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Abstract

The present study was designed and conducted with the aim of investigating the role of
professional sports development on the indicators of social development in Iran. The
present study is of the mixed researches which was done qualitatively and quantitatively.
The statistical population included elites and experts in the social and sports fields who
were familiar with the research topic. Based on the purposive sampling method, 13 people
were identified as participants in the qualitative research part. In addition, all of these
individuals were examined as a research sample in the quantitative part. The data
collection tools consisted of an interview and a researcher-made questionnaire. In order to
analyze the data, coding was used in the qualitative part and structural equation method
was used in a small part. All the process of data analysis was performed through the SPSS
software, version 20 In the qualitative part, 42 characteristics were extracted through
interviews, which were classified into 7 general indicators of social development,
including justice, social capital, social vitality, social welfare, social development ethics,
social security, and social health. The results showed that the development of professional
sports on the social capital index (effect = 0.857, sig = 0.001), social welfare (effect =
0.748, sig = 0.001) and social health (effect = 0.718, sig = 0.001) is more effective than
other indicators of social development.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Undoubtedly, professional sports can have positive social effects due to having a
wide audience of all age groups and categories, high attractiveness, and media
coverage (1). Although this requires the existence of the necessary standards in
professional sports, it is possible to pave the way for social development by
adapting the activities of professional sports. Professional sports have always been
able to bring various social effects with victories and defeats. This suggests that
improving and adapting the status of professional sports can play a decisive role
in the development of social indicators (2). Various studies have examined this
issue. Although the studies conducted, especially the foreign ones, show that
professional sports have been able to bring about the desired social effects, there
is no comprehensive and accurate evidence for the role of professional sports in
social development in Iran. This lack of scientific evidence has led to the lack of
professional sports capacity today in the development of social indicators in Iran.
The prevailing view among managers and even some researchers in sports
management is that professional sports, because of their commercial aspect,
cannot play effective social roles.

This shows that there is still not enough understanding in Iran about the social
functions of professional sports, and this issue has been deceived. However, the
gap of comprehensive research on determining the capacity of professional sports
to develop social indicators in Iran is understood. The previous national studies
have not comprehensively considered the functions of professional sports in the
development of social characteristics, which has led to fundamental ambiguities
in Iranian sports. From this sense, today, professional sports are not expected to
change socially in Iran. This led to the design and implementation of the present
study with the aim of developing the role of professional sports on the indicators
of social development in Iran. Therefore, the main question of the present study
is: What effect does professional sport have on the indicators of Iran's social
development?

Materials and Methods

The present study is a mixed-method study which was done qualitatively and
quantitatively. The statistical population of the present study included elites and
experts in social and sports issues and familiar with the subject of research who
had appropriate executive and research records in various fields of sports.
According to initial estimates, those were about 65 people. Based on the purposive
sampling method, 13 people were identified as samples in the qualitative part.
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These individuals were among the experts on the subject of research, and their
sampling continued until theoretical saturation. Moreover, on the use of the total
number method, all of these individuals were examined as a research sample in
the quantitative part. After distributing the questionnaires and collecting them, 41
people cooperated with the present study. The research tool used in the qualitative
part was a semi-structured interview. Furthermore, according to the interviews
conducted, indicators were identified and used as a means of collecting the data
in the quantitative part.

In the qualitative part, specialized committees were formed to investigate the
validity, transferability and verification, and to evaluate reliability. Besides, in
the analysis of quantitative part, structural equations with partial least squares
method with Pialogas approach were used. In addition, to evaluate the suitability
of the research model, common indicators in this regard including Cronbach's
alpha, combined reliability, convergent validity, divergent validity, maximum
shared variance, shared average variance, coefficient of determination, Aston and
Gisser, and the root mean index of the remaining standardized squares were used.

Findings

The qualitative results of the study showed that 42 characteristics were extracted
through interviews, which were classified into 7 general indicators of social
development including justice, social capital, social vitality, social welfare, social
development ethics, social security and social health. Considering the level of
significance and the extent of the impact, the development of professional sports
has a positive effect on social development indicators (justice, social capital,
social vitality, social welfare, social development ethics, social security, and
social health) in Iran. As the results show, professional sports in Iran have the
greatest impact on social capital. In other words, social capital has the greatest
impact on professional sports compared to other indicators of social development
in Iran. It can be concluded that social welfare and social health are two other
important indicators that have had the greatest impact on Iran's professional
sports. In other words, although professional sports have affected social
development indicators, they have had the greatest impact on social capital, social
welfare and social health.

Conclusion

The present study found that professional sports development has a positive effect
on indicators of social development including justice, social capital, social
vitality, social welfare, social development ethics, social security, and social
health. In other words, by improving professional sports, we can expect that the
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indicators of justice, social capital, social vitality, social welfare, social
development ethics, social security and social health will also improve. Anderson-
Butcher (2019) found in his study that the development of sports has an impact
on the social dimensions of society (3). Although sport itself has various
dimensions, the nature of sport can lead to social development due to the
improvement of some mental and welfare indicators in society. On the other hand,
professional sports themselves play an important role in the path of social
development by creating national and international competitions. The wide
audience of professional sports has caused them to give some desirable feelings
to the society in the short term. The extreme caution should be exercised in
managing this issue because society's high sensitivity to professional sports can
lead to social crises in times of failure in sports. Therefore, setting reasonable
expectations for professional sports can prevent social harms caused by failure in
sports. It seems that professional sports, due to their influence on all aspects of
people's lives and the involvement of all groups, cause them to create desirable
social functions in society. Anderson-Butcher (2019) found in his research that
professional sports have been able to have a good function for all ages and genders
by engaging all groups and individuals (3). In other words, when holding a sports
event, all enthusiasts and audiences, with any individual or environmental
situation, follow an event and enjoy it. This has led to the fact that professional
sports play an important role in social solidarity today (4). On the other hand,
Ekholm and Dahlstedt (2017) pointed out that professional sports can bring social
solidarity if internal issues are managed in this sport. Failure to manage your
professional sport can lead to multiplicity in society (5). It seems that if some
issues, such as fair play, are implemented in professional sports, it can lead to the
improvement and expansion of ethics in sports. Although the role of professional
sports in social security has always been discussed, there is not enough evidence
in this regard. Given that professional sports itself is an important factor in the
development of urban dynamics, its development can lead to the promotion of
environmental security.
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. Content Validity Index (CVI)

. Content Validity Ratio (CVR)

. Smart partial least squares (Smart-PLS)

. Maximum shared squared variance (MSV)

. Average shared squared variance (ASV)

. R-squared correlation (R2)

. Q2 Stone-Geisser (Q2)

. Standardized Root Mean Square Residual (SRMR)

ONO OIS WN P

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public Licen



Ya e floiml drwgy s sl jo (glad > 4i)y9 drwgd i (Ll soluw
S 00 c\al)‘ ;SJ o)Lo...‘b Jﬁ” B U’“&jf' LS)LQ‘ 6Lib=\.u5.o..> L Joy).a ‘5‘1....05; LSLCM\.JL‘
R SRy slaadl - Jgua
Table 1- Descriptive Findings of the Research
e e a5 e R T
Percentage Frequency Groups Demographic Features
ool ° Male SRS
. 5 Gend
S0 < i e LRegh RS i
) arSs QuallRlatl\'acI:ﬂ of
84/6 11 Hars, il s ESEar
15/4 2 Al pales l5 Education Level
) Masters
70/7 29 Mate -
29/3 12 o5 Gender
) - Female
LT
68/3 28 PLD.
22/0 9 Al el I8 Sa elay
) Masters Education Level
o7 4 e R
BSc. Quantitative Part of
p JLe35 51 2y Research
73 3 -
Less than 35 years
. JL36-40
22/0 9 o i
36-40 years s B3,
2618 11 e Fr-a- Age Group
41-50 years
4319 18 J o et

More than 51 vears

Ai0gr (y) do,0 Yo lA g0 00 2o )0 PAIY (a5 idn sladiges wlo lis iosh oy gl
s Wog olaws oy iy s )0 ATIF L 6550 leass Sjae Lol (ol ol 5l uioren
oy VeIV wols gl (o8 (25,0 il dised Comdz Cuxds & by oy
Syde Lol o ragh sladises le | pimen 505 ) duoy TAY 5 0,0 oS es o
3 i (S 09,5 s 09,8 Hleo o aings olaws o in a0 PAIY L (6 S leass
3eslaiz] dnwg sloasls Slulis jslateds aog olawd op iien aoyo FY/A L L 0
Sl S5 s IS bl 1 oy b eslisd (S g, B 5 SIS 5 sl 55
Sl g 970 Gl Slag TS Al pe an )3 (GISAS wd atie baslas jl g5

9 u‘).t‘ Gchl 4:...09.’ ‘_;lsbua?Lw GL»LW é)b)o ‘5)‘5.\5 C.'Lu 9° é)Lo.w Jj..\? e A rbl.?u‘

dolas 5L (6,10505 51 liges 90 8,)leds Jguz .ol ool &l)| (glad > 55,9 drwgi slo Ll

A oo lid 1) G 8l

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public Licen



VFe) 15 9 010,58 YT o )lols F 0,90 ()9 o oo o

(g3 ) 8yleds Aol jI (i) Laslao adgl (5,10505 51 glaiges -Y Jguar
Table 2- A Sample of the Initial Coding for the
Interviews (Part of an Interview of the Research

Number 1)
adgl slaus du>lao oy
Initial Codes Interview Text
selozl bolas -

Social Happines
SN & el -

Life Expectancy
RS GOSNV
Racial Alliance
(03 (oot -
Ethnic Alliance
e g
Voluntary Behaviors
eloizl (suig et )3, -
Social Citizenship
Behavior
selesa] el -
Social interactions
ozl olbls )l -
Social Relations
&ols -
Happiness
Lles -

Vitality
0 Lol -
Personal Security
Sy ol -
Cultural Security
olamdl cosl -
Economic Security
ozl coal -
Social Security
Sepedl Dlasls )3 s, -
Ranking in Olympic Races
s s S IS -
Holding Sports Leagues
slaé > ool plgs -
Durability of Professional
Clubs

o4 ol ol sbml (slady> 50 8503 (shie (555 0j9 el els oe oS ssboleny
33 Ol 0y 5l e 63l gl e 0l ails goladl e (BT wlgt sed 3555 ol
S i3y 422 b Sa5 elaza] LS Sogr 2510 05 bli s 55 ez ole
Cowl ool l> Lale o]l a8 1o p a5 4y alis () e o209 o>

S @l (Gl )5aS 3 pale o o sleizl e slo a5l (S ek 4
Canle Gloasl 5 g boylid ) colod oousS ued S5 4 ael .ol

ol (015 g (058 Pl cams 18 Lains Wilgs po Lo idghy S e 4S5 SOP
Syls b polas ay g conl aBlianngs slo,eiS o cloix ppe (el SO At oyl
€9 Sl (G315 5 (oagd Plowo 4 4z g3 L (lnl 1525 55 (S bS5 (Soalos
aldbgls sbo)lis; o sba)siS o ol Sy a5 plos S cvnliv e )by
o )Ld, cpl conl 3L Lol ojls 052g aliue ] Sadiay oo Lo )25 )5 098 o0 ol
OMoles ¢ oloiz| (G 0l sla Ll 005 055 4 ol calii g 055w sl
€3, IS wilgs o alins (pl daulsay clozal Olbls ) o> g cloix]

Gl Slg,y BT altae (] 1 55 003 el (lanalz 12 pge paie 50 blis g goli»
«o,ls

0590l el OlS g e Slal oled jo el o (a8 jo adl anils cds Sy
395l Lol (63958 5 i (S8 Spial (S 5 (eleizl o508 Zoial e solatdl il
a8 Sl 1l 00 p 13 ) g S )3 Lo 05558 dsjie ey 0yl i el
Slp Solea o)l claixl anng o Glog Kl Blaw ol oyl 4l
€358 58 e i oasls ol b auyls b eloznl (Sxblannys

Lol S0 L (sl 3559 (Silanwgs laly CiS b sld > 855 pgat
ol bepl cwl Gl sl 6,155 5wl Sl gamas; oly o oole
Judly S 5o 590l STyl 13 68, (5555 dnsi e ;0 Lo 45 w00 o0
Sips &5 Sedes ol wsdiee Joris dn Lo 5 35300 Slosd Wl od S0
€yl ellae Loyl ol slad,>

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public Licen




! weflodnl drwgl g s Lh 0 Glad o i) ,g drwei i (lwligolawe

2o ol 1) 95 e slaSilsl ol anay (5597 5 5L sla, 508 A 8 )leds Jsor

G029 arwgi S Sl g Lloial dnwg b aslh (5 970 g b G,IAS AT I Glaiges -F Jguar
lad >
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