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1. Introduction

Comparative consideration and comparing difference and similarity
aspects of Iran and world famous writers, in addition to description of
domestic authors position, results in richness of fiction. Story, is gate
of entrance to unknown world of imagination; therefore "any text
created by author's imagination that apart from quality and quantity of
author's fidelity to reality, pictures one or more characters and one or
more events in convergence of unique or multiple time and place, is
called story" (Biniyaz, 2008, p.15).

This inquiry focuses on comparative consideration of Goli Taraghi
and Alice Munro's works. Comparative literature is an important field
of literature that "consider, analyze relations and similarities among
various literatures and nationalities" (Mohseninia, 2014, p.33).
Undoubtedly, exploring nations' literature, comparing, and contrasting
them with each other, besides identifying defects and perfection of
literature of any country, causes promotion of its position.

On the other hand, psychological analysis of character element in

story helps with more accurate analysis of characters and levels the
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way for achieving viewpoint of work author. Psychological theory
Enneagram is among novel typologies that has been neglected in
researches of fiction, and due to the diversity of characters, and its
comprehensiveness, has been attended in this paper. This
psychological theory, characterizes humans' behavioral features in 9
personality types of Reformer, Helper, Achiever, individualist,
Investigator, Loyalist, Enthusiast, Challenger, and Peacemaker.
Researcher has analyzed and investigated selected works of two
famous Iranian and Canadian authors of short stories based on
Enneagram pattern to achieve new window of both author's
worldviews.

Current paper, tries to answer this question that what areas of
analysis can be analyzed for main characters of short stories of Goli
Taraghi and Alice Munro based on Enneagram theory, and what
similarities and differences can be founded by analyzing main
characters of selected works of these two authors based on Enneagram
pattern and their comparison together?

2.Methodology

This paper is descriptive-analytic that considers main characters of
two story collections "Somewhere Else” and "second opportunity” of
Goli Taraghi and two story collections "The love of a good woman™
and "dear life" of Alice Munro, based on Enneagram pattern.
Researcher first considers main characters of all four stories based on
Enneagram ennead types and then, has used obtained results for
contrastive consideration of works of Goli Taraghi and Alice Munro
to highlight similarities and differences of these two authors based on
Enneagram pattern.

3.Discussion
Enneagram is a psychological theory that characterizes into 9

personality types based on behavioral features. Each type has specific
behavioral specifications. Enneagram structure consists of a circle that
9 numbers are in its circumference. These numbers are connect with
arrows. "Arrows indicates stressed and calm types. Stressed type is in
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same direction of arrow and calm type is in the opposite direction of
arrow" (Daniels, Price, 2009, p.18), and it means that ennead types in
any condition of stress or calmness, most show behavioral
characteristics of their opposite type.

Figure (3-1): Enneagram structure

Enneagram

Generally, in this paper, main characters of 15 stories written by
Goli Taraghi and 16 stories of Alice Munro based on Enneagram
ennead types were considered and type of each of the main characters
of selected works of Goli Taraghi and Alice Munro was obtained. In
most cases, main characters of selected works of this paper were
consistent with Enneagram types and could be analyzed based on it.
Since short story is a cut of life and because of its peculiarities,
characterizations aren't as extended as novel, sometimes addressee
does not have much information about behavioral habits of characters
and, in a few cases, main characters could not be analyzed based on
Enneagram pattern.

Also, by matching Enneagram types with main characters of
selected works of Goli Taraghi and Alice Munro, amount of
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adaptability of each author's works with Enneagram pattern types was
obtained that can be observed in table (2-3). Results indicate that
works of both authors showed high adaptability with Enneagram
theory; but main characters of Alice Munro's stories had more
adaptability with Enneagram theory than Goli Taraghi's works main
characters, because adaptability in Alice Munro's works and Goli

Taraghi's works, is 91.66% and 85.71%, respectively.

Table (3-2): Current research statistical population and amount of adaptability of
each author's works with Enneagram.

Number of S
, Total Total number Compatibility
Author’s . characters .
number of of main . . with
name . compatible with
stories characters Enneagram
Enneagram
Goli
. 15 21 18 87.71%
Taraghi
Alice
16 24 22 97.66%
Munro

In order to analyze more precisely the frequency of each type of
Enneagram in the selected works of both authors, were considered,
and studied, which can be seen in Figure (3-3).

Bar Chart (3-3): Comparison diagram of the frequency of Enneagram types in
the selected works of Goli Taraghi and Alice Munro

frequen

Type
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By considering this chart, it can be founded that characterization in
Alice Munro's works has more variation than Goli Taraghi's works;
because, in selected works of Goli Taraghi, 7 types of Enneagram and
in selected works of Alice Munro, all 9 types of Enneagrams were
observed.

In addition, by observing Enneagram types frequency in selected
works of both authors, similarity of Goli Taraghi and Alice Munro
based on Enneagram pattern was obtained. Both authors, has used
type 2 or Helper and type 8 or challenger of position more than other
types and has attended these two specifically. Type 2 or Helper has
often a dependent personality and plays role of victim or oppressed.
He/ she does not know his/her needs and abilities and tries to attract
others' attention by removing their needs and expect their support and
appreciation. On the other hand, type 8 or challenger of position has
often an independent and strong personality and plays role of governor
and sometimes oppressor. He/she expresses his dependency and
ability audaciously. He/she is self-assertive, takes the role of leader,
and supports others. Since in history of story-writing, always good and
evil forces have caused emergence of events, action and reaction in
story and story plot has been often formed around this subject, Goli
Taraghi and Alice Munro also have attended oppressor and oppressed
person specifically in their conscious and unconscious. Both of
authors have utilized types 2 and 8 of Enneagram equally and with the
highest frequency.

4.Conclusion
Results of this study indicate that most main characters of selected

stories of both authors can be analyzed by Enneagram pattern, this,
from one hand shows comprehensiveness and perfection of
Enneagram theory and from other hand shows competence and skill of
both authors in characterization.

In selected works of Goli Taraghi, 7 Enneagram types and in
selected works of Alice Munro, 9 Enneagram types were recognized.
Since Enneagram ennead types have emanated from scientific study
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on behavior, mood and personality of humans, it can be concluded
that characterization in Alice Munro's works has more variation and
this indicates that Alice Munro has deeper understanding of humans'
psyche and her attitude towards humans is more extended and
comprehensive.

From frequency of any Enneagram type in selected works of
authors can be founded that both authors have utilized type 2 or
Helper and type 8 or Challenger with the highest frequency and this
indicated that Taraghi and Munro have been influenced by bipolar
world and for regenerating and creating story have needed paradox
collection. In whole history of fiction, always good and evil, truth and
lie, purity and abomination, have been main tools of creating story,
and unconscious of both authors have used two weak or dependent
(type 2) and strong or independent (type 8) roles as a tool to express
their intend.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, Character, Short Story, Goli
Taraghi, Alice Munro, Enneagram.
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