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Abstract

In 2006, al-Qaeda continued its activities in Iraq under the name of the Islamic State of Iraq and
claimed an Islamic caliphate. Following the Syrian protests in 2011, their sphere of activity
expanded to Syria, and under the leadership of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and the merger of Jabhat al-
Nusra and the Islamic State of Iraqg, the group was renamed the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL).

The most obvious feature of the ISIL group is the unbridled brutality of this group, which does
not give up any violent action in order to achieve its goals. ISIL as a Salafi-Takfiri group seeks to
revive the Islamic Caliphate of the early centuries of Islam and it always has a nostalgic view of
history, and therefore symbolism after savagery and violence can be considered the second most
prominent feature of them, which shows itself in all areas, including clothing, flags, maps,
magazines, etc.

In 2014, the group published their first poetry collection called Avar al-Haqq composed by
Ahlam al-Nasr in cyberspace. Ahlam al-Nasr is from Syria and is known as the poet of the Islamic
State (the poet of ISIL). Her nickname is Umm Osama from Damascus. She was born in Damascus
in 1992 and emigrated from Syria to Saudi Arabia in the early second decade of his life, where he
attended school in the city of Al-Khobar. On October 11, 2014, one day after returning to Syria, she
married an ISIS commander named Muhammad Mahmoud, nicknamed Abu Osama al-Gharib.

Avar al-Haq poetry collection, like other works of ISIL, contains many signs that can be better
understood by examining them in the context of semiotic knowledge. In fact, semiotics examines
the types of signs, their meanings, and the rules that govern them. Researchers have always opened
new angles to people by studying signs.

One of the most famous theories of semiotics is the theory of Charles Sanders Pierce, an
American scientist who is one of the founders of this science. He was an American scientist and
philosopher who based his theory on his three famous signs (symbolic, iconic and indexical signs).
In this way, he studied social, cultural, historical, literary, etc. phenomena in order to reveal the
hidden meaning in them and provide a better understanding of them.

Pierce's theory has a great impact on the analysis of literary texts and the understanding of poets'
insights. Since the poems of Ahlam al-Nasr as the poet of ISIL are full of signs and symptoms that
express his views, we needed to study his poems in a methodical way in order to have a better
understanding of his point of view in the light of this theory. So, the present study analyzes his
poetry using a descriptive-analytical method based on Pierce's semiotic theory. Therefore, we first
defined the concepts of Pierce's theory, then discovered and analyzed examples of these signs in his
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poems.

Pierce introduces three types of symptoms:

A) Symbol (symbolic sign): In this type of sign, the relation between the signifier and signified is
based on an optional contract. Therefore, the relationship between signifier and signified must be
learned, for example, a red traffic light that indicates a stop is a symbol.

B) Icon (symbolic sign): In this case, the signified is understood because of its similarity to the
sign or because it is an imitation of it, and the signifier is similar to it due to having some signified
quality, for example, by seeing the personal photo and perceived similarity, we know him.

C) Index (indexical sign): In this type of sign, the relationship between signifier and signified is
not optional but is directly (physically or causally) related to the signified. This relationship can be
observed or inferred. For example, when we see smoke, we understand the existence of fire, so this
type of sign requires experience because someone who has not seen fire and smoke before does not
understand their relationship.

Examining the poems of Ahlam al-Nasr as the poet of ISIL based on Pierce's semiotic theory, it
was found that all three types of signs that she has introduced exist in the Divan of Avar al-Haq. Of
course, their usage is different, and symbolic and iconic symbols are more used in these poems and
fewer indexical symbols are used.

Symbolic symbols include the titles of the late caliph of ISIL, such as Amir al-Mu'minin, al-
Husseini, and al-Baghdadi. Ahlam al-Nasr intends to increase the legitimacy of the caliph by using
these signs. This type of symbol also includes the names of ISIL enemies such as Rawafiz, Magus,
and the Cross. The purpose of these signs is to show the infidelity and misguidance of the enemies.

According to ISIL, the symbolic symbol of Mosul is the symbol of the unity of Muslims against
their enemies. Ahlam al-Nasr mentions historical and religious personalities and events such as
Ibrahim (PBUH), Umar ibn al-Khattab, Amr ibn al-'As, the Companions, the family of Cell, Cyrus,
Kasra, Qadisiyah, etc. in his poems as iconic symbols.

The common denominator of these signs is the explanation of the alleged faith of ISIL and the
infidelity of its opponents and the recollection of the victories of the Muslims in the war against the
enemies. These signs indicate Salafism and the militant spirit of ISIL. The black and white colors in
his poems are also iconic symbols that depict the alleged faith of ISIL and the infidelity of the
enemies. This indicates the extremism of ISIL.

Indicative signs in his poems are Caliphate and allegiance. These signs indicate the style of ideal
government in the eyes of ISIL and how to establish and strengthen it by taking allegiance. ISIL has
been influenced by the way the Umayyads and Abbasids came to power through force and violence.
The signs used in Ahlam al-Nasr's poems reflect the ideology of ISIL in dividing the world into two
cam,s, the ‘camp of infidelity and the camp of faith”, and thelway it operates at the community
level and how it deals with the opposition.
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