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Jurisdiction of Courts in Football disputes
Behnam Nourzadeh*

Abstract:

Prohibition of government interference in football and specialization of
football claims and disputes have put claims and disputes arising out of
football outside the subject matter jurisdiction of courts.

Therefore, football disputes should be dealt with in sports tribunals.

This jurisdiction derived from global regulations such as those of FIFA (as the
highest global football authority).

In this regard, Article 59(2) of the FIFA statutes approved in 2016 stipulates
that: “Recourse to ordinary courts of law is prohibited unless specifically
provided for in the FIFA regulations. Recourse to ordinary courts of law for
all types of provisional measures is also prohibited.”

In the judgment mentioned in this article, the plaintiff seeks to oblige the
defendant to fulfill obligations arising from a sports contract. Relying on
Article 66 of the Football Federation Statue which is in line with FIFA Statute,
Article 59(2), the trial court upholds the jurisdiction of the sports tribunals,
has issued a lack of jurisdiction writ and has sent the case to the Supreme
Court.

However, the 5th branch of the Supreme Court held that the sport tribunal
does not have jurisdiction to deal with the case and returned the case to the
first court for further proceedings.

In the author’s opinion, the judgment of the Supreme Court is unsupportable
due to the fact that it contradicts the sports regulations governing certain
jurisdictions of the World Football Federation, i.e. FIFA and the Football
Federation.

KeyWords: jurisdiction, football contracts, football claims, FIFA.
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