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ABSTRACT

The villages around the city are simultaneously the scene of formation, growth and continuation of
opportunities and threats that affect the quality of life and the way to meet the needs of the
residents. The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between the level of
welfare services and quality of life in Surrounding Villages of Zanjan city. This study was
conducted by cross-sectional survey on 333 villagers of Zanjanrud-e Bala rural district. The
samples were randomly selected from the selected villages by stratified sampling method. Pearson
correlation coefficient was used to test the hypotheses by SPSS software. The results showed a
statistically significant positive relationship between having welfare facilities and economic, social
and environmental quality of life; and a negative and significant relationship between welfare
facilities and quality of life with the variable distance from the city. The villages close to the city
have a lower level of social welfare, and in contrast, far from the city, the higher the facilities. In
addition, people assess the level of welfare facilities and quality of life for the economic
dimension as moderate to low and significantly moderate to high for the social and environmental
dimensions and a significant difference was between facilities and quality of life. Multiple
regression showed independent variables together predict 12.6% of the variance of the quality of
life. In general, people have assessed the quality of life along with the welfare facilities of the
village as moderate to low and are more deprived..
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The villages located in urban areas have many
limitations, opportunities and challenges. Settling
around the cities and benefiting from a suitable
communication network, make possible the use of
urban infrastructure and services for this type of
villages. In this process, on the one hand, the
livelihood of the village due to proximity to the city

gradually changes and as a result, the economic
construction of the village becomes subject to the
economic processes of the city. On the other hand,
the social and cultural dimensions of rural residents
are affected by social and cultural developments
outside the city by distancing themselves from the
internal changes and dynamics. Therefore, villages
around cities have various problems that affect their
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quality of life and welfare facilities. In fact, one of
the most important areas of change in the life of
villagers living in these villages is their quality of
life. Deprivation and low quality of life and social
welfare in rural regions of the country are among
the problems of these regions. Rural life in terms of
ecological and social structure is associated with
significant degrees of deprivation. In addition, due
to the nature of agricultural production and its
extreme vulnerability to natural hazards, the
economic and social conditions of life in rural
regions are more difficult and as a result deprivation
is higher than urban areas. However, what shows
the quality of life and its relationship with the level
of rural welfare facilities as a problem is the
geographical location of the studied villages (i.e.
proximity to the cities of the region). It seems that
villages in the proximity of the city have a better
quality of life due to access to better welfare
facilities. Therefore, the main objective of this study
was to investigate the relationship between welfare
facilities and quality of life of people living in
villages of Zanjanrud-e Bala rural district.

2. Methods and Material

Due to the nature of this study, two documentary
and survey methods were used. The documentary
method was used for literature review, theoretical

principles and issues related to statistics. In order to
describe and analyze the issues raised in the
hypotheses, the survey method was used. The
statistical  population included villages of
Zanjanrud-e Bala rural district. Based on
population, the villages were divided into three
classes: small villages (less than 500 people),
moderate villages (500 to 1000 people) and large
villages (more than 1000 people). The sample size
was estimated n = 333 using the Cochran's formula
based on the 2016 statistics, the residents of four
villages of a total of 2522 people. The sample was
randomly selected from the selected villages in
proportion to the volume. A researcher-made
questionnaire was used for data collection. After
data collection, the completed questionnaires were
first coded. The coded data were then entered SPSS
software and analyzed based on the questions,
objectives and hypotheses of the research.

3. Results and Discussion

The descriptive results of quality of life and its
dimensions showed that the quality of economic life
of 42.6% (n = 142) was moderate. The quality of
environmental life of 45% (n = 150) was average.
But, the quality of social life of 41.7% (n = 139) of
the participants had high. The total quality of life of
49.5% was also moderate (Table 1).

Table 1: Descriptive results of quality of life and its dimensions

Variables Levels | Frequency (%)

Low 103 (30.9)

quality of economic life Moderate 142 (42.6)
High 81 (24.3)

Low 55 (16.5)

quality of environmental life | Moderate 150 (45)
High 128 (38.4)

Low 68 (20.4)

quality of social life Moderate 123 (36.9)
High 139 (41.7)

Low 112 (33.6)

Total quality of life Moderate 165 (49.5)
High 46 (13.8)




Geography and Development £ 82

Vol. 20, No. 69

According to Pearson correlation coefficient, a
statistically significant relationship was between
welfare facilities and total quality of life regarding
three  economic, social and environmental
dimensions (p <0.05). Regarding the positive value
of Pearson correlation coefficient variables are

directly related i.e. the higher welfare facilities, the
higher the quality of life and its dimensions. A
significant negative relationship was between the
distance between the village and the city and
welfare facilities (Table 2).

Table 2: Research hypotheses test

welfare facilities coefficient | P.value | Correlation
quality of economic life 0.214 0.001 Yes
quality of environmental life 0.141 0.001 Yes
quality of social life 0.417 0.001 Yes
Total quality of life 0.203 0.001 Yes
distance between the village and the city -0.34 0.001 Yes

4. Conelusion

The results showed that the higher welfare facilities,
the higher the quality of economic life. Grgi¢ et al.
(2010) in their study showed that in rural regions,
lack of job opportunities, limited choice of
profession, low facilities and revenue, poor social
services and health and treatment reduce life
satisfaction. According to the utilitarian view,
consumption of real revenue was the main factor of
assessing the quality of life, consumption that is
based on a rational and hedonistic choice.
Accordingly, the quality of economic life is related
to real revenue and its ability to be consumed for
the basic needs of life. Another study result was the
direct relationship between welfare facilities and
quality of social life. Auh and Cook (2009) in their
study showed the relationship between housing
quality satisfaction, social cohesion, social
satisfaction and complex mechanisms for predicting
social satisfaction among rural residents. Another
study result was that the higher the welfare
facilities, the higher the quality of life of the people,
and vice versa. The main discussion of the variable
of quality of environmental life consists of
components of pollution status and its types,
including the quality of waste collection, quality of

collection and transfer of surface water, quality of
collection and transfer of wastewater, and etc.
Accordingly, it is necessary to increase the quality
of these components in the studied villages to
improve the quality of environmental quality of life.
Some measures should be taken to ensure the
necessary quality of the village sewerage network
and the streets and passages to be reconstructed and
repaired so that surface water can be transferred out
of the village with proper drainage. One of the
interesting study results can be the negative
relationship between the distance from the city and
welfare facilities. The closest village to the city had
the lowest quality of life and welfare facilities. As
the distance from the city increased, welfare
facilities increased and, consequently, the quality of
life was better. For explaining this, we can mention
the provision of conditions for using urban welfare
facilities for villages in the proximity to the city. So,
the villages near the city have access to the
available urban welfare facilities, and this makes
the need for these facilities among them not become
a perceived need and they are satisfied with the
existing conditions.

Keywords:Social welfare, Quality of life, Surrounding
villages, Zanjan city.
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