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PP: 65-84 growth. Cereal, including wheat, barley, rice and corn, because of its

important position in production and consumption, are the most
important agricultural products in Iran. In this study, by measuring the
average total factors productivity (TFP) growth and its components,
the situation of farm management and technological progress in cereal
farms of the southwest provinces of the country was analyzed.
Materials and Methods: The data envelopment analysis (DEA)
method was used to calculate the total factors productivity (TFP) and
analyze its constituent components (technical efficiency growth and
technological changes). Through the Ministry of Agriculture, yield and
production costs of cereal products including wheat, barley, rice and
corn as panel data for seven southwestern provinces, during a 12-year
period (2003-2014), were extracted and analyzed.

Findings: In most provinces, the main source of TFP growth in
irrigated wheat farms is due to technological progress, and in terms of
efficiency or farm management, the recession is prevalent. Regarding
rain-fed wheat, positive changes in technology and efficiency were
observed simultaneously only in Esfahan, [lam, Chaharmahal Bakhtiari
and Kohgiluyeh provinces, and in the case of rain-fed barley in Fars,
Kohgiluyeh and Ilam. The limitation of TFP growth in corn is mainly
due to poor farm management and, conversely, to rice due to the
stagnation of technology.

Conclusion: The decomposition of TFP growth into its components
showed different results in each province and each product. Therefore,
in some provinces, in the case of irrigated wheat and corn, due to the
lack of technical efficiency, educational and extension programs and
improving farm management are a priority. While for paddy fields, due
to the technology recession, the development of mechanization and
technology is a priority.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In all countries of the world, productivity
is an inexhaustible source of economic
growth. According to the National
Productivity Organization of Iran in 2018,
the low share of productivity growth in total
factors productivity (TFP) in the fourth
development plan (0.8%) and negative
productivity = growth in  the fifth
development plan (-0.5%) in Iran's
economy has intensified the importance of
paying attention to the issue of productivity
growth in various sectors of the country's
economy. The group of cereal products,
including wheat (irrigated and rain-fed
cultivation), barley (irrigated and rain-fed
cultivation), rice and corn because of its
important position in production and
consumption, is the most important group
of agricultural products in Iran. Annually,
70% of the total area under cultivation of
the country's agricultural is allocated to
irrigated and rain-fed cereals. The
importance of productivity in the law on
increasing productivity of the agricultural
sector and the law of the sixth development
plan that 40% of the annual growth of the
agricultural sector should be due to the
growth of productivity is clearly stated. In
this study, the goal is for decision makers
and policy-makers to review the TFP
growth in cereal crops (wheat, barley, rice
and corn) so that appropriate decisions can
be made to continue or stop or modify
agricultural development programs. And
also by preventing the waste of financial
and human resources, they can improve the
TFP in cereal crops in line with the
adaptation  of regional agricultural
development plan with national
development plan. This study examines the
status of TFP growth in the cultivation of
each the irrigated and rainfed cereals and
its  effective  components, including
efficiency  growth  (improving farm
management) and technological changes
over a 12-year period for each provinces of
the Iranian southwestern (including seven
provinces of Isfahan, Fars, Khuzestan,
Chaharmahal Bakhtiari, Kohgiluyeh, Ilam
and Bushehr) separately. In fact, this study
seeks to answer the question that what is
the share of efficiency growth (due to

improved farm management and optimal
use of resources) and also the share of
technological progress (due to the use of
new technologies by Farmers) in TFP
growth of each cereals products in the
Iranian southwestern provinces.

Materials and Methods

In this study, data envelopment analysis
(DEA) method and Malmquist index were
used to calculate the total factors
productivity (TFP) and analysis of its
constituent components (technical
efficiency growth and technological
changes). Through the Ministry of
Agriculture, yield data and production costs
of cereal products including irrigated
wheat, rain-fed wheat, irrigated barley,
rain-fed barley, rice and corn as panel data
for seven southwestern provinces of the
country, during a 12-year period (2003-
2014), were extracted and analyzed. The
equations for calculating the productivity
index of Malmquist and analyzing its factors
for each of the six products studied were
calculated separately. By measuring the
TFP growth in each of the crops of irrigated
and rainfed cereals and then analyzing it to
the technical efficiency growth and
technological progress, we can determine
the TFP growth and the share of each
factors in the TFP growth in cereal fields in
each of the provinces of the Iranian
southwestern region, including Isfahan,
Fars and Khuzestan, Chaharmahal
Bakhtiari, Kohgiluyeh, Bushehr and Ilam
were compared.

Findings

The results of this study showed that in
the study period, the rate of TFP growth for
irrigated and rain-fed wheat, irrigated
barley and corn in Isfahan province,
irrigated and rain-fed wheat, rain-fed barley
and rice in Ilam province, irrigated wheat,
rain-fed barley and corn in Bushehr
province, irrigated and rain-fed wheat,
irrigated and rain-fed barley in
Chaharmahal Bakhtiari province, irrigated
and rain-fed wheat, corn and rice in
Khuzestan province, irrigated and rain-fed
wheat, irrigated and rain-fed barley, and
corn in Fars province and rain-fed wheat,
rain-fed barley and corn were positive in
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Kohgiluyeh province. Rate of TFP growth
for rain-fed barley and rice in Isfahan
province, corn in Ilam province, rain-fed
wheat in Bushehr province, rice in Fars and
Chaharmahal Bakhtiari provinces, irrigated
and rain-fed barley in Khuzestan province
and irrigated wheat, irrigated barley and
rice in Kohgiluyeh province were negative.
The results showed that the components of
TFP growth (including technical efficiency
index resulting from improved farm
management and optimal use of resources
and technology changes index resulting
from the use of new technologies by
farmers) are different in each province and
each product.

Discussion

The analysis of productivity sources in
cereal, indicate a sharp difference in the
indicators of TFP growth, technical
efficiency growth and technological changes
in different provinces. The analysis of TFP
growth into its components showed that the
components of TFP growth are different in
each province and each product. Therefore,
it can be said that there is a divergence in
the productivity of all factors of production
in cereal products and in planning to
improve productivity, the type of product,
irrigated or rain-fed and regional and
provincial conditions should be considered
and a single recommendation will not work
for all provinces. In general, the factor
driving the TFP growth of production of
irrigated wheat, rain-fed wheat, irrigated
barley, rain-fed barley, and corn in the
southwestern provinces of the country
during these 12 years, the use of technology
(positive technological changes) and the
deterrent, lack of management in resource
utilization (negative growth of technical
efficiency). However, regarding rice
cultivation, the results of TFP growth
analysis showed that except for Khuzestan
province in the provinces of the
southwestern region of the country, the
factor driving of TFP growth was the
growth of technical efficiency (improving
farm management and proper use of
resources). The limiting factor of TFP
growth has been mainly due to the
technological recession in rice cultivation.

Conclusion

Because in all the provinces of the
southwest region of the country, the main
source of productivity growth in irrigated
wheat, irrigated barley and corn has been
due to technological progress and in terms
of efficiency or farm management, the
recession is prevalent. Therefore, in order
to further increase the TFP growth these
cereals, appropriate training and extension
programs developing to improve farm
management is recommended. In contrast,
in rice cultivation, the analysis of
productivity growth to its constituent
factors showed that the trend of
technological progress in most provinces
except Khuzestan was negative. Therefore,
in order to increase TFP growth in rice
production, investment in technological
progress, such as the development of
mechanization and the supply of high-
quality modified seeds with high yields in
rice fields, should be on the agenda.
Regarding rain-fed wheat, positive changes
in technological progress and efficiency
growth were observed simultaneously only
in Isfahan, Ilam, Chaharmahal and
Kohgiluyeh provinces and in the case of
rain-fed barley in Fars, Kohgiluyeh and Ilam
provinces. Regarding corn farms, the results
showed that the limitation of TFP growth in
these farms is mainly due to weakness in
farm management. Therefore, in order to
increase the TFP growth in corn farms, the
development of appropriate training and
extension programs to improve farm
management should be a priority.
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% Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA)
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