Toward an Existancial Ethic;

an enquiry concerning Kierkegaard's approach of the tale Abraham

according to Heidegger's philosophy

Hossein Ghassami'® | Muhammad Asghari?

1. Corresponding Author, MA of Philosophy, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail: hossein.ghassami@gmail.com
2. Professor of Philosophy Department, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail: m-asghari@tabrizu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received 18 September 2022

Received in revised 9 October
2022

Accepted 12 October 2022

Published online 20 November
2022

Keywords:
ethic, being, essence, ability-to-

be, Kierkegaard, Heidegger.

The aim of this paper is to analyse opinions of Kierkegaard in his famous book, Fear
and Trembling, and Heidegger’s points of view in the great work of thought, Being
and Time, in order to present a new meaning of human. And these all going to
introduce the new aspect of Ethic. Kierkegaard puts the act of the faith against of the
virtue ethics according to the tale of Abraham in the Bible. He claims that the act of
the faith transcends from general ethic with achieve its individuality. The actor of
the faith can not returns to generality, as the actor of tragedy can. He leaves the
generality to make decision in a free manner. on the other hand, Heidegger’s
existancial analyses leads into that the human determiner is not an ideal essence, but
it’s his existance, in other word it’s his ability-to-be. Human is who he can be. So it
is obvious that these two great thinkers believe that human is not a predestined being,
but he is facilities. And for this reason we can renew our definition of the ethic.

Cite this article: Ghassami, Hossein; Asghari, Muhammad. (2022). Toward an Existancial Ethic; An Enquiry Concerning
Kierkegaard's Approach of the Tale Abraham According to Heidegger's Philosophy. Journal of Philosophical
Investigations, 16(40), 464-475. DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/JP1UT.2022.53507.3364

© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tabriz.

DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/JPIUT.2022.53507.3364

JP1, 2022; 16 (40): page 464


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3874-4702

Journal of Philosophical Investigations, Volume 16, Issue 40, 2022 465

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of ethic begins with human definition. In other word, ethic is structured by human essence (or
the way that we understand human as a being). If we accept the Aristotle definition of human, Politikon
Zoon (political animal), then ethic is the transaction between human and Polis (state-city). If we consider
the opinion of Middle Ages theologist, that defines human as Creatura Divinus (divine creature), then ethic
is the relationship between human and God and if we see human like the modern physicalizes, then ethic is
nothing but a kind of profitism.

There is a remarkable point in those samples; defining (putting limits) in itself guides us toward a special
kind of ethic. This is not important how to define, but the nature of defining of human makes a diagnostic
sort of ethic that we can name traditional ethic. In traditional ethic human is an idea (in a platonic meaning).
This idea stands opposite of individual humans in order to force them to change. That change is nothing but
a kind of simulation. They all should put themselves in the form of the general and the generality is ideal.
The traditional ethic ordains some norms and these norms say how a human being should be. The result of
this sight is to understand human being as a thing. Things have apparent essence. We can know the essence
of a table even before its making. Because there is an idea for table, and every single table should follow
that. In other word, we destroy table's individuality to have an ideal form of table (this is what definition
do) and the traditional ethic’s function is something like that.

Although we said that the traditional ethic gives human as a being with apparent essence, but this is a
mutual relationship. That is the supposition of having essence for human leads to form the traditional ethic.
And this is what we want to talk about.

The aim of this paper is to form a new kind of ethic based on a new understanding of human being. We
think that there is a meaningful relationship between how we understand human and how we define the
ethic. Human being is not bases on an ideal essence any more. It bases on its being. As Martin Heidegger
says dasein has no essence but its existance. Existance is the way that dasein knows himself as a being-
there. It is the reality of human beings. Heidegger also employs a new phrase to explain his thought; ability-
to-be. Heidegger says human being is nothing but ability to be and that is the only thing we can know about
him. Heidegger’s existancial analyses leads into that the human determiner is not an ideal essence, but it’s
his existance, in other word it’s his ability-to-be. Human is who he can be. On other hand a Danish
philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard, in his famous work of thought Fear and Trembling, says some notes that
can be looked in a Heideggerian context. Kierkegaard tells us about Abraham and his special situation as a
knight of faith. He claims the situation of faith is not formed by traditional ethic. Because the situation of
faith needs individuality, and traditional ethic provides the ground of fading individuality. It also is not
formed by tragedy. Whereas the tragedy heroes appear to do something for human kind and gods,
Abraham’s aim is personal. He is not owes any one. He wants to be a subject of faith only for his calm.
Kierkegaard also claims that the act of the faith transcends from general ethic with achieve its individuality.
The subject of the faith cannot returns to generality, as the actor of tragedy can. He leaves the generality to
make decision in a free manner.
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So it is obvious that these two great thinkers, Heidegger and Kierkegaard, believe that human is not a
predestined being, but he is facilities. And for this reason we can renew our definition of the ethic.

In this paper we put together the Heidegger’s thoughts and Kierkegaard’s/claims in order to give a new
definition of ethic. This new ethic bases on human being (instead of human ideal essence). We not only
consider their major work of thought (Being and Time and Fear and Trembling) but use the commentaries.
Finally we conclude there is some symmetries in Heidegger’s thought and Kierkegaard’s philosophy. They
both want to consider human being as an ability-to-be and they both are defender of individualities against
the generality. We can use these grounds of thinking in order to explain a new definition of ethic. This new
ethic can name existancial ethic.
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