this approach has a lot of
capabilities in the field of recognizing the
situation and issues facing human
settlements in general and rural settlements
in particular (Taleshi, 2003: 7). Following
the prevalence of the sustainable
development paradigm, this model was
used in various fields and in the form of
combinations such as environmental
sustainability, economic sustainability,
social sustainability, physical
sustainability, etc. (Barzegar, 2019: 6).
Meanwhile, the concept of sustainability in
the context of the issue of sustainability of
rural settlements, pursues the balance and
populism of these small settlements in
relation to natural-ecological, socio-
cultural, economic and physical-spatial
structures, so as to ensure the stability of the
settlement in time (trend). See Bossel,
1999: 24, Taleshia & et.al., 2012).

Methodology

The method of the present research is
applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-
analytical in terms of nature. In fact, in this
study, descriptive methods were used to
explain the hypotheses and inferential
methods were used to test the hypotheses.
In addition, a theoretical explanation was
based on the theory of sustainable
development. Due to the nature of the
present study, the method of data collection
is both library and field. In this study, to
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assess environmental sustainability, 16
environmental indicators that were
appropriate to the structure of the villages
in the region, especially the city of
Behshahr and the environment of these
villages, were selected by a survey of
scientific experts. The model used is the
stability barometer

Results and Discussion

The results show that in general, the studied
villages have a moderate level of stability
based on the barometer model, so that the
average stability score is equal to 0.534 and
in terms of classification of Prescott Allen
stability barometer is in the area of average
stability. Also The analysis of the results
shows that at 95% confidence level, the
significance level of Pearson correlation
coefficient for the relationship between the
distance factor from the central part of
Behshahr and  the  environmental
sustainability of those villages (0.381) is
greater than the error level of 0.05. There is
no significant relationship between the
central part of Behshahr and the level of
environmental sustainability of those
villages. On the other hand, because at 95%
confidence level, the significance level of
Phi and Kramer test for the relationship
between the location of rural settlements in
the central part of Behshahr and their
environmental sustainability is greater than
the error level of 0.05 (sig> 0.05), therefore
between the location of settlements There is
no significant relationship between rural
areas in the central part of Behshahr and the
degree of their environmental
sustainability.

Conclusion

the results of the study and analysis of
environmental sustainability assessment
indicators do not indicate the prevalence of
sustainability in the studied villages.
Therefore, in policy-making to stabilize the
environmental components, it is necessary
to pay attention to the factors that increase
the quality of life in these villages. In
accordance with the existing analysis, it can
be said that the explanation of concepts
related to environmental sustainability in
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the studied villages has been defined by
focusing on maintaining and promoting the
environmental quality of human life and in
harmony with nature. On this basis, laying
the groundwork for the emergence of
creativity and mobilization of individuals to
meet the environmental goals of sustainable
development in order to ensure a better
ecology for all villagers is important.
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Finally, achieving sustainable development
requires an emphasis on the environment so
that by organizing and regulating the
relationship between humans and the
environment and managing the use of
resources and the environment, achieving
optimal production, safe living, food
security, social stability Provided.
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